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INTRODUCTION. 


F all  the  Chronic  Difeafes  that  become  the 


fubjeds  of  medical  pradice,  none  are  more 
frequent  in  their  occurrence,  nor  more  baneful  in 
their  effeds,  than  the  two  maladies  of  Scrophula 
and  Cancer  ; and  none  have  hitherto  employed 
the  refearches  of  phyficians  with  lefs  fuccefs. 
Both  continue  ftill  among  the  reproaches  of  the 
profeflion,  and  furnifh  an  ample  field  for  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  empyric,  as  well  as  the  fpecula- 
tions  of  the  regular  praditioner ; perhaps  the  ran- 
dom experiments  of  the  former,  cannot  here  be 
called  in  queftion  by  the  latter,  while  he  is  unable 
himfelf  to  explain  their  effeds,  or  propole  a more 
fuccefsful  method  of  cure. 

Scrophula,  the  JirJl  of  thefe,  is,  perhaps,  more 
frequent  in  Britain  than  any  other  difeafe  ; and 
it  may  be  faid  to  be  daily  extending  its  effeds. 
There  are,  indeed,  few  families  in  which  it  does 
not  make  its  appearance  in  one  form  or  another  ; 
but,  being  apt  to  give  offence,  it  is  too  often,  by 
the  complacence  of  praditioners,  dilguifed  under 
lefs  alarming  denominations.  The  early  pe- 
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riod  of  life,  the  bloom  of  infancy,  is  particularly 
cxpofed  to  the  cruelty  of  its  ravages ; and  it  faps, 
as  it  were,  the  foundations  of  the  conftitution, 
before  it  arrive  at  vigour  to  refill  its  attacks. 
Too  frequently  it  carries  its  career  Hill  farther,  even 
to  the  prime  of  manhood,  and  cuts  offby  theinft- 
dious  and  flow,  but  always  mortal,  decay  of  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption.  Or,  in  place  of  this,  if  it  leaves 
its  WTetched  victim  in  the  poffeflion  of  exillence.  It 
preys  upon  fome  of  the  larger  joints,  and  fhews 
hiny  for  life,  a maimed  objeCt  to  the  view  of  fo- 
ciety. 

Cancer,  the  fecond , is,  of  all  the  maladies 
to  which  human  nature  is  fubjeCted,  the  moll 
formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  wrhich  triumphs 
alike  over  the  efforts  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
powers  of  medicine.  With  a flowr,  but  rooted 
gralp,  it  undermines  the  exillence  at  a more 
advanced  period  of  age,  and  under  the  torments 
of  the  moil  exquifite  and  lingering  pain,  as  well 
as  a Hate  of  the  moll  loathfome  putrefaction,  it 
conligns  its  miierable  victims  to  a late  but  long 
wiflied-for  grave,  after  rendering  them,  by  its  ra- 
vages, even  Hill  more  than  the  former  malady, 
hideous  fpe&acles  of  deformity. 

The  object,  then,  of  this  Treatife,.is  to  offer  a 
full  view  of  thefe  two  difeafes,  fo  important  in 
their  treatment,  and  often  dreadful  in  their  con- 
fequences;  and  to  examine,  at  fome  length,  what 
has  hitherto  been  done  by  phyficians ; to  eluci- 
date their  nature,  and  counteract  the  morbid  ef- 
fects 
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feds  they  produce.  For  this  purpofe,  we  fhall 
give  a full,  and  as  far  as  we  can,  accurate  hiftory 
of  their  appearance,  including  the  various  forms 
they  difplay  in  inducing  their  fpecific  adion. 
We  fhall  next  conlider  the  peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  which  charaderife  their  operation,  diftind 

from  other  maladies  of  a fimilar  nature ; and  lad 

* 

of  all,  we  fhall  review  whatever  has  been  done  in 
refped  to  their  treatment,  by  the  pradice  of 
the  moll  eminent  phyficians;  candidly  examining 
the  powers  of  each  remedy  employed  ; the  prin- 
ciples of  its  adion  ; ai  d the  merit  to  which  it  is 
fpecially  entitled  : And  having  thus,  in  fome  de- 
gree, exhaulled  the  fubjed,  we  fhall  conclude 
with  offering  our  own  opinion. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T>  Y Scrophula  we  underftand  a peculiar  morbid 
Jlatc  of  the  fyftem  in  general:  difplayed  firft 
by  an  indolent  fweliing,  and  afterwards  ulcera- 
tion of  particular  external  parts,  moll  confpicu- 
ous  in  thole  w ho  have  fine  ikins  and  florid  com- 
plexions, with  a remarkable  fweliing  or  thick- 
nefs  in  the  upper  lip. 

Such  is  the  ufual  definition  of  this  difeafe;  bur. 
from  a definition  little  knowledge  can  be  obtained. 
VVe  fliall,  therefore,  conlider  its  ordinary  progrefs, 
and  the  moll  common  forms  of  its  appearance. 
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OF  SCROPHULA. 


PART  I. 

Sect.  i.  General  HJlory  of  the  Difeafe. 


gCROPHULA  feklom  flievvs  itfelf  for  fome 
time  after  birth ; it  is  chiefly  confpicuous 
in  the  period  from  the  third  or  fourth  year  to  the 
age  of  puberty.  The  manner  in  which  it  begins 
is  this  : 

The  child  is  l'ubjed  to  colds,  or  aHedions  of 
the  mucus  membrane^  which  thickens  and  in- 
flames. Thus  the  lips  will  be  often  fwelled, 
and  chopt  with  difagreeable  deformity,  efpeci- 
ally  the  upper  one,  which  is  conlidered  as  fo 
charaderiflic  of  the  difeafe,  that  wherever  it  ap- 
pears, even  without  any  other  attendant  fymp- 
tom,  it  is  fufficient  evidence  of  its  prefence. 
Sometimes  thefe  fymptoms  are  accompanied  with 
eruptions  round  the  mouth,  on  the  back  of  the 
head,  and  different  parts  of  the  body.  To  thefe 
appearances  fucceeds,  fooner  or  latrer,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  fome  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  moll  com- 
monly of  thofe  about  the  neck,  behind  the  ears, 
or  under  the  jaws.  Thefe  fwellings  appear  at 
firfl  like  finall  knots,  fmooth  and  moveable,  with 
fome  elafticity,  and  they  gradually  increaie  in 
number  and  lize,  till  they  form  one  large,  hard, 
fixed  tumor.  They  are  attended  with  little  pain, 
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fhew  no  di (colouration  for  long,  fometimcs  a year 
or  two,  or  even  longer  ; alternate  in  their  li/.e  with 
the  different  periods  of  the  featon,  fublidingin  a 
great  degree  in  the  courfe  of  fumraer  and  autumn, 
and  returning  to  their  former  magnitude  in  win- 
ter and  fpring.  On  breaking,  at  lad,  they  dif- 
charge  a thin  watery  fluid,  mixed  with  a whkilh 
matter,  and  often  flreaked  with  blood.  By  degree* 
the  tumor  iublides,  the  lips  of  the  fore  open  or 
recede  to  a greater  diftancc,  and  fpread  broader, 
but  at  the  fame  time  unequally.  No  difpoii- 
tion  to  heal  appears,  the  edges  become  fmooth, 
both  cxternaLly  and  internally  ; and  while  one 
part  of  the  fore,  at  laft,  (lowly  heals  up  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  another  contiguous, 
and  apparently  found,  takes  on  the  difcafed 
adion,  and  there  the  fame  appearances  are  re- 
newed. Frequently,  alio,  the  part  healed  up, 
again  breaks  out  and  continues  its  ulceration. 

Like  thole  of  the  external  glands,  already  de- 
feribed,  limiiar  fvvellings  of  the  lymphatics,  about 
the  larger  and  fnuller  joints,  alio  arife,  and  are 
attended  with  the  fame  morbid  eifcds,  in  a pro- 
greflive  fwelling,  inflammation,  and  ulceration. 
But  inflead  of  the  moveable  fwelling  hitherto 
deferibed,  the  fwelling  here  afiumes  a different 
term,  and  conftfts  of  a tumor  almoft  uniformly 
iurrounding  the  joint,  and  gradually  interrupting 
its  motion ; while  internally  its  inflammation  ex- 
tends into  the  ftrudure  of  the  joint,  thus  being 
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lefs  circumfcribed  than  where  it  attacks  the  lym-> 
phatics  in  other  fituations. 

But  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  not  limited  to 
thefe  external  parts.  The  internal  glands  are 
fufceptible  of  the  fame  morbid  difpofition.  Thofe 
of  the  mefentery  afliime  it  at  an  early  period,  moll 
commonly  from  a twelvemonth  to  6 or  7 years, 
Thofe  of  the  lungs  and  other  organs,  are  later  in 
becoming  affe&ed  ; this  depends  much  on  the 
particular  time  of  life  when  changes  in  the 
balance  of  the  circulation  occur,  and  the  fluids 
are  unequally  thrown  on  certain  vital  parts. 

Such  is  the  general  appearance  of  this  malady  ; 
and  we  (ha1!  examine  it  at  Hill  greater  length,  by 
next  confidering  minutely  each  of  thefe  fituations 
fpecified  above.  From  the  defeription  given,  the 
difeafe  will  appear  properly  divided  into  two  fpe- 
cies,  of  external  and  internal : We  begin  with  its 
firft  or  fimplelt  fpecies,  the  affedlions  of  the  ex- 
ternal glands. 

I.  EXTERNAL  SPECIES. 

Sect.  2.  Of  the  External  Glandular  Swellings. 

WHEN  the  glands  of  the  neck,  head,  and 
jaws,  are  affefted,  the  appearance  they 
exhibit  in  their  progrefs,  is  that  ot  a circumfcrib- 
ed fwelling  ; at  firft  loofe  and  moveable  without 
pain,  and  for  a long  time  without  difcolouration. 
In  procefs  of  time,  however,  evident  fymptoms 
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of  inflammation  enfue.  The  tumor  increafes 
in  fize,  acquires  a degree  of  rednefs  in  the  middle, 
and  becomes  fomewhat  painful,  though  never  in 
a degree  proportioned  to  its  iize,  or  the  appear- 
ances of  inflammation.  As  the  rednefs  increafes, 
the  formation  of  matter  takes  place,  and  a flu&u- 
ation,  at  laft,  can  be'felt,  but  chiefly  confined  to 
its  middle,  with  a circumfcribed  hardnefs  ftill  con- 
tinuing round  its  fides  j and  it  never  aflumes  at 
top  that  pointed  appearance,  or  form,  which  real 
phlegmon  exhibits  as  matter  forms.  If  no  artificial 
opening  is  made,  it  continues  often  a long  time 
in  a fort  of  ftationary  ftate,  and  will  fometimes 
even  decreafe  in  fixe,  and  the  Ikin  turn  fomewhat 
{hriveUed  and  flaccid,  as  if  there  had  been  a re-ab- 
forption  before  it  break.  When  it  breaks,  it  is 
generally  by  a very  fmall  opening,  fcarcely  lar- 
ger than  the  fixe  of  a pin  hole.  At  times,  two  or 
three  of  thele  fmall  openings  take  place  in  the 
fame  tumor,  and  no  tendency  to  a full  evacua- 
tion appears.  The  matter  difcharged  from  this 
opening  is  firft  a thin  ferous  liquid,  then  a mix- 
ture of  this  liquid  with  a vvhitifii  matter,  re- 
feinbling  on  preflure,  curdled  milk,  or  part 
of  a nut  kernel,  but  not  fo  hard,  and  fometimes 
the  difeharge  is  tinged  with  blood.  In  this  ftate 
of  ulceration  the  difeafe  continues  for  years,  the 
bps  of  the  fore  receding,  though  never  to  a very 
great  diftance,  and  a circumfcribed  hardnefs  be- 
ing confpicuous  all  around  the  bafe  of  the  aftebl- 
cd  part.  The  difeharge  continues  much  the 
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fame,  only  a little  more  purulent  at  times  ; and 
if  one  opening  chance  to  heal  up,  which  it  fome- 
times  does,  by  forming  loft  whitifh  infenfible  gra- 
nulations, another  part  afiumes  the  difeafed  ac- 
tion. In  all  cafes  of  healing,  an  ugly  pale  efcar 
and  corrugation  remains,  marking  the  attack  of 
the  dileafe. 

On  examining  Scrophulous  glands  by  diffedion, 
they  feel  fomewhat  fofter  to  the  touch  than  in 
their  healthy  ftrudure.  When  cut  into,  they 
alfo  at  times  exhibit  very  much  the  natural  ap- 
pearance; but  much  oftener  they  contain  a white 
foft  cheeiy  matter,  mixed  with  a thick  pus,  the 
true  charade  rill ic  of  Scrophula. 

This  account  may  ferve  as  a general  example 
of  the  appearance  and  progrefs  of  the  dileafe,  in 
all  the  external  lymphatic  glands  it  chances  to 
afl'ed,  where  it  always  begins  in  the  form  of  foft 
colourlefs,  painleis  tumors.  The  glands  particu- 
larly liable  to  receive  its  attack,  are  thole  of  the 
neck,  of  the  jaws,  and  behind  the  ears;  more  rare- 
ly thole  of  £he  under  part  of  the  back,  upper 
part  of  the  thigh,  back  of  the  hand,  or  fore-arm, 
below  the  elbow,  and  arm  pit,  and  the'  lame  alfo 
in  the  lower  extremities.  Indeed  wherever  ail 
external  glandular  ftrudure  prevails,  fitch  may  be 
occafionally  its  feat.  The  glands  alfo  being  more 
numerous  in  children  than  in  age,  may  be  one 
reafon,  perhaps,  for  the  attacks  in  them  being 
more  extenlive. 


When 
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When  confined  to  the  external  parts,  the  dif- 
eafe  commonly  departs  of  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of 
four  or  five  years,  lea\ing  the  parts  it  affected 
confiderably  fhri veiled  and  puckered  in  from  the 
marks  of  the  efcars. 


Sect.  3.  Of  Sore  Eyes,  (Ophthalmia  Scropbuhfa .) 
% 

r|  'HE  eyes  in  Scrophulous  conftitutions,  and 
more  particularly  their  appendages  when 
expofed  to  the  very  flighted  caufes  of  irritation, 
are  apt  to  have  inflammation  induced  in  them  ; 
and  no  form  of  the  dii'eafe  is  fo  frequent,  fo  tedi- 
ous to  remove,  or  more  painful  in  its  attack. 
There  is  none  alio  in  which  a relapfc  is  more 
liable  to  occur. 

When  affecting  the  eye-lids,  which  it  mod 
commonly  does ; it  commences  with  inflammation 
and  fuelling  of  the  lebaceous  glands,  w hich  ter- 
minates in  ulceration,  and  this  ulceration  is  gene- 
rally of  the  moll  obltinate  and  troublefome  na- 
ture. An  acrid  difeharge  conltantly  takes  place 
from  it,  which,  irritating  the  eye  itfelf,  renders 
it  weak,  and  unable  to  bear  much  imprefiion, 
either  from  light  or  heat.  Frequently  it  is  of  a 
more  vifeid  nature,  and  glues  the  lids  together 
in  the  night  time,  leaving  a gorey  appearance  on 
the  lids  through  the  day.  This  form  of  the  dif- 
€ale  is  not  often  acute,  it  is  more  of  a chronic 
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fpecies,  and  gives  a difagreeable  appearance  to 
the  fight.  The  eye-lids  continue  always  more 
or  lefs  inflamed,  thickened,  and  raw,  and  the  ul- 
cerations are  very  feldom  healed  up  ; or  if  they 
are,  break  out  anew  on  any  fudden  caufe  of  irri- 
tation. 

When  affeding  the  eye  itfelf,  which  often 
arifes  from  the  previous  inflammation  of  the 
lids  communicating  to  the  eye,  the  fymptoms 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  that  mark  Ophthal- 
mia on  other  occafions,  viz.  preternatural  red- 
nefs,  turgefcence  of  veflels,  pain  and  heat  over  its 
whole  furface,  with  a conftant  effufion  of  acrid 
tears,  and  a fenfe  of  fomething  like  a mot  per- 
vading the  eye.  To  thefe  conftant  fymptoms 
may  be  added  feveral  occafional  ones,  depending 
on  the  extent  of  the  inflammation.  Thus,  when 
there  are  ftrong  fymptoms  of  fever,  and  deep 
fhooting  pains  through  the  head,  we  are  led  to 
infer  that  the  ball  of  the  eye,  in  general,  is  af- 
feded;  and  when  thefe  pains  are  increafed,  either 
by  the  impreflion  of  light,  or  the  fimple  motion 
of  the  part  itfelf,  this  general  affedion  prevails 
in  a high  degree.  From  the  very  lax  ftate  of 
the  Scrophulous  conftitution,  this  difeafe  often 
fpreads  with  uncommon  rapidity  and  violence, 
and  no  inftancts  of  Ophthalmia  are  fo  much  to 
be  dreaded  as  thofe  that  attack  fuch  habits. 
The  molt  rigorous  and  early  ufe  of  the  moft 
powerful  antiphlogiftic  means,  are  at  times  in- 
iufticient  to  ltop  its  progreis  \ the  inflammation 
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palling  on  to  one  of  its  fecondary  terminations 
viz.  of  a general  fuppuration,  or  adhefion  of  its 
membranes,  the  fight  and  ftruclure  of  the  eye 
become  entirely  loft.  The  former  of  thefe  ter- 
minations we  judge  to  have  taken  place,  by  no  re- 
miflion  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  in  a rea- 
fonable  time,  by  the  pain  becoming  more  extend- 
ed, and  the  fever  more  fevere,  and  by  fome  marks 
of  protrufion  of  the  eye  itfelf.  In  cafes  where  the 
inflammation  remits,  without  proceeding  to  any  of 
the  terminations  mentioned,  a fpeck,  or  film,  is  often 
left  on  the  cornea,  which  we  confider  as  peculiar- 
ly marking  a previous  Scrophulous  inflammation ; 
and  according  to  the  particular  fituation  of  this 
fpeck,  and  its  degree  of  confidence,  is  the  vifion 
apt  to  be  interrupted  by  it. 

On  leaving  one  eye,  the  inflammation  is  liable, 
in  fuch  cafes,  to  attack  the  other  ; and  wherever 
one  attack  has  taken  place  to  a degree  of  vio- 
lence, the  patient  is  expofed  to  its  recurrence 
from  the  flighted  caufes. 


Sect.  4.  llljite  Swellings,  ( Hydarthrus . ) 


"VrEXT  to  the  glands  of  the  neck,  one  of  the 
moft  frequent  feats  of  Scrophula  is  the  lar- 
ger joints  of  the  knees  and  arms,  producing  in 
them  an  affe&ion,  known  by  the  name  of  White 
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Swelling ; of  all  the  forms  of  the  difeafe,  next  to 
Ophthalmia,  the  mod  painful,  and  in  its  confe- 
quences  the  mod  to  be  dreaded.  The  hiftory, 
therefore,  of  its  progrefs  Ihould  claim  the  parti- 
cular ftudy  of  every  practitioner,  and  we  fhall 
begin  the  defcription  of  it  as  attacking  the  joint 
of  the  knee. 


The  Knee. 

This  difeafe  begins,  to  appearance,  by  an  af- 
fection of  the  lymphatic  glands  furrounding  the 
joint;  but  the  fwelling  at  firft,  and  for  fome  time, 
is  hardly  perceptible  to  the  feel.  There  is,  lim- 
ply, an  uncommon  degree  of  heat,  with  little  or  no 
lenfation  of  pain  in  the  part,  and  merely  a ftifl- 
nefs  in  the  joint,  felt  only  when  bent  or  fully  ex- 
tended. Soon,  however,  one  or  more  fmall  tu- 
mors about  the  joint,  when  careiully  examined, 
may  be  perceived,  and  a conliderable  fenfe  of 
tenlion  comes  to  prevail.  The  pain,  at  firfl 
flight,  increafes  confiderably,  and  is  diffufed, 
as  it  were,  over  the  whole  joint.  In  the  progrefs 
of  the  affeCtion,  the  joint  acquires  an  enormous 
fize.  The  fubcutaneous  veffels  enlarge,  the  fkin 
appears  clear  and  lhining,  and  in  particular  parts 
it  poffeffes  a certain  elaftic  feel  difficult  to  defcribe, 
as  containing  a very  vifcid  fluid  within.  In  this 
ftate  the  limb  gradually  waftes,  the  fupply  of 
fluids  is  cut  off,  as  it  were,  from  the  parts  below, 

and  the  joint,  from  its  increafe  of  fixe,  is  rendered 

entirely 
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entirely  immoveable.  From  the  dretching  of 
the  (kin  alio,  it  becomes  acutely  painful  on  the 
flighted  touch,  and  fenfible  to  the  lead  impreflion 
of  cold  or  heat,  particularly  the  latter,  which  oc- 
cafions  intolerable  pain  in  bed.  In  procels  of 
time,  though  it  is  always  tedious,  abfcefles  form 
in  different  parts  of  the  lwelling,  and  a matter  is 
poured  out,  various  in  its  appearance ; being  fome- 
times  a vifeid  glairy  fluid,  at  other  times  more 
purulent,  and  fometimrs  entirely  famous  and 
feetid.  This  difeharge  has  little  influence  on 
the  fize  of  the  fwelling,  which  continues  much 
the  fame,  or  rather  to  increafe  ; and  fimilar  to 
other Scrophulous  fores,  the  firdablcefTesfrequent- 
iy  heal  up,  leaving  an  ugly  fear  on  the  part,  while 
others  break  out  and  purfue  the  fame  progrefs. 
If  the  difeafe  is  allowed  to  proceed  from  the  loft 
parts  of  the  joints,  which  it  has  only  as  yet  af- 
feded,  it  next  extends  itfelf,  to  the  bone. 
Thus  the  cartilages,  take  on  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation, and  are  diflolved : the  bone  itfcli' 
is  not  exempted  from  undergoing  the  fame 
change ; and  the  drudure  of  the  joint,  on  dif- 
fedicn,  is  found  melted  down,  more  or  lefs,  into 
one  heterogeneous  mafs,  confiding  of  a white 
glairy  fluid,  mixed  with  matter,  fimilar,  in  ap- 
pearance, to  other  Scrophulous  matter,  with 
pieces  ot  carious  bone  of  difl'erent  lizes. 

But,  before  this  lad  ftage,  if  amputation  does 
not  take  place,  the  patient  is  generally  cut  off 
by  the  acute  hedic  which  prevails ; for  the  hec- 
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tic  is  more  acute  in  this  than  in  almoft  any 
other  form  of  Scrophula.  Sleep  is  for  the  moll 
part  entirely  denied  the  wretched  patient,  from 
excefs  of  pain  : The  appetite,  which  is  pretty 
good  in  other  cafes  of  hedtic,  here  entirely  fails  : 
The  night  fweats  are  profufe  and  conftant,  and 
alternate,  with  the  loofenefs  (or  diarrhea),  and 
from  the  firft  opening  of  the  abfcefles  they  threa- 
ten the  life  of  the  patient. 

If  the  difeafe  in  this  advanced  ftate  is  got 
the  better  of,  it  ends  in  a (tiff  joint ; but  fuch  a 
favourable  termination  feldom  takes  place  in  this 
flage  of  its  progrefs.  Amputation  is  for  the  moll 
part  neceffary j but  it  is  not  always  a certain  re- 
lief, even  when  performed. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  diffedtions  in 
this  form  of  the  difeafe ; and  from  them  it  appears, 
that  though  every  part  of  the  joint  fuffers  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  as  obferved  in  its  hiftory,  yet  that 
the  ligaments  and  cellular  membrane  are  the 
parts  which  fuffer  the  principal  morbid  change  in 
the  early  ftages.  The  ligaments  are  found  thicken- 
ed, and  their  interfiles  filled  with  a glairy  mu- 
cus, which  becomes  effufed  alfo  into  the  cellular 
membrane.  Collections  of  matter  run  in  various 
directions  ; and  thefe,  at  lalt,  all  uniting,  produce 
caries  of  the  different  parts,  which  communicates 
firft  to  the  cartilages,  and  then  to  the  bones  them- 
felves ; and  when  the  latter  turns  carious,  fmall 
pieces  of  bone  come  occafionally  to  be  mixed 
with  the  dreffings,  leemingly  worm-eaten ; and 
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little  particles  like  coarfe  fand  appear  in  the  dif- 
charge.  This  hiftory  of  White  Swelling,  we 
confider  to  be  that  of  the  real  Scrophulous  kind. 
It  is  defcribed  by  Mr  Bell*, and  fome  other  authors, 
under  the  title  of  rheumatic  ; but  for  this  we  can 
fee  no  good  reafon.  It  agrees  completely  with 
the  hiflory  pf  the  difeafe  in  other  parts ; and  we 
find  no  infiance  of  rheumatifm,  though  a fre- 
quent aflfedion  of  joints,  terminating  in  this  way. 
Inftcad  of  this  fpecics,  Mr  Bell  has  given  the  ap- 
pellation of  purely  Scrophulous  to  a ftill  more 
fatal  affedion,  fomewhat  fimilar  in  its  appear- 
ance indeed,  but  in  reality  a fpecies  of  Spina 
Ventofa.  This  difeafe  we  confider  as  perfedly 
unconneded  with  Scrophula  : It  is  a primary 
affedion  of  the  bones ; while  Scrophula  is  always 
a primary  affedion  of  the  foft  parts.  The  caries 
of  the  Spina  Ventofa  is  always  extremely  differ- 
ent from  the  caries  of  Scrophula.  The  former  is 
an  irregular  fleffiy  growth,  ragged  and  fpungy; 
the  latter  is  a real  gangrene  or  diilblution  of  the 
texture  of  the  bone,  no  way  fupplied  by  any 
growth  whatever.  If,  then,  this  be  a Scrophu- 
lous affedion,  it  differs  from  Scrophula  in  other 
fituations,  in  its  fymptoms,  in  its  appearance,  and 
in  its  progrefs;  but  the  other  fpecies  we  have  de- 
fcribed, correfponds  with  Scrophula,  in  a great 
degree,  in  all  its  leading  phenomena. 

# Vide  Bell  oo  Ulccrj  and  White  Swelling,  page  448. 
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The  Elbow. 

The  appearance  this  difeafe  exhibits,  when  at- 
tacking the  other  larger  joints,  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  defcribed  in  the  knee.  In  the  elbow  its 
progrefs  is  flower,  from  being  lefs  fubjedl  to  mo- 
tion ; and  it  becomes,  therefore,  lefs  formidable. 
The  abfcefles  when  formed,  heal  up,  and  break  out 
repeatedly ; and  in  this  way  it  continues,  often 
turning  neither  better  nor  worfe  for  a number  of 
years.  In  fome  cafes  the  joint,  of  itfelf,  turns 
. ftiff. 


The  Smaller  Joints. 

< / 

In  the  fmaller  joints  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe 
is  flill  more  tedious.  The  firft  perception  of  it 
is  an  increafe  of  fize  in  the  part ; for  there  is  no 
pain  to  mark  its  attack.  This  increafe  of  fize 
feels  hard,  and  infenlible,  and  gives  little  or  no 
uneafinefs  on  preflure.  As  it  enlarges,  fymptoras 
of  inflammation  appear,  and  the  ufe  of  the  joint 
comes  to  be  loft.  With  thefe  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation fome  pain  is  felt ; and  when,  after  a 
long  continuance  of  the  inflammation,  it  happens 
to  break,  at  laft,  neither  the  fize,  nor  hardnefs 
of  th<v  fwelling  is  reduced  by  it,  fimilar  to  what 
occurs  in  the  larger  joints.  The  difcharge  is  of 
a thin  ferous  fluid,  and  the  termination  is  the 
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fame  as  in  the  larger  joints ; but  at  times  exfolia- 
tion of  the  bone  takes  place  here. 


II.  INTERNAL  SPECIES. 

Tj'ROM  the  External,  we  come  now  to  examine 
^ the  Internal  Species  of  Scrophula,  which  dif- 
fer little,  in  appearance,  from  that  occupying  the 
furface  ; as  the  fame  fweliings  of  the  glands,  and 
the  fame  ulcerations  in  confequence  appear,  on 
diffedion,  in  the  internal  parts.  It  is,  however, 
found  by  experience  to  be  more  dangerous  here, 
from  the  fundions  of  the  parts  which  form  the 
feat  of  the  attacks,  being  more  important ; and 
from  the  fymptoms,  alfo,  that  marjt  the  difeafe, 
being  frequently  more  obfcure. 

Water  of  the  Head,  (Htdrociphalus 
Internls.) 

The  firfl  affedion  of  this  divifion  we  fhall  enu- 
merate is,  Water  in  the  Head,  (Hydrocephalus 
Internus),  a difeafe  which,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  its  fymptoms  in  the  firrt  Rage,  from  the  period 
of  life  that  marks  its  attack,  and  from  the  pecu- 
liar part  it  occupies,  is  in  general  fatal  in  its  ter- 
mination. 

The  molt  diflinguifhing  fymptoms  of  the  pre- 
fence of  this  malady,  enumerated  by  authors  are, 
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pain  of  the  head,  often  acrofs  the  brow,  with  a de- 
gree of  ftridure,  as  it  were,  betwixt  the  temples, 
naufea,  ficknefs,  and  other  diforder  of  the  animal 
functions,  without  any  evident  caufe,  and  fudden 
in  their  attack  ; variable  Hate  of  pulfe,  conftant 
flow  fever;  and,  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  dilatation  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  with  a 
tendency  to  a comatofe  date. 

But,  in  order  to  underftand  the  difeafe  more 
fully,  it  will  be  proper  to  confider  particularly  its 
different  ftages. 

The  firjl  Jlage  is  marked  by  lofs  of  appetite, 
a degree  of  melancholy,  and  uneafinels,  without 
the  child  being  able  to  fix  on  any  particular 
fymptom.  Pain  in  the  head  is  next  felt ; efpeci- 
ally  above  the  eyes,  and  in  a dirediort  betwixt 
the  temples.  This  tenfive  pain  gradually  ex- 
tends, and  is  at  laft  felt  more  flrongly  in  the  arm 
and  leg  of  one  fide.  The  affedions  of  ftomach 
then  commence,  and  alternate  with  the  pain  and 
uneafinefs  of  the  head  : the  febrile  fymptoms, 
though  pretty  conftant,  are  milder  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  fuffer  always  an  evening  exacerbation  : 
vomiting  occafion^lly  occurs ; but  coftivenefs  is  a 
leading  charaderiftic  fymptom.  The  tongue  is 
little  affeded  till  towards  the  end,  when  it  af- 
fumes  a fcarlet  colour,  and  fometimes  becomes 
aphthous,  or  fpotted.  As  the  diieafe  advances, 
all  the  fymptoms  of  hedic  are  confpicuous  ; and 
during  the  whole  of  the  malady,  the  child  thews 
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a ftrong  propenfity  to  the  bed,  or  a defire  to 
avoid  being  touched  or  moved. 

' In  the  fecond  Jlage  a remarkable  alteration  is 
perceived  in  the  pulfe,  which  becomes  flow  and 
heavy.  The  diteaie  is  alfo  flrongly  marked  by 
the  date  of  the  eyes,  for  a dilatation  of  the  pupil 
is  obfervable,  and  fometimes  even  double  viiion 
prevails.  The  child  alio  frequently  fcreamS  out, 
without  being  able  to  allign  a caufe  \ and  his  deep 
is  in  general  difturbed. 

In  the  third Jlage  the  pulfc  returns  again  to 
the  febrile  date,  becoming  uncommonly  quick 
and  variable. 

From  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  clear,  that 
all  the  fymptomsof  its  tint  tlage  may  be  millaken 
for  a paroxyfm,  or  fit  of  fever.  It  is  only  the  fu- 
pervention  of  the  fecond  one  that  properly  cha- 
raderifes  it.  This  will  appear  more  ftrikingly, 
if  wc  bring  into  one  point  of  view,  the  leading 
fymptoms  of  each  ftage  already  detailed. 

In  the  firjl  then,  the  pulfe  is  quick,  the  fkin 
hot ; there  prevails  a refile  fine  ts,  and  an  incapa- 
city to  bear  the  light ; the  patient  picks  his  nofe, 
and  the  belly  is  irregular. 

But,  in  the  fecond , the  pulfe  is  flow,  often  down 
at  40,  and  irregular.  There  generally  takes  place 
a coniiderable  degree  of  fquinting,  and  the  patient 
frequently  pafles  a good  many  worms,  a circunv 
fiance  deceiving  to  a praditioner,  as  well  as  to  the 
attendants. 

In  the  lajl  Jlage  the  pulfe  often  becomes  re- 
markably quick,  to  the  length,  in  fome  particu- 
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lar  inftances,  of  186,  and  even  210.  The  pupils 
are  dilated ; convullions  and  paralytic  affections 
fupervene  ; blood,  at  times,  gullies  from  the  ears ; 
and,  at  length,  on  the  occurrence  of  laborious 
breathing,  the  patient  dies. 

This  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  be  almoft  peculiar 
to  infancy.  Its  attacks  are  feldom  known  to  ex- 
tend beyond  the  fourteenth  year.  It  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  always  fatal ; for  the  cafes  of 
cures  related  by  authors,  are  very  much  doubted 
by  many  of  the  firlt  practitioners,  and  confidered 
rather  as  fo  many  miftaken  inftances  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

In  diflections  of  this  malady,  four  fpecies  of  ap- 
pearances have  been  difcovered  in  the  Brain  : 

1.  Simple  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  veflels, 
which  appear,  as  it  were,  gorged  without  any  lo- 
cal lefion. 

2.  A fmall  quantity  of  fluid  effufed  into  its  ca- 
vity, generally  from  three  to  four  ounces ; and 
this  fluid  is  found  the  fame  as  occurs  in  droply 
elfe  where. 

3.  Collections  of  a vifcid  tenacious  matter  in 
cyfts  found  upon  its  external  furface. 

4.  Tumors  formed  upon  the  brain. 

As  this  difeafe  occurs  chiefly  in  children,  and  m 
families  who  fhew  evident  marks  of  Scrophula,  it 
mull  be  conlidered  as  an  affection  of  this  clais,  and 
as  arifing  from  that  laxity  and  lofs  of  tone,  confpi- 
cuous  in  every  part,  which,  in  this  cafe,  particularly 
affects  the  veflels  of  the  brain  ; while  the  effufion 
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poured  out,  is  to  be  regarded,  rather  as  a confe- 
quence  than  a caufe  of  the  diieafe. 

A itronger  confirmation,  alfq,  of  the  Scrophu- 
lous  nature  of  this  aiTeclion,  may  be  adduced  from 
this  fad,  that  feverai  remarkable  inilances  of  Pul- 
monary Confumption,  and  a fimilar  affedion  of  the 
head,  in  more  advanced  life,  have  been  known  to 
alternate  with  each  other;  thus  (hewing themfelves 
to  be  various  modifications  of  the  fame  malady. 

Mesenteric  Consumption,  (Tabes  Mesen- 

terica.) 

This  form  of  Scrophula  is,  perhaps,  equally 
frequent  and  fatal,  if  not  more  fo  than  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption  ; and  while  the  latter  is  more 
common  in  its  attack,  utter  the  age  ot  puberty,  the 
former  always  precedes  this  period,  and  items,  in- 
deed, to  be  the  primary  Scrophulous  alleciion,  or 
moll  frequent  feat  of  the  difeafe  in  children,  under 
the  age  ot  three.  As  Pulmonary  Confumption  is  of- 
ten overlooked  in  its  commencement;  fo  this  form 
of  the  difeafe  is  often  entirely  millaken  during 
the  whole  period  of  its  continuance ; and  the  fatal 
eatadrophe  is  attributed  to  other  cauies  than 
thole  which  have  actually  produced  it. 

From  the  obtlrudton  to  nouriihment,  the 
fymptoms  that  mark  this  diieafe,  are  a gradual 
loofenefs,  and  fiaccidity  of  fieth.  Thefe  fymp- 
tomj  are  attended  with  a palencfs  of  countenance, 
a general  languor  and  debility,  fo  that  the  child 
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fenfibly  falls  off,  cannot  walk,  if  formerly  able  to 
do  it;  and,  from  a fcnfe  of  languor,  inclines  ftrong- 
ly  to  remain  in  one  pofture.  To  thefe  general 
fymptoms  are  joined  variable  ftate  of  appetite, 
irregularity  of  belly,  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  a fenfible  increafe  of  its  fixe,  accompanied 
more  or  lefs  with  hardnefs  and  pain.  There  pre- 
vails alfo  a conflant  hedtic,  denoted  by  exceffive 
third,  heat  of  palms,  fetid  breath,  &c.  It  is  this 
hedlic  which  renders  the  difeafe  equivocal,  and 
occafions  its  being  miitaken  for  teething,  or 
worms.  The  Diarrhea,  or  loofenefs,  that  attends 
it,  is  peculiarly  marked  by  frothy  fetid  flools, 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  mixed  with  matter; 
and  by  this  fymptom,  or  dropfy,  the  difeafe  proves 
fatal  at  laft:.  In  fome  rare  cafes,  none  of  thole  laft 
fymptoms  have  occurred,  and  the  child  has  been 
cut  off,  rather  by  a gradual  emaciation,  or  wafting, 
without  any  ftrong  marked  fymptom  of  difeafe. 

This  difeafe,  unlefs  taken  at  its  commencement, 
is  almoft  always  mortal ; but  if  not  fo,  it  lays,  at 
leaft,  the  foundation  for  a weakly  conftitution, 
and  bad  health,  during  the  remainder  of  life. 

Difledtions  of  it  ihew  an  enlargement  of  the 
Mefenteric  Glands ; and  their  appearances  are 
various,  according  to  the  violence  of  the  previous 
fymptoms  of  the  malady,  and  alfo  the  length  of 
time  it  has  continued,  before  proving  fatal : Along 
with  their  enlargement,  they  are  generally  fofter 
to  the  touch  than  in  the  natural  ftate.  When 
cut  into,  they  fometimes  ftiow  very  much,  though 
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in  no  cafe  entirely  the  natural  dru&ure;  but 
inore  frequently  they  are  changed,  in  part,  into  a 
white  foft  curdly  matter ; and  this  is  not  uncom- 
monly mixed  with  pus.  In  proportion  to  the  ge- 
neral enlargement  of  the  glands,  is  the  fwelling 
of  the  belly,  and  the  degree  of  emaciation.  In 
fome  rare  cafes,  they  have  been  found  entirely 
obltruded,  and  thus  the  fupply  of  uouri  foment  to 
the  body  is  entirely  cut  off*. 

Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  (Pthisis  Pul- 

monalis.) 

Pulmonary  Consumption  is  a more  frequent 
fpecies  of  Internal  Scrophula,  than  any  other  in 
this  country,  except  the  lad  : We  may  compute, 
that  in  thefe  lflands  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  confi- 
derably  above  10,000  fall  annually  f a facrifice 
to  this  malady,  from  the  age  of  feventeen,  to  that 
of  thirty-five  ; and  of  all  thefe  patients,  the  vic- 
tims of  confumption,  at  lead  ninety  out  of  each 

hundred, 

* It  appears  by  calculation,  that  one-half  of  the  children 
born,  die  before  the  end  of  two  years  of! ; of  this  half,  we  may 
fafdy  fay,  that  at  leaft  a third  is  cut  off  by  this  form  of  Scro. 
phula. 

f To  fiiow  the  annual  mortality,  from  confumption,  we 
have  here  fubjoined  a table  from  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
Bills  of  mortality,  the  two  capitals  of  the  Ifland,  of  the 
numbers  under  the  article  Confumption,  for  a feries  of  53 
years,  beginning  at  the  1740. 


Year. 
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hundred,  are  pure  Scrophulous  affections.  This 
clifeafe  is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  from  the  inii- 
dious  manner  in  which  it  makes  its  attack.  No 
alarming  fymptom,  either  of  pain  or  fudden 
change,  accompanies  its  commencement : under 

the 


Year. 

Lond. 

Edin. 

Year, 

Lond. 

Edik. 

1740 

49 1 9 

278 

1 767 

4333 

223 

1 

4981 

349 

8 

4379 

y75 

2 

4353 

328 

9 

4249 

155 

3 

47.6 

277 

70 

4594 

295 

4 

3865 

271 

1 

48c  9 

3°4 

5 

4015 

290 

2 

5 ' 79 

3°4 

6 

4887 

323 

3 

4825  . 

292 

7 

4560 

248 

4 

4242 

352 

$ 

4487 

2?9 

5 

4452 

329 

9 

4^23 

221 

6 

450S 

1 29 

5° 

4543 

l86 

7 

4906 

263 

1 

4182 

232 

S 

4426 

*95. 

2 

355s 

I98 

9 

4479 

188 

3 

39 1 5 

I98 

80 

4889 

tS7 

4 

4241 

212 

1 

45*6 

1 84 

5 

4322 

203 

? 

4851 

213 

6 

4459 

228 

3 

4575 

167 

7 

3973 

278 

4 

454° 

229 

8 

3411 

27O 

5 

45^9 

164 

9 

3569 

231 

6 

4987 

!53 

60 

3776 

256 

7 

4579 

535 

1 

41 10 

239 

8 

5086 

583 

2 

5 ‘39 

l88 

9 

5 1 7? 

518 

3 

4892 

272 

90 

4852 

563 

4 

4437 

3°9 

1 

5090 

584 

5 

4*7  6 

216 

2 

5255 

574 

6 

4685 

227 

3 

5474 

606 

From  this  account,  it  will  appear,  that  there  has  been  a 
eonfidcrable  increafe  of  the  mortality,  from  this  difeafe, 
within  thefe  few  years.  The  mortality,  from  it,  in  London, 
may  be  rated  at  one-feventh  of  the  whole  ; in  Edinburgh 
about  one-eighth. 

Ill 
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the  form  of  a flight  cold,  it  deals  on  its  ravages, 
and  it  is  commonly  beyond  the  power  of  art  to  flop 
its  progrefs,  before  the  nature  of  the  diieafe  is  as- 
certained. On  this  account  authors  have  been  at 
much  pains  to  mark  its  hrft  approaches,  and  to 
caution  patients  from  neglefling  a due  attention 
to  the  iymptoms  of  its  threatened  attack,  by  re- 
garding them  as  the  common  attendants  of  a tem- 
porary cold,  or  catarrh.  This  atfe&ion,  indeed, 
precedes  it ; but  though  properly  confined  to  the 
throat,  or  (bronchac),  in  other  conliitutions,  it, 
in  this,  is  more  extenlive,  and  carries  the  fame 
morbid  difpofition,  with  rapidity,  to  the  lungs. 

The  JbJi  fymptom,  then,  of  the  Scrophulous 
Confumption,  is  a fhort  noify  cough,  with  flight 
occafional  hoarfenels,  which  foon  becomes  habi- 
tual. and  little  attended  to.  Nothing  is  fpit  up, 
but  a trifling  frothy  mucus,  which  feems  to  pro- 
eeed  no  farther  than  from  the  throat.  Along 
with  thefe  iymptoms,  the  breathing  is  felt  fome- 

In  Dr  Arbuthnot’s  time,  he  rated  it,  in  London,  only  at 
one  tenth,  in  the  general  bills,  we  find  always  the  months 
of  April  and  May'tbc  moll  fatal,  which  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  mortality  from  Confumption,  thefe  being  the  two  fatal 
months  for  its  termination.  If,  betwixt  London  and  Edin- 
burgh alone,  nearly  6»co  annually  perilh  from  this  malady, 
we  are  certainly  much  within  bounds,  when  we  rate  th; 
whole,  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  at  confiderably  above  1 0,000. 
This  is  making  every  allowance  for  die  alledgcd  inaccuracy 
of  thofe  who  make  up  the  bills,  in  Uieir  reporting  every  cafe 
where  extreme  emaciation  prevails,  as  an  inilancc  of  Con- 
firmation. 


what 
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what  impeded,  and  eafily  hurried  by  the  flighted 
motion,  efpecially  on  going  up  any  afcent.  There 
prevails  alfo  a fort  of  flight  flridure,  or  fuJlnefs, 
acrofs  the  bread.  During  this  time,  fome  emaci- 
ation of  body  takes  place,  and  a feeblenefs  and 
languor  is  felt  by  the  patient  himfelf,  without  his 
being  able  to  aflign  a proper  reafon  for  it.  An 
increafed  irritability  of  mind,  is  likewife  obferv- 
able,  and  a want  of  the  ufual  animation.  On  in- 
fpeding  the  tongue,  it  appears  remarkably  red 
and  clean,  and  continues  fo  till  near  the  end  of 
the  difeale,  when  the  Aphthous  inflammation 
comes  on.  The  teeth  are  commonly,  here,  re- 
markably found,  and  acquire,  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  malady,  a more  than  ordinary  whitenefs. 
The  fame  is  confpicuous  in  the  eye,  which  gra- 
dually aflumes  a pearly  colour,  or  blueifh  call,  as 
the  red  veflfels  of  its  furface  (or  Albuginea),  dif- 
appear.  This  morbid  Hate,  or  rather  gradual  pre- 
lude to  decay,  generally  continues  for  a confider- 
able  time.  During  this  interval,  the  perfon  is 
more  eafily  affeded,  than  ufual,  with  flight  colds ; 
and,  during  their  attack,  occafional  pains  of  cheft, 
arife,  fometimes  confining  of  dull,  obtufe  pains, 
under  the  flioulder  blade,  in  the  fide,  or  under 
the  breaft.  At  lad,  after  one  of  thefe  colds,  an 
aggravation  of  difeafe  enfues  ; the  pedoral  fymp- 
toms  encreafe,  particularly  the  cough  towards 
night;  a confiderable  expedoration  begins,  and  the 
hedic,  formerly  obfcure  and  fluduating,  becomes 
now  exquifitely  formed,  manifefting  itfelf  by  re- 
gular 
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jritlnr  exacerbations  after  eating,  and  a conflant 
rncreafe  at  night : It  is  from  this  time  that  the 
fleep  becomes  difhirbed  and  oppreft.  A morning 
fvveat  alfo  takes  place,  at  firit  partial,  or  confined 
to  the  head  and  bread,  and  only  occafional ; at 
lad  becoming  general  and  condant,  or  alternating 
with  a loofenels,  (or  diarrhea),  fo  that  the  wretch- 
ed patient  is  reduced  to  the  lad  ftage  of  emaciation 
and  debility  ; for  under  thele  tymptoms,  the  muf- 
cular  flefh  wades  to  the  greateft  poilible  degree. 
The  nails  aflume  an  adunque  or  curved  form ; and 
a gradual  decay  appears  ineverv  part, attended  with 
fome  degree  of  fweUing  (or  aedema),  of  the  lower 
extremities.  Ir»  this  date,  when  contemplated, 
the  emaciated  figure  drikes  one  with  horror;  the 
forehead  covered  with  drops  of  fwcat ; the  cheeks 
painted  with  a livid  criutfnn;  the  eyes  funk  ; the 
little  fat  that  railed  them  in  their  orbits,  entirely 
wafted;  the  pulfe  quick  and  tremulous;  the  nails 
long,  dry,  and  bending  over  the  ends  of  the  fin- 
gers ; the  palms  of  the  hands  dry,  and  painfully 
hot  to  the  touch  ; the  breath  odenlive,  quick,  and 
laborious;  amMhe  cough  fo  incedant  as.  fcarce 
to  allow  the  wretched  luderer  time  to  tell  his 
complaints:  yet,  even  at  this  period,  and  during 
the  whole  progreis  of  the  difi-afe,  the  mind  ac- 
quires an  additional  confidence  and  hope,  p< .fie ties 
a more  lively  perception  of  certain  recovery,  and 
fecis  emotions  of  the  mo  l fattenug  and  conf  la- 
tory  kind,  which  auenti  it  to  the  lad  houg.l 
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From  this  general  defcription  of  Pulmonary 
Confumption,  the  chief  fymptoms  that  mark  its 
progrels,  are  cough , expectoration,  pain  of  chcjl , 
and/c-wr.  Each  of  tliefe  we  (hall,  therefore,  con- 
fider  more  at  large,  and  the  peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  that  characterize  them  in  Scrophulous  cafes. 

The  cough  may  be  mentioned  as  the  firjl,  and 
leading  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  : it  commonly  at- 
tacks by  fits ; is  hard  and  dry,  and  comes  on, 
efpecially  on  any  increafed  aCtion  of  the  veftels. 
By  fome,  it  has  been  compared  to  a found  ifiuing 
from  fome  hollow  cavity.  It  is  molt  fevere  on 
firft  going  to  bed,  and  is  for  the  molt  part  worle 
in  the  night  than  in  the  day-time:  a fenfe  of  full- 
nefs  of  the  cheft,  or  difficulty  of  breathing,  attends 
it.  Indeed,  from  the  firft  of  the  difeafe,  the 
breathing,  is  commonly  two  or  three  times  more 
frequent  than  that  of  a perfon  in  health,  neither 
can  the  infpiration,  or  expectoration,  be  continued 
fo  long  at  a time. 

Thefe  fits  are  apt  to  recur  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  exceffively  fatigue  the 
patient.  They  are  terminated  by  the  expectora- 
tion of  a frothy  matter,  which  feems  to  come  only 
from  the  throat,  (or  fauces).  Very  often  there 
is  a continued  wheezing  on  every  infpiration  ; but 
this  is  not  always  fo  diltinCt. 

The  expectoration,  Xh&fccond  fymptom,  general- 
ly comes  on  fome  weeks  after  the  commencement 
of  the  cough  ; it  is  a fymptom  very  variable  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  At  firft  it  confifts  of 

nothing 
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nothing  more  than  this  frothy  matter,  already 
mentioned  ; but  as  foon  as  the  difcafe  advances 
fomevvhat,  it  becomes  thick,  vifcid,  and  heavy,  of 
an  alb  colour,  and  marks  then  the  permanent  af- 
feClion  of  the  lungs.  When  the  difeale  proceeds 
dill  farther,  a purulent  matter  is  difcharged,  of  a 
greenifh,  or  yellow  colour,  at  times  fetid,  and 
having  an  aCtual  putrid  tafle  ; but  this  matter  is 
always  mixed  with  more  or  lefs  of  the  vifcid  fub- 
llance  already  deferibed,  which  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  true  Scropnulous  expectoration,  the 
other  being  rather  extraneous,  and  formed  into 
this  purulent  dare  by  the  progrefs  of  the  inflam- 
mation. When  the  fits  of  coughing  are  fevere, 
fuch  expectoration  is  frequently  mixed  or  (freak- 
ed with  blood.  The  quantity  fpit  up,  is  very  va- 
rious ; but  is  often,  when  the  fymptom*  of  the  dif- 
eafe  are  acute,  not  lefs  than  two  or  three  pints  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  The  patient  fometimes 
feels,  diltinCtly,  the  expectoration  proceed  from 
the  fide  where  he  feels  feme  pain  : this  fy mptom 
always  lelfens  conliderably  towards  the  end  of 
the  difcafe,  and  is  a mark  of  the  approaching  ter- 
mination ; its  talle  varies  as  well  as  the  other 
circumllances  of  its  confidence  and  appearance ; 
fometimes  it  is  fweet,  at  other  times  it  is  faltilh, 
purulent,  &. c.  When  critically  examined,  by 
fubmitting  it  to  the  ted  of  experiment,  the  ex- 
pectoration can  hardly  be  called  real  pus ; it 
agrees  both  with  pus  and  mucus  in  fome  of  its 
properties,  but  it  differs  materially  in  others  ; and 
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it  appears  to  be  the  fame  matter  as  difcharged  in 
other  Scrophulous  cafes,  only  approaching,  here, 
fomewhat  nearer  to  pus,  from  the  particular  litu- 
ation  from  which  it  proceeds 

In  £jme  cafes  tills  difeafe  has  been  known  to 
proceed  to  its  fatal  termination,  without  any  pu- 
rulent expedoration  whatever.  This  may  pro- 
ceed from  two  caufes,  either  from  a vomica,  which 
buriling  fuddenly,  fuffocates  the  patient  before 
allowing  time  for  expedoration  ; or  it  may  pro- 
ceed from  the  powers  of  the  conftitution  not  be- 
ing fufficiently  llrong  to  produce  matter  in  the 
tubercles  before  the  fatal  event  takes  place.  Such 
cafes,  however,  are  very  rare,  and  form  little  ex- 
ception to  the  general  hiftory  detailed  ; as  c\en,  in 
thefe  cafes,  the  other  leading  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe conftantly  attend. 

Frequently,  in  this  difeafe,  the  expedoration 
begins  with  a fpitting  of  blood,  (Hemoptylis), 
efpecially  where  the  fits  of  coughing  are  fevere, 
and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  alfo  confiderable. 

The  prefage  of  this  fpitting  is  generally  a drow- 
linefs  and  iaintnefs.  This  is  preceded  by  a fenle 
of  fullnefs,  weight,  and  heat  in  the  bread,  parti- 
cularly under  the  brcail  bone,  (or  Sternum)  ; it 

* Mr  Darwin’s  experiments  on  the  difference  betwixt  Mucus 
and  Pus,  arc  by  no  means  concluiive.  I)r  Ryan,  in  a iate  publi- 
cation on  tins  difeafe,  has  irdtituted  one,  which  he  deems  a cer- 
tain criterion.  A folution  of  Pus,  he  tells  us,  in  the  concentrat- 
ed Vitriolic  Acid,  becomes  always  turbid  on  the  addition  of 
water.  A folution  of  Mucus  does  not. 
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is  brought  up  with  a degree  of  hauking,  or  effort 
to  expectorate,  and  makes  Tome  noife  in  its  puf- 
lage  through  the  wind-pipe.  The  quantity  dif- 
charged  in  this  way  is  various,  often  little  at  a 
time,  confiding  only  in  a mouthful,  or  two ; but 
tome  times  it  is  more  confiderable,  and  has  been 
known  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  a pint : It  is 
of  a florid  colour,  and  feels  as  if  riling  warm  from 
the  bread.  If  not  at  firft  accompanied  with  matter, 
this,  for  the  mod  part,  takes  place  in  the  end  ; and 
return  of  blood  is  commonly  two  or  three  times 
before  the  fit  lettle,  being  apt,  alfo,  to  recur  again 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  appearance  of 
blood,  however,  is  always  flighted  when  the  pu- 
rulent expectoration  is  confiderabie. 

Pain  of  elicit,  the  third  fymptom,  is  equally  va- 
rious in  different  cafes,  as  the  two  others  we  have 
detailed.  In  manv  there  is  no  pain  felt  during 
the  whole  progrels  of  the  difeafe,  except,  at  times, 
a flitch  or  two  from  llrefs  of  cough,  which  is  mere- 
ly temporary,  and  departs  toon  after.  In  other 
cafes  there  prevails  a general  toreneis  of  the  died, 
particularly  when  the  cough  has  been  fevere,  felt 
either  by  (hooting  pains  in  the  bread,  uneaiinefs 
on  the  edge  of  the  hypochondria,  upper  part  of 
the  belly,  (or  abdomen),  and  loins.  In  others 
there  is  acute  pain  of  only  one  fide,  ntorc  rarely 
oi  both,  increafed  very  much  on  infpiration,  fo 
that  the  patient  can  neither  bear  preflure,  nor  lie 
on  the  part ; thefe  pains  often  precede  the  cough 
altogether.  The  continuance  of  this  fymptom  is 

uncertain, 
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uncertain,  and  it  returns  frequently  in  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  fever,  the  lajl  fy mptom  that  remains  to  be 
examined,  requires  very  particular  notice,  as  point- 
ing out,  in  fome  degree,  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady. It  begins  with  a lenfe  of  coldnefs,  or  rather 
what  may  be  termed  creeping  of  the  flefh,  which 
comes  on  every  day,  or,  rather,  every  other  day,  be- 
ing by  no  means  regular  at  firft.  This  feeling  is 
fucceeded,  either  by  a burning  heat,  continuing 
all  night  with  intenfe  third  ; or,  at  other  times,  a 
more  moderate  heat,  only  a little  increafed  to- 
wards evening.  For  fometime,  the  exacerbations 
of  this  fever,  are  by  no  means  fo  diftinct  as  fet 
down  by  authors.  At  laft,  indeed,  from  the  time 
the  purulent  expe&oration  is  conliderable,  both 
the  mid-day  and  afternoon  ones,  efpecially  the 
latter,  become  ftrong  and  regular ; they  are  then 
eafily  marked  by  a circumfcribed  florid  rednefs, 
or  flufhing  of  the  cheeks,  which  renders  the  co- 
lour of  the  reft  of  the  face  more  remarkable,  be- 
ing pale,  and  looking  as  if  it  were  not  clean  wafli- 
ed.  To  this  appearance  of  the  face  is  joined 
great  heat  of  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  feet. 
This  heat  is  lucceeded  by  a fweating  ftage,  rather 
partial  at  firft,  and  confined  to  the  head  and 
breaft ; but  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  it 
becomes  more  general  and  profufe  ; or,  inftead  of 
it,  a colliquative  locl'enefs,  (or  diarrhea),  takes 
place  ; more  rarely  a colliquative  di  (charge  of 
urine  > from  the  frequency  of  which,  fy mptorns  ot 
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inflammation  of  the  urethra,  (or  pafiage),  and 
heat  of  the  difcharge  arife.  In  this  way  the  hec- 
tic may  be  faid  to  advance,  with  all  its  horrors. 
But  though  the  mid-day  and  evening  exacerba- 
tions would  feem,  in  moil  cafes,  the  regular  pe- 
riods of  the  acceflion  of  the  hectic,  yet  this  does 
not  by  any  means  hold  as  a Hated  or  conftant 
rule ; and  we  find,  in  particular  initances,  very 
great  variations  in  this  refpcCt. 

The  pulfe  in  this  fever  varies  conllderably ; in 
fome  cafes  it  will  not  exceed  fixty,  and  continue 
long  at  this  rate,  fo  as  to  render  the  real  Hate  of 
the  patient  very  deceitful.  Hence,  on  iirft  vifiting 
a patient,  and  unacquainted  with  the  exact  pro- 
grefs  of  the  malady,  a phyfician  is  very  apt  to  Ire 
miftaken.  In  other  cafes,  and  molt  commonly, 
it  is  above  an  hundred,  and  fmall.  When  the 
expectoration  confifts  of  blood,  it  is  often  above 
an  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  other  fymptoms 
of  the  fever  equally  ftrong ; towards  the  clofe  of 
the  dileafe,  in  particular  circumltances,  w hen  the 
breathing  is  highly  obftructed,  it  riles  ft  ill  higher. 

Though  no  delirium,  in  general,  attends  this 
fpecies  of  fever,  yet  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  evening-exacerbation,  it  fome- 
times  occurs. 

The  aphthous,  or  fpotted  appearance  of  the 
tongue,  which  marks  the  advanced  ftage  of  this 
fever,  and  is  confidcred  as  the  fymptom  of  ap- 
proaching diflblution,  fometimes  departs  before 
its  termination  ; the  tongue  turns  clean,  aflumes 

the 
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the  fame  appearance  as  in  the  ftrft  days  of  the 
malady;  but  it  always  recurs  before  the  fatal 
event. 

To  thefe  leading  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  the 
Rate  of  the  principal  functions,  during  its  pro- 
greis,  may  be  alfo  joined.  The  appetite,  we 
find,  till  towards  the  end,  not  much  impaired; 
fometimes  even  a voracious  appetite  prevails. 
The  digeftion,  alfo,  fullers  little  or  no  interruption. 
The  fenfes  are  clear  and  unaffected  ; that  of 
hearing  is  fometimes  increafed,  and  the  functions 
of  the  brain,  teem  to  lol'e  little,  or  none  of  their 
energy,  while  the  reft  of  the  fyftem  ftiews  the 
ftrongeft  marks  of  decay.  Of  the  animal  facul- 
ties, it  may  be  obferved,  the  delire  for  venery  is 
augmented,  efpecially  towards  the  end  of  the  dif- 
eafe ; and  when  indulged,  as  in  the  Rate  of  ma- 
trimony, it  hurries  on,  more  rapidly,  the  fatal  ter- 
mination of  the  malady. 

This  difeafe  is,  properly,  of  two  fpecies,  which 
we  may  term  the  acute  and  chronic  ; the  former 
clofes  its  career  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four 
months  from  its  commencement,  and  proves  fatal ; 
the  other  is  protracted,  for  a term  of  years,  with 
intervals  of  cafe.  The  patient  complains  in  win- 
ter and  fpving,  and  gets  better  during  fummer 
and  autumn.  It  generally,  however,  though  not 
always,  proves  fatal  at  laft ; either  by  the  increafe 
of  the  pectoral  fymptoms,  or,  on  their  remiflion, 
an  attack  of  dropiy  fucceeds.  In  the  former  cafe, 
the  fatal  penod  with  molt  perfons,  is  the  end  ot 
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fpring,  or  beginning  of  fummer,  for  they  fcldom, 
it  has  been  remarked,  out-iive  the  month  of 
May  *. 

Some  remarkable  in  (lances  of  rood  rapid  ema- 
ciation, in  the  firil  fpecies  of  this  diieafe,  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  authors.  Thus,  Yalli  men- 
tions a cafe  where  the  decay  was  fo  rapid,  that 
the  very  hair  fell  o(f  in  the  iirtl  days  of  the  com- 
plaint. This  may  be  termed  a general  breaking 
up  of  conrtitution.  In  other  cafes,  the  patients 
have  been  known  to  preferve  fome  degree  of  cor- 
pulence to  the  latl,  in  ipite  of  all  the  colliquative 
fymptoms  which  attend  its  progrefs. 

Though  the  difeale  may  he  pronounced  almolt 
always  fatal,  as  appears  from  the  annual  mortali- 
ty it  occafions,  yet  recoveries  from  it  have  taken 
place ; or,  at  lead,  its  termination  has  been 
retarded  bv  one  of  four  tircumdances,  viz,  mad- 
nefs,  pregnancy,  large  wounds,  and  eruptions. 

The  dideclions  of  this  fpccies  ferve  fome  what 
to  explain  the  nature  of  Scrophula  in  other  fitua- 
tions ; and  much  information  is  afforded,  on  this 
head,  by  the  labours  of  the  late  ingenious  Dr 
Stark.  The  feat  of  rbe  diieafe  is  found,  clearly, 
to  cxid  in  the  cellular  fuhdance  of  the  lungs, 
where  round,  firm  bodies,  named  tubercles,  arc 
formed,  fimilar  to  the  f welling  of  the  lymphatic 
glands,  on  the  external  l'urface;  they  are  of  dif- 

* The  caufc  of  this  rapidity  of  it*  prngref*,  in  different  cafes, 
may  be  explained  by  the  difference  of  the  two  conditutions  ; the 
T»&im«  of  Scrophula,  as  pointed  out  in  Sedh  3.  of  Part  II. 
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ferent  fixes,  from  the  finalled  granule,  to  lmlf 
an  inch  in  diameter;  and  often  in  cluflers: 
lhey  adhere,  pretty  clofely  to  the  fubftance 
of  the  lungs,  and  have  no  particular  cover- 
ing, or  capfulc.  In  proportion  to  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  fize,  is  their  firmnefs ; and  when 
cut  into,  in  this  ftate,  they  are  of  a white  colour, 
with  a confidence  nearly  approaching  to  carti- 
lage ; in  fome  part  of  them  there  is  always  a 
finall  pit,  or  hollow,  where,  as  they  increafe,  the 
formation  of  matter  begins,  and,  at  length,  they 
pal's  into  vomica;.  But  the  formation  of  matter 
is  not  always  determined  by  their  fize.  In  fome 
it  begins  very  early.  When  in  finall  quantity, 
the  confidence  of  the  matter,  is  thick  and  curdy; 
when  in  greater  quantity  it  is  thinner,  and  more 
refembling  the  matter  of  a common  fore. 

As  matter  forms,  the  fubdance  of  the  tubercle 
melts  down,  leaving  in  the  end  only  a thin 
covering;  and  this  melting  down,  appears  to  be 
without  any  very  increaied  lymptoms  of  inflam- 
mation taking  place. 

All  thefe  tubercles  have  an  opening  into,  or 
conne&ion  with  the  trachea  ; fo  that  the  matter 
contained  in  them,  comes  to  be  difeharged  in  this 
wav,  unlefs  they  are  very  large  before  they  break  ; 
the  matter  difeharged  then  alters  its  appear* 
ance.  They  have  alfo  openings  into  each  other ; 
but  the  openings  into  the  trachea  arc  different  in 
fliape  from  thofe  with  each  other;  the  former  are 
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round  and  fmooth,  the  latter  irregular  and  rag- 
ged. 

The  matter  difchargcd  from  the  vomica?*  is,  in 
general,  much  the  fame  with  that  difcharged 
from  Scrophulous  ulcers  elfe where.  It  is  puru- 
lent in  its  appearance;  but  in  its  properties  it  re- 
fcnibles  mucus  more  than  pus. 

The  principal  iituution  of  tubercles  and  vomi- 
cae, is  the  upper,  and  back  part  of  the  lungs. 
Sometimes  they  occupy  the  outer  part ; and 
wherever  they  are,  adhelions  to  the  pleura,  are  there 
formed,  which  ihew  them  to  be  the  production  of 
inflammation;  but  of  an  inflammation  llmiLar  to 
that  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  devoid  of  pain  iu 
its  progrefs,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  as  well  as  the  want  of  irritability  in  the  part. 
Sometimes  the  pleura,  at  that  part,  is  found  even 
dedroyed  by  the  matter  of  the  vomica:,  w hen  at- 
tempting to  force  its  way  externally.  By  thefe 
adhefions,  the  communication  betwixt  the  cavity 
of  the  vomica;,  and  the  ched,  is  cut  off. 

As  a further  proof  that  fonie  date  of  inflamma- 
tion originally  produces  thefe  vomica?,  the  air  ve- 
ficles,  and  even  the  cellular  fubftance  of'  the  lungs, 
is  every  where  red  in  their  neighbourhood,  and 
no  air  enters  that  part  of  their  fubftance ; fo  that 
their  principal  functions,  in  that  part  of  the  lungs, 
is  dedroyed.  Even  tiie  large  vcfTels  of  the  lungs, 
alfo,  as  they  approach  thefe  parts,  become  fudden- 
ly  contracted,  and  their  canals  fhut  up  by  a fib- 
rous fubftance.  An  obliteration  of  vafcular  ftruc- 
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ture  evidently  take  place,  and  no  veil'd  can  br 
traced,  either  into  thei’e  vomicae,  or  the  parts  very 
near  them.  The  inflammation,  from  the  diieaf- 
ed  portion  of  the  lungs,  is  even  communicated  to 
the  trachea,  which  appears  red,  wherever  the  vef* 
fels  are  connected  with  the  vomicae. 

The  real  portion  of  the  lungs,  affected  by  this 
ffate  of  difcafe,  is  different  in  different  cafes.  At 
times  the  whole  lungs  may  be  laid  to  be  clifeafed, 
fo  that  not  a fourth  part  of  them  remains  lit  for 
the  tranfmiilion  of  air  : This  is  for  the  molt  part 
the  cafe  ; but,  in  feme  rare  inffances,  life  has  been 
protraCted  till  not  one-twentieth  part  of  them  ap- 
peared on  diffeCtion,  fit  for  carrying  on  this  impor- 
tant function.  Where  the  difeafe,as  moil  frequent- 
ly happens,  is  only  partial,  affecting,  as  mentioned, 
but  about  a fourth  part  of  the  lungs,  the  upper 
and  pofterior  parts  are,  then,  always  found  difeaf- 
cd  ; the  under,  and  anterior,  remain  free,  though 
not  entirely  in  the  natural  ffate.  The  left  lobe, 
alfo,  it  has  been  obferved,  is  much  oftener  a Heel- 
ed than  the  right  one  ; and  this  is  confirmed  by 
all  the  morbid  collections  of  anatomifts. 

From  this  view  of  the  difeafe,  which  difiec- 
tion  affords,  tubercles  and  vomicae  conffitute 
the  charaCteriffic  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  in 
every  form;  and  its  incurable  nature  may  be, 
hence,  readily  accounted  for.  Tubercles  have, 
indeed,  in  no  cafe  of  diffeCtion  of  this  difeafe, 
ever  been  found  ablent ; but  vomicae  frequently 
have,  and  conffitute,  therefore,  a more  advanced 
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fiage  of  the  morbid  alteration.  Each  of  thcfe 
tubercles  is  to  be  considered  in  the  fame  light,  as 
that  of  an  External  Lymphatic  Swelling,  which,  in 
order  to  its  termination,  mull  neceffarily  pals  into 
ulceration,  and  be  liable  to  all  the  corifequences 
that  either  attend  this,  or  any  rupture  of  the  te- 
guments in  other  filtration s ; while  an  additional 
obftacle  to  hcaiing  is  here  prefented  from  the  con- 
fiant  motion  of  the  lungs,  and  the  accefs  of  the 
external  air.  The  former  of  thefe,  though,  per- 
haps, not  fb  unfavourable  in  cafes  of  a healthy 
fore,  will  yet  have  confiderable  effed  in  every 
cafe  of  ulceration  ; and  with  ref  peel  to  the  latter, 
the  accefs  of  the  external  air  to  matter  of  any 
kind,  is  known,  by  experience,  to  be  attended 
with  the  mod  pernicious  confequences.  There 
is,  perhaps,  alfo  fomething  peculiar  in  the  adion 
of  the  air  on  the  lungs,  which  may  add  to  the  vi- 
tiated Rate  of  its  ulceration. 

To  this  account,  of  the  internal  difTedion  of 
Confumprion  from  Scrophula,  may  be  joined  the 
particular  circumtlanccs  in  the  external  make, 
which,  in  the  greater  number  of  fuch  cafes,  feems 
to  add  to  the  fatality  of  the  difeafe.  Thus,  there 
appears,  commonly,  in  the  external  conforma- 
tion of  body,  a narrow  chert,  a long  neck,  and 
prominent  (boulders,  rendering,  at  ail  times,  the 
tranfmiflion  of  the  fluid  through  the  lungs  more 
difficult  than  in  other  conrtitutions.  At  the  fame 
time  this  faulty  form  of  body  does  not  occur  in 
all  Scrophulous  cafes ; but  when  it  dees,  it  mar 
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be  confidered  as  a certain  mark,  that  the  difeafc, 
if  once  taking  place,  is  irrecoverable. 

In  Confiunption,  life,  perhaps,  continues  longer 
underalofsof  lubftance,than  in  molt  other  difeafes; 
for,  on  difleCtion,  both  lobes  of  the  lungs  have  been 
found,  at  times,  almoft  entirely  melted  down,  and 
nothing  remaining  but  the  outer  membranes  : In 
fuch  a fituation  it  has  been  matter  of  furprife 
how  refpiration  could  have  been  carried  on  fa 
long. 

Scrophulous  affeCtions  of  fome  of  the  other  in- 
ternal organs,  have  been  alto  enumerated  by  au- 
thors, as,  of  the  liver,  fplecn,  &c. ; but  thefe  are 
feldom  unconnected  with  the  fymptoms  we  have 
defcribed  ; and  are  to  be  confidered,  rather  as 
affeCtions  coining  on  in  the  progrefs  of  the  mala- 
dy, from  the  prevailing  morbid  difpofition  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  the  fyftem.  In  that  cafe  they 
require  no  feparate  confideration  from  thofe  we 
Jiave  already  detailed. 
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PART  If. 


Of  the  Peculiar  Circumstances  of 


Sect.  i.  Of  the  Inflammation  of  Scrophula. 
HE  Scrophulous  Inflammation  may  be  term 


ed  properly  an  imperfect  one;  it  forms,  as  it 
were,  an  intermediate  fpccies  betwixt  Phlegmon, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Erilipelas  on  the  other : 
Compared  with  the  former,  it  di  fplays  a want  of 
the  llrong  increaled  a 61  ion  of  the  vefleh,  which 
gives  a tendency,  either  to  adhelion  or  fuppura- 
tion  ; neither  is  there  that  confent  of  tlie  fy llem, 
or  proper  fymptomatic  fever,  which  is  neccffitry  to 
the  termination  of  fuccefsful  inflammation.  The 
lkitt  allb,  when  afluming  marks  of  it,  is  more  in- 
clined to  a purple  than  clear  red  colour.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  prog  rets  of  the  inflammation,  there 
is  little  fen  fat  bn  of  pain  ; there  is  nonp,  at  lealt, 
of  that  acute  pulfatory  pain,  (Dolor  Puliatilis,) 
which  diitinguifhes  Phlegmon,  and  is  conne&ed 
with  tone  in  inflamed  parts. 


Scrophula. 
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Compared  again  with  Erifipelas,  the  fkin  pof- 
felfes  lei's  of  the  true  rofy  colour,  or  vivid  red  : nor 
is  there  prefent  that  conflant  fenfe  of  burning 
heat ; nor  does  it,  on  prefiure,  like  Erifipelas,  turn 
white,  and  lofe  its  natural  morbid  hue.  From 
ail  thefe  circumftances,  then,  the  leading  features 
of  the  Scrophulous  Inflammation,  fliorrly  are,  in- 
dolence, want  of  pain,  inflammation  fomewhat 

difl'ufed  and  hard,  with  little  or  no  re-adion  of 

% 

the  fyftem,  as  a part  of  its  charader. 


Sect.  2.  Of  the  D if  charge  in  Scrophula . 

TTjTE  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  Dif- 
charge  in  Scrophula ; but  fome  farther 
obfervations  011  it  may  be  ftill  ufeful.  It  confifts, 
as  then  mentioned,  of  a thin  l'anies  ; fometiines 
it  appears  to  be  Ample  ferofity,  and  to  pofiefs 
little  or  no  degree  of  acrimony  ; but,  at  other 
times,  the  acrimony  is  very  confiderable,  eipecial- 
ly  when  the  ulcers  fpread  large.  The  moft  fre- 
quent appearance,  however,  of  the  difeharge, 
when  the  ulcer  firlt  breaks  out,  is  that  of  a chcejy , 
white , curdled , clotty  matter  ; and  this  curdled  ap- 
pearance is  the  true  charadcriflic  of  the  dileafe. 
In  fome  cafes,  under  the  ufe  of  remedies,  it  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  to  pus  ; but  even  then, 
when  examined  nicely,  it  has  more  the  pro- 
perties of  mucus  than  pus.  As  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds. 
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teeds,  the  appearance  of  the  dilcharge  turns 
worfe, . and  more  ferous ; being  occafionally, 
where  the  ylcers  fpread  fall,  or  where  dimu- 
lant  applications  are  ufed,  tinged  lomewhat 
with  blood.  This  matter,  even  in  its  mod  viru- 
lent Hate,  does  not  teem  capable  of  communicat- 
ing any  fpecific  infection  ; for,  if  another  perfon  is 
inoculated  with  it,  no  charaderidic  local  efl'eds 
of  the  difeafe  follow,  which  marks  the  necedity 
for  the  pre-fxifting  difpofition,  and  is  alfo  a 
clear  proof,  how  ill-founded  the  prejudice  againd 
inoculation  for  thefmall  pox  is,  from  the  fuppofed 
danger  of  introducing,  along  with  the  fpecific 
poifon,  the  other  taints  of  conltitution  to  which 
the  perfon  may  be  difpofed.  This  opinion  Ihould 
be  drenuoufly  enforced  by  every  medical  pradi- 
tioner,  in  order  to  over-turn  the  general  popular 
idea  on  the  fubjed. 

One  particular  form  of  the  difeafe,  viz.  the 
Pulmonary  Confumption,  (or  Phthilis  Pulmona- 
lis),  has  been  inculcated  by  many  of  the  mod  re- 
fpedable  authorities  in  medicine,  as  really  infec- 
tious : but  the  fads  adduced  in  its  fupport,  are 
very  exceptionable  ; and  this  form  of  the  difeafe, 
being,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  frequent,  the  marks  of 
predilpolition,  where  obfeure,  may  be  overlooked, 
and  its  occurrence  referred,  at  once,  in  feveral  in- 
dances, to  the  head  of  infedion.  Yet  in  the  war- 
mer climates,  it  wrould  feem  lomewhat  of  an  eda- 
bliflied  opinion,  from  the  many  political  regula- 
tions that  have  been  framed  to  prevent  its  l'up- 
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pofed  dangerous  tendency  ; but,  even  there,  no 
diftindl  and  appofite  fadts  have  been  condefcend- 
cd  on  to  {uftain  the  propriety  of  thefe  precautions. 
The  acrimony,  therefore,  of  this  difeafe,  even  in 
its  moft  virulent  rtate,  we  may  conclude,  is  of  a 
very  circumfcribed  nature  in  its  adtion.  It  has- 
been  entirely  denied  as  exifting,  by  fome  of  the 
firft  medical  writers;  but  this  is  carrying  the 
matter  too  far.  An  acrimony  does,  undoubtedly, 
exift  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes  ; but  the 
effedfs  of  this  acrimony,  we  may  fafely  fay,  are 
never  known  to  adt  beyond  the  feat  of  the  ulcer 
producing  it. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Theory  of  Scropbula . 

HIS  difeafe  feems  to  have  been  known  to  the 


moft  ancient  practitioners,  and  to  have  then 
baffled,  as  at  prefent,  the  powers  of  medicine.  It 
is  deferibed  minutely  by  the  earlieft  authors  ; but, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  mull  be  confeft,  its  appear- 
ance now  is  much  more  frequent  than  ever  it  was 
known  to  be  before.  Though  not  unknown  in  al- 
raoft  every  climate,  its  attacks  are  moft  feverc  in  the 
moft  variable  ; and  the  extremes  both  of  heat  and 
cold,  if  it  appears  at  all  there,  render  it  a milder 
difeafe  than  in  other  fituations. 


Many 
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Many  animals  are  i'ubject  to  it,  as  well  as 
man ; efpecially  when  removed  to  a cold,  moift 
atmolphere,  a circumdance  which  plainly  proves 
it  the  efieid  of  temperament,  acted  on  in  a pecu- 
liar manner  by  external  iituation. 

The  investigation  of  its  proximate  caufe,  like 
that  of  many  other  difeafes,  has  often  employed 
the  refearch  of  phyficians  ; but  the  incdicacy  of 
their  practice,  is  the  fureil  proof  of  their  having 
failed  tn  the  attempt,  however  plaulible  their 
theories. 

One  of  the  fir  it  Theories  was  that  of  Galen, 
who,  according  to  his  fytlera  of  temperaments, 
referred  it  to  a cold  pituitous  humour.  Galen’s 
theory  was  followed  by  the  opinion  of  a redun- 
dancy of  fluids,  or  unequal  balance  betwixt  the 
folid  and  fluid  parts ; and  thefe  theories  remain- 
ed till  the  time  of  the  Chemical  sera:  Then  arofe 
the  celebrated  one  of  Acidity,  or  that  which  re- 
ferred the  difeafe  to  a fuper-ah undance  of  tins 
principle  in  the  animal  fluids.  This  was  the  fen- 
timent  of  Wifeman,  and  feveral  of  the  mod  emi- 
nent  French  writers,  and  was  fomewhat  fupport- 
ed  by  the  circumdance  of  infancy  being  tire  chief 
period  of  its  attack,  when  fuch  a predominant 
acid  in  the  domach  and  1 rowels,  (or  Primar  Viae), 
is  confpicuous.  But  the  exidenee  of  this  prin- 
ciple, as  u caufe  of  difeafe,  was  no  way  confirmed 
by  the  operation  of  the  remedies  mod  fuccefsful 
in  palliating,  it  not  in  effecting  a cure  of  the  ma- 
lady ; and  we  know  now  by  accurate  experi* 
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ments,  that  no  pure  acid  is  ever  prefent  in  the 
animal  fluids,  at  leafl,  fo  as  to  prove  a caufe  of  dif- 
eafe. 

On  the  apparent  fallacy  of  this  theory,  was 
ftarted  another,  equally  repugnant  to  the  experi- 
ence of  practice,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  oeco- 
nomy.  This  theory  was  that  of  the  celebrated 
Boerhaave,  who  referred  t he  fource  of  this,  and 
many  other  difeafes,  to  a fpiilirude  and  lentor  of 
the  fluids.  The  dilcharge,  however,  from  Scro- 
phula,  diiplays  a different  flate,  and  the  remedies 
which  thin  the  animal  fluids,  have  little  or  no  ef- 
fect in  curing  this  difeafe. 

Hence,  a later,  and  more  generally  received 
theory,  on  this  fubjedl,  came  to  be  adopted  viz. 
that  of  a peculiar  acrimony,  which  is  confirmed 
by  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ; though  its  fpeci- 
fic  nature  we  have  Hill  been  unable  to  explain.  ' 

The  only  difference,  among  authors,  in  receiv- 
ing this  opinion,  is  with  refpeH  to  the  feat  of  this 
acrimony,  and  to  what  extent  it  takes  place;  whe- 
ther it  arifes  from  the  general  debility  and  flacci- 
dity  of  habit,  confpicuous  in  Scrophula,'  diff'ufing 
its  influence  through  every  part,  or  from  a pecu- 
liar conrtitution  of  the  lymphatic  fyffem  alone, 
confining  its  fpecific  effecls  here. 

The  former  of  thefe  opinions  is  the  mod  pro- 
bable, when  we  confider  that  almofl;  every  part  of 
the  body,  as  well  as  the  lymphatic  glands,  is  oc- 
cafionally  the  feat  of  the  dileafe.  The  latter, 
though  fupported  by  the  authority  of  Dr  Cullen, 
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feems  to  be  taking  too  partial  a view*  of  the  fub- 
ject,  and  not  admitting  that  extent  of  influence 
which  the  morbid  fymptoms  warrant. 

Thefe  two  opinions,  therefore,  will  do  befl,  if 
united  ; the  difeafe  may  be  conceived  to  be  the 
effect  of  an  acrimony,  as  well  as  of  Ample  flacci- 
dity  and  debility  in  the  fvftem  in  general. 

But  a more  modem  theory,  than  either  that 
of  acrimony,  or  general  debility  and  flaccidity,  is 
that  of  peculiar  tenuity  of  furface,  or  finenefs  of 
ikin.  This  theory  has  been  darted  by  Mr 
White,  and  this  date  he  confident  as  the  catife  of 
fufeeptibility  to  the  difeafe,  which  is  confirmed 
by  the  effed  obferved,  that  changes  of  weather 
have  on  it.  Two  kinds  of  conllitution,  he  re- 
marks, are  dtftinguifbed  by  this  fort  of  furface. 
The  firft  is  marked  bv  large  fuperticial  veins,  a 
palenefs  of  countenance,  a languor  in  the  eye, 
and  what  is  in  general  termed  a want  of  vivacity, 
or  conditutionai  torpor.  The  other  is  ddlinguifh- 
ed  by  a florid  complexion,  fkin  cafily  varying  its 
appearance  on  the  flighted  changes,  vivacity  of 
eye,  fprightlineis  of  manner,  and  great  irritability 
and  acutenefs.  It  is  thefe  two  conftitutions  that 
are  acknowledged  to  be  the  chief  martyrs  to 
Scrophula  ; and  from  this  view  the  judice  of,  the 
obfervation  comes  to  be  called  in  quedion,  that 
g rey,  or  blue  eyes,  fair  hair,  and  fair  complexion, 
are  charaderidic  marks  of  a Scrophulous  predifpo- 
fltion  ; as  without  this  date  of  furface,  or  their 
being  attendants  of  it,  they  prove  no  certain 
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mark  of  the  difeafe.  To  this  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  fame  Itafe  of  iurface  may  be  occalional- 
ly  produced  in  any  conftitution  by  difeafe,  or 
morbid  caufes  producing  tenuity  of  furface.  Thus 
it  has  been  oiten  known  to  follow  a mercurial 
courfe.  The  fame  is  at  times  the  effect  of  fmall- 
pox,  mealies,  teething,  and  any  long  continued 
irritation  wearing  out  the  fyftem. 

The  predifpolition,  then,  to  this  difeafe,  from 
Mr  White’s  theory,  is  clearly  accounted  for; 
but  there  remains  Hill,  fomething  farther,  to  ex- 
plain why,  in  its  attack,  it  particularly  affeds  the 
lymphatic  glands ; and  Dr  Fordyce  has  thrown 
out  a hint,  in  his  Ledures,  to  fupply  this  defed. 
Scrophula  he  confalers,  originally,  as  an  affedion 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  where,  in  confequcnce 
of  matter  forming  from  inflammation,  often,  in- 
deed, fo  flight,  as  to  be  little  taken  notice  of, 
part  is  abforbed  by  the  next  lymphatic  glands, 
and  the  difeafe  then  aflumes  its  real  glandular 
form . 

From  the  above  review,  then,  of  the  various  opi- 
nions of  authors  on  this  difeafe,  with  an  examina- 
tion of  the  fads  which  fupport  them,  we  come,  na- 
turally, to  conclude,  that  Scrophula  is  a difeafe  arif- 
ingfrom  a peculiar  morbid  flate  of  furface,  molt  pre- 
valent, therefore,  in  the  early  period  of  life.  That 
this  Hate  of  furface  is,  at  the  fame  time,  connected 
with  general  laxity,  flaccidity,  and  often  irritabi- 
lity of  the  fyllem  ; and  that  the  diieafe  may  arife 
in  any  conftitution  where  thefe  circumftances 
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exift  in  a high  degree.  That,  in  this  date  of  fur- 
face,  inflammation  attacking  any  part  ot  the 
mucous  membrane,  it  paflcs  into  ulceiation,  and 
the  matter  of  this  ulceration  being  abforbed  by 
the  next  lymphatic  glands,  the  peculiar  form  of 
the  difeafe,  or  the  lymphatic  (Veiling,  next  takes 
place  ; and  this  matter,  then  elaborated  in  the 
lymphatic  gland,  acquires  tire  peculiarity  which 
renders  the  difeharge  Scrophulous,  or  conftitutes 
the  peculiar  acrimony  of  the  difeafe.  This  in- 
flammation of  the  mucus  membrane  is  often  fo 
flight,  as  hardly  to  be  noticed,  and  the  fucceeding 
fweliing  of  the  lymphatic  is  conlidercd  as  the  JirJi 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  and  never  thought  to 
arife  from  the  former  caufe.  The  affection  of 
the  lymphatic  gland  then,  is  properly  the  fecotui 
ftage  of  the  malady  ; and  as  the  matter  originally 
abforbed,  is  not  fo  acrid  asthe  venereal  and  others, 
nor  the  gland  itfeif  endued  with  much  fen  fa - 
tion,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  in  it,  is  for  a long 
time  flow,  till  it  acquire  a certain  fixe,  and  affed 
the  external  teguments : When  the  difeafe  ar- 
rives at  its  height,  and  a rupture  of  the  teguments 
takes  place,  a peculiar  matter  feems  then  to  be 
formed,  poflefled  of  various  degrees  of  acrimony, 
from  Ample  ferofity  to  that  of  adtng  as  a real  Ad- 
vent of  the  animal  fibre. 

The  internal  furface  is  found  to  pofiefs  3 fimilar 
ftate  to  that  of  the  external,  and  the  appearances 
there  may  be  eafily  explained  in  the  fame  way. 
Thus,  we  find  Confumption,  or  a tuberculous  ftate 
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of  the  lungs  fucceed  the  influenza,  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  trachea,  and  confequent  abforption  of 
matter  from  its  mucous  glands  ; and  hence  fre- 
quent catarrhs,  or  colds,  never  tail  of  laying  the 
foundation  of  Confumption,  or  Phthiiis,  as  the 
practice  and  experience  of  all  phyficians  confirm. 

On  the  fame  reafoning  we  cun  readily  account 
for  Scrophula  being  fo  often  a hereditary  difeale, 
that  is,  where  iimilarity  of  lurface  betwixt  the 
child  and  parent,  or  even  his  predeceflor,  prevails ; 
and  we  can  aifo  account  for  its  difappearing  in 
one  or  more  generations,  where  fuch  fimilarity 
of  furface  is  not  confpicuous : The  difappearance 
of  the  difeale,  in  its  external  form,  at  the  age  of 
puberty,  is  thus  alio  eafily  explained,  from  the 
former  acquiring  then  a degree  of  tone  or  vigour, 
while  in  the  internal  furface  no  fuch  change  pre- 
vails. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations,  it  will  clearly 
appear,  that  Scrophula  has  no  connexion  whatever 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  as  fo  often  alledged  by 
many  former  writers.  That  lues  is  frequent  inScro- 
phulous  conflitutions,  and  that  it  may  be  attended 
in  them  with  peculiar  violence,  there  is  no  doubt; 
but  that  the  venereal  poifon  can  produce  the 
difeafe  itfelf,  is  merely  impoffible  ; fothat  we  need 
not  adduce,  either  the  difference  of  their  fymp- 
toms,  or  yet  the  inelficacy  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  the  latter  as  proofs  of  this.  On  the  preceding 
theory,  alfo,  we  can  account  for  the  effects  of  the 
feafon  on  this  difeafe,  and  the  advantages  derived 
in  it  from  a warm  and  fteady  atmofphere. 
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Sect.  4.  Of  the  Caufts  qf  Scrophula. 
“ROM  the  theory  of  Scrophula  we  have  de- 


livered, its  caufes  will  appear  to  be  very 
few.  The  principal  one,  indeed,  is  variable 
date  of  atmofphere,  chiefly  when  remarkable 
for  moifl  cold  air.  All  authors  have  noticed 
its  powerful  effect,  and  the  changes  it  pro- 
duces on  this  difeafe.  The  almoft  total  abfence 
of  the  diforder,  in  the  extremities  of  heat  and 
cold,  and  its  appearance  and  disappearance  in  the* 
fame  climate,  at  different  periods  of  the  feafon, 
afford  moft  ample  confirmation  of  this  fad  ; we 
may,  therefore,  fet  it  down  as  the  great  exciting 
caufe  of  the  malady.  Parents  will  feize  on  the 
moll  trifling  circumffances,  ascaufes,  which  could 
never  have  any  influence,  without  the  ftrong  here- 
ditary predifpofition;  though  many  circumffances,' 
in  many  families,  may  favour  the  difeafe  break- 
ing out  in  its  moft  inveterate  form.  Thefe  preju- 
dices of  parents  have  been  feconded  by  phyfi- 
cians;  and  we  find,  therefore,  many  trifling  caufes 
enumerated,  totally  inadequate  to  excite  the  dif- 


Next  to  variable  ftate  of  atmofphere,  may  be 
mentioned  difeafes  particularly  affecting  the  ftate 
of  the  furface,  and  introducing  acrimony  into  the 
fy ftem,  as  final  1- pox,  meafles,  &-c. ; perhaps,  how- 
ever, thefe  ad  It  ill  more  powerfully  than  as  limple 
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exciting  caufes,  and  go  diredly  to  induce  the  dif- 
eafe  by  the  morbid  changes  of  the  furface  they 
occafion. 

Improper  diet,  and  want  of  cleanlinefs,  have 
been  regarded  as  caufes  of  Scrophula.  With 
refped  to  the  firjl , where  it  does  not  furnifh  fuf- 
ficient  nutriment,  or  even  of  a proper  kind,  and  is 
joined  with  want  of  exert  ife,  by  encreaiing  that 
debility,  connected  with  the  predii'polition  to  the 
difeafe,  it  may  ad  as  an  exciting  caufe,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  one  form  of  it,  the  Mefenteric  Con- 
fumption,  (or  Tabes  Mefenterica.)  In  regard  to 
the  fecotui,  as  it  immediately  affeds  the  Pate  of 
furface,  it  may  alfo  have  an  influence,  particularly 
when  joined  with  moiPure,  which  we  coniider, 
in  all  cafes,  as  highly  favouring  the  appearance 
of  the  malady. 

Many  other  caufes  of  this  difeafe  have  been 
enumerated  by  authors ; and,  indeed,  whatever 
* deranges  the  fyPem,  in  a high  degree,  will  produce 
it,  where  a Prong  predii'polition,  prevails;  but 
where  the  mode  of  adion  does  not  feem  clearly  af- 
certained,  or  is  purely  accidental,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  omit  the  enumeration  of  fuch  cauies,  as 
only  introducing  confulion  into  the  hiltory  and 
nature  of  the  difeafe. 
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Sect.  5.  Of  the  Prevention  of  Scrophula. 

HE  prevention  of  Scrophula  has  employed 


the  attention  of  phyfieians,  as  an  objed  of 
the  firft  importance,  from  their  being  unable  to 
efFed  a cure;  and,  in  imitation  of  nature,  fince  the 
external  forms  of  the  difeafe  are  known  to 
depart,  on  the  folids  acquiring  a certain  vigour 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  they  have  chiefly  em- 
ployed tonics,  with  this  intention  : The  principal 
tonic,  as  a preventative,  is  cold-bathing ; and  as 
it  ads  fo  flrongly  on  the  furface,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  from  the  theory  of  Scrophula  deliver- 
ed, of  its  happy  effecls,  in  this  view.  It  is  in- 
deed one  of  the  methods  pointed  out  in  lavage 
life,  to  fortify  the  conflitution,  and  to  fee u re  it. 
againft  the  dfeds  of  heat  and  cold:  It  muft,  there- 
fore, be  powerful  in  checking  a difeafe  connected 
with  viciflirudes  of  atmofpherc. 

Next  to  cold  bathing,  maybe  mentioned  pre- 
ferring the  patient,  as  much  as  poflible,  in  an 
equal  degree  of  temperature,  or  guarding  againft 
the  effects  of  hidden  changes,  by  warmth  of 
drefs,  &c. 

To  thefe  two,  which  arc  the  moft  effential, 
avoiding  feverai  of  the  occalional  caul'es  of  the 
difeafe,  by  attention  to  diet,  may  be  added,  exer- 
eife,  and  cleanlinefs.  One  internal  form  of  the 
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difeafe,  Pulmonary  Confumption,  requires  a more 
particular  mode  of  prevention  than  has  been  men- 
tioned ; for  wherever  the  flighted  fymptoms  of 
a threatened  attack  appear,  at  the  critical  period 
of  life,  fince  the  preservation  of  an  equality  of 
temperature,  in  this  climate,  is  impoflible,  the  re- 
moval to  a warmer  region,  as  the  only  fure  means, 
fhould  be  immediately  enjoined. 

Indeed,  wherever  cold  and  wet  prevail,  the 
various  forms  of  this  difeafe  will  always  be  found 
to  fliew  themfelves  in  a high  degree. 


Sect.  6.  Of  the  Prognoftic  in  Scrophula. 

TN  forming  our  opinion  in  Scrophula,  we  are  to 
be  determined  by  three  circumdances  ; its  feat, 
its  extent,  and  its  particular  fpecics  or  nature. 

With  refpecd  to  th e fttfi,  when  attacking  the 
external  glands,  there  is  little  or  no  danger,  while 
all  the  internal  forms  of  the  difeafe  may  be  regard- 
ed as  ultimately  fatal.  Of  W ater  in  the  Head,  we 
have  no  indances  of  cure  that  can  be  depended 
on.  Of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  the  indances 
are  few;  and  from  thefe  we  can  draw7  no  ge- 
neral conclufion : At  the  fame  time,  as  former- 
ly mentioned,  it  has  been  found  both  cured  and 
fufpended  by  rnadnefs,  pregnancy,  and  even 
by  wounds  and  eruptions.  Of  Mefenteric  Con- 
fumption,  a Angle  indance  of  cure,  when  we  re- 
fledl  on  the  feat  of  the  afle&ion,  is  not  to  be  look- 
ed 
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cd  for,  except  in  the  very  commncement.  Even 
the  prognoltic,  in  the  external  He <3: ions  of  the 
joints,  is  uifavourable ; for,  in  th  numerous  cafes 
of  White  Swelling,  how  often  i amputation  the 
only  refoirce  ? 

In  reg:rd  to  its  extent,  ever  in  the  external 
forms  of  Scrophula,  where  the  ucerations  are  nu- 
merous, tie  re  is  always  danger,and  Hectic  is  fre- 
quently brmed.  There  are,  a times,  inilances 
of  the  fytem  being  fairly  won  out  from  its  ex- 
ternal uherations. 

On  ths  third,  it  may  be  obfrved,  where  the 
difcafe  is  hereditary,  it  is  always  to  be  expedted 
more  oblinate,  than  where  it  ;rifes  limply  as  a 
confequcice  of  other  difeaies,  or  from  apparent 
accidental  caufes. 


Sict.  7.  Of  the  Sa  opbuDus  Heclic , 


■^fO  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  the  fymp- 
x ^ tonatic  fever  in  Scrophula,  as  there  is  gene- 
rally noie  in  the  external  glandular  forms  of  the 
difcafe,  except  in  the  White  Swelling,  till  the  lajl 
ftage  ; aid  even  in  this  lajl  huge  of  tliefe  external 
forms,  it  fluctuates  according  to  circumftances, 
and  is  by  no  means  conltant ; while  in  the  inter- 
nal, it  tekes  its  peculiar  form  from  the  different 
fpecies.  Thus,  the  Hedtic  of  Pulmonary  Con- 
fumption  is  different  from  that  of  Water  in  the 
Head,  and  of  Mcfcnteric  Confumption. 
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PART  III. 


Op  The  Treatment  of  Scrophula. 


J_T  AVING  novr  confidered,  at  fome  lmgth,  i ft. 
The  variois  modifications  of  d i lea fe  which 
Scrophula  attunes  ; and  idly.  The  fptcific  cir- 
cumflanccs  that  mark  its  ad.ion,  we  proceed  to 
the  latl  and  inoft  important  part  of  tht  fubject ; 
the  confideratior  of  the  different  mode.'  of  treat- 
ment, which  have  prevailed  at  diflereit  periods 
of  medical  hifiory  for  its  cure. 

In  entering  upon  this,  we  fhall  not  offend  the 
common  fenfe  of  the  reader  by  any  detril  of  the 
Royal  Touch , a remedy  in  vogue  in  Enghnd,  from 
the  time,  we  arc  told,  of  Edward  the  Confeffor  to 
that  of  Charles  1.  who,  from  the  records  of  the  Cha- 
pel Royal, employed  this  charm,  it  is  fa, id, on  no  lefs 
than92,ic>7  perlbns;  a proof,  at  once,  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Pnnce,the  frequency  of  the  dijeafe,  and 
fttll  more  of  the  fervility,  if  not  ignorance  of  prac- 
titioners, who  could  ferioufly  fit  down  to  relate 
fuch  cures*.  Neither  fhall  we  dwell  on  the 

* A form  of  divine  fervice  was  exprefsly  ufed,  at  the  time  of 
app  ying  the  Royal  Touch,  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  as  may 
be  feen  in  the  Liter,  fy  Mufium.  An  extract  from  it  will  be 
found  tn  the  13th  Vol.  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1 “y 2* 
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more  modem  deceit  of  Morleys  l erva'm  necklace, 
a remedy  applied,  according  to  his  t\vn  account, 
to  no  lefs  that  5000  ; but  equally  ridculbus,  if 
not  more  fo,  than  the  former. 

It  will  be  more  to  our  purpofe  to  extmine  the 
cure  of  the  difeale,  as  conducted  by  Medi:al  Pradti- 
tioners,  when  we  llia.ll  find  a great  deal  has  been 
done  with  very  little  efFecl.  In  condu&ing  it, 
alio,  the  practice  has  been  often  irregular,  and 
proceeded  verymuch  on  random  experiment.  We 
may,  perhaps,  jifily  fay,  that  the  whole  Materia 
Medica  has  betn  ranfacked  for  fpecifics  againlt 
Scrophula ; an!  every  lubftance  pofleldng  any 
fcnfible  powers,  has,  occafionally,  acquired  a re- 
putation for  paliating  one  or  other  of  its  fymp- 
toms,  if  not  adually  removing  them.  But  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  difeifc  given,  in  the  preceding  part,  it 
will  appear,  that  the  powers  of  every  remedy  are 
fufpicious,  w hen  applied  folely  to  the  cure  of  its 
external  forms,  frjm  their  fpontaneous  departure, 
under  any  management  at  a certain  period.  To 
judge,  therefore,  of  the  real  efficacy  of  medicine, 
immediate,  and  firongly  marked  obvious  efieds, 
ihould  arife  under  its  ufe. 

From  the  preceding  view*  of  Scrophula,  the 
circurnflanccs  that  feem,  in  every  cafe,  to  pre- 
vent its  cure  are, 

1 . Want  of  cobcfm  of folid. 

2.  Deficient  aftian  of  vejpels , and 

3.  Peculiar  Morbid  irritation. 


We 
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We  fliall  erdeavoui  then  to  arrange  the  treat- 
ment of  the  cifeafe  as  it  has  been,  either  confli- 
tutional,  local \ or  combined ; and,  bj  referring  to 
thefe  morlid  circumftances  fpecified,  we  fliall  be 
able  to  judge  how  far  each  of  them  has  been  com- 
petent to  effect  its  cure. 


Sect.  i.  Of  the  General  Conjlitutbnal  Treatment. 


r i '’HE  general  conflitutional  treatment  of  this 
malady,  feems,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  to 
have  proceeded  on  the  four  following  principles, 
viz.  either, 

1.  To  correct  or  diflodge  the  prevailing  acrimony. 

2.  To  excite  peculiar  atlion  of  v eff'els , 

3.  To  increafe  the  general  torn  of  the  fyflem,  or 

4.  To  remove  irritation. 

Of  the  remedies  employed  on  the  firlt  prin- 
ciple, to  correct  the  prevailing  acrimony,  one  of 
the  molt  celebrated  has  been  the  ufe  of  mineral 
waters  : Different  watering  places  have  ai  quired 
a reputation  in  the  cure  of  this  dileafe;  and  fome, 
fuch  as  JBriftol,  for  certain  forms  of  it.  On 
their  general  operation,  it  may  be  obferved,  with 
Dr  Cullen,  that  all  kinds  of  them  have  been  had 
recourfe  to,  and  with  equally  good  eifedts : Their 
fuccefs,  therefore,  he  attributes  to  their  Ample 
elementary  part,  as  walhing  out  the  lymphatic 
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fyftem.  This  opinion,  although  highly  refpecl- 
able,  I am  afraid,  is  purely  hypothetical,  and  the 
benefit  derived  from  their  ufe,  is  rather  to  be  a- 
fcribed  to  the  period  of  the  feafon  at  which  they 
are  ufually  drank  ; and  alio  the  length  of  time 
during  which  they  are  continued;  for,  in  the  courfe 
of  it,  an  alleviation  of  the  dileafe,  at  lealt  of  its 
external  forms,  fpontaneoully  occurs  by  the  chan- 
ges of  the  conftitution  itfelf,  without  the  aid  of 
any  medicine  whatever. 

Where  mineral  waters  are  employed,  it  may 
be  proper  to  add,  that,  in  recent  cafes,  the  Saline 
and  Chalybeate  have  been  preferred  ; and  in 
thofe  of  long  (landing,  the  Sulphureous* . 

* The  rules  for  drinking  the  different  Mineral  Waters 
are  beft  learned  at  the  Fountain-head.  It  may  be  ufcful, 
however,  to  enumerate  the  principal  places,  in  Britain,  re- 
forted  to  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 

Ot  the  Saline  Waters,  the  principal  are 
Scarborough  in  Yorklhire, 

Epfom  in  Surry, 

Cheltenham  in  Glouceflerfhire, 

Dog  and  Duck  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

Of  the  Chalybeate,  the  chief  arc 
Tunbridge  in  Kent. 

Mahon  Spa  in  Yorkihire, 

New  Tunbridge  near  Iilington, 

Malvern  in  Worcefterlhire. 

Of  the  Sulphureous, 

Harrowgate  in  Yorkfliire, 

Moffat  in  Annandale, 

Pitcaithly  in  Perthfhire, 

St  Bernards  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh. 

I he  Calcareous  Minerals  fall  to  be  noticed  under  the 
cure  of  Confumption. 

To 
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To  the  fame  principle  may  be  referred  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of fea  water  in  Scrophula.  From  all 
the  experience  I have  ever  had  of  this  remedy, 
I never  perceived  the  fmalled  benefit  derived 
from  its  ufe  ; on  the  contrary,  by  carrying  it 
too  far,  the  fyltem  has  been  weakened,  by  the 
difeharges  it  produced,  and  the  difeafe  rather  ag- 
gravated than  relieved:  It,  therefore,  where  ufed, 
fliould  be  given  only,  fo  as  gently  to  loofen  the 
belly ; and  when  creating  a didrefiing  degree  of 
third,  which  it  often  does,  it  diould  be  mixed 
with  tredi  water ; even  Dr  Rudel,  the  great  ad- 
vocate for  this  remedy,  feldom  ufed  the  fea-water 
alone,  or  truded  to  its  fpecific  powers ; for  he  em- 
ployed, along  with  it,  fmall  dofes  of  mercury,  or 
elfe  the  bark.  Like  many  remedies,  it  poflef- 
fed  for  a time,  an  undeferved  reputation  ; and  if 
it  ever  does  fervice,  it  mud  rather  be  as  a preven- 
tative, than  when  the  difeafe  is  formed. 

But  leaving  thofe  remedies  preferibed  by  prac- 
titioners, on  the  general  idea  of  correcting  acri- 
mony, without  fpecifyirg  precifely  its  nature,  we 
come  next  to  examine  thofe  adapted  to  corredt  a 
particular  fpecies  of  it,  viz.  that  acidity  on  which 
the  difeafe  was  for  long  fuppofed  to  depend.  A 
principal  one,  on  this  theory,  was  lime  water.  In 
the  weak  date  of  the  domach  and  bowels,  which 
attends  this  diforder,  where  a luperabundant  acid 
may  be  occalionally  prefent,  or  a thick  vifeid 
dime,  retarding  digedion  may  be  collected,  lime- 
water  has  certainly  often  proved  ufefui  as  a pallia- 
tive ; 
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tivc;  but  this,  I confider  as  the  full  extent  of  its 
powers.  It  may  be  ufed  to  the  quantity  of  a pint 
a day,  drank  at  different  times.  The  fame  ob- 
fervation  may  be  applied  to  the  different  alkalis 
that  have  been  introduced  into  Scrophulous  prac- 
tice, as  the  Sal  Soda,  &-c. ; to  the  feveral  foapy 
medicines , and  to  the  clafs  of  abjor  bents,  which 
have  all  had  repeated  trials  in  the  cure  of  this  ma- 
lady, but  without  fuccefs : As  palliatives  of  par- 
ticular fymptoms  they  are  uleful,  but  no  more. 

On  the  oppofite  theory,  aifo,  of  alkalency  ; even 
acids,  though  lefs  common  than  the  former  medi- 
cines, have  been  employed  Thus  the  Vitriolic 
Acid,  in  a dilute  ftate,  though  pofletTed  of  no  virtues 
over  the  difeafe,  by  acling  as  a tonic,  has  been 
frequently  ferviceable. 

When,  by  thefe  various  medicines  enumerat- 
ed, practitioners  had  failed  to  correct  the  acrimony 
of  Scrophula,  an  attempt  was  next  made  to  dif- 
lodgc  it  from  the  fyllem  ; and  this  they  endea- 
voured to  accompliffi,  by  exciting  the  aflion  of 
the  different  excretory  organs,  more  efpecially 
thole  of  the Jkin  and  kidneys. 

We  (hall  firft  enumerate  the  medicines  whofe 
action  is  determined  to  the  ikin. 

The  medicines  ufed  with  this  intention,  have 
been  chiefly  the  different  woods , vi l.  the  Guiac, 
Sat  fa,  Sajfafras,  Serpentaria , China , Mezereon, 
&c. ; though  fometimes  exhibited  in  fubftance, 
the  Dcco&ion  of  Woods,  the  Sarfa  Decoction,  and 
what  has  been  termefl  the  Li/bon  Diet-drink,  are 
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their  principal  forms : On  the  lad  form,  indeed, 
whole  volumes  have  been  written  ; and  it  has 
been  fuppofed  a certain  fpecific  in  one  of  the  mod 
incurable  forms  of  the  difeafe,  Pulmonary  Con- 
fumption  : but  it  is  by  no  means  found  fo  in  this 
climate  ; and  the  accounts  of  the  phylicians  at 
Lifbon  are  very  much  to  be  doubted,  the  more 
fo,  as  we  find  no  two  forms  of  the  prefeription 
alike.  The  Guiac,  in  lime-water , has  been  much 
recommended,  under  the  name  of  the  Aq.  Bene- 
dicla  by  the  earlier  praditioners,  againit  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  this  difeafe.  The  Mezereon  is, 
perhaps,  the  mod  active  article  of  this  clafs  : But 
all  thefe  remedies,  we  may  fafely  fay,  have  failed 
of  curing  thediforder,and  no  dependence  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  placed  on  them,  even  though  didin- 
guiflied  by  the  pompous  appellation  of fweeteners 
of  the  blood. 

From  the  fkin  we  proceed  next  to  thofe  reme- 
xlies  which,  in  dillodging  acrimony,  determine  it 
by  their  adion  to  (he  kidneys.  They  are,  chiefly, 
the  different  neutral  falts  ; and  they  continue  dill 
to  be  very  much  employed  in  this  difeafe,  as 
the  Soluble  Tartar , Cream  of  Tartar , the  Vi- 
triol ate  d Tartar , Regenerated  Tartar , the  Poly- 
cberjl  Salt , the  Vegetable  ALtbiops,  the  Burnt 
Sponge , &-c.  This  lad  article  has  been  much 
more  recommended  than  any  of  the  red,  in 
the  difeuffion  of  Scrophulous  Swellings,  fince  the 
pradice  of  Dr  Bate  of  Coventry  was  publiflied 
by  Mr  Wilmer  : but  though  occafional  cures,  it 

cannot  be  denied,  have  been  made  with  it,  yet, 
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ui  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  it  muff  alfo  be  ad- 
mitted, it  has  been  equally  ineffectual  with  any 
other  medicine  exhibited.  Some  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  muff  have,  therefore,  attended  thefe 
fucccfsful  cafes  on  which  their  more  fortunate 
termination  depended.  This  has  been  afcribed 
to  the  form  of  uling  the  remedy,  by  feme  practi- 
tioners ; and  they  have  preferred  it  given  as  a 
lo/.enge,  which,  if  the  difeafe  is  feated  near  the 
mouth  or  throat,  by  its  flow  diffblution,  has  a 
greater  chance,  they  think,  of  reaching  the  conti- 
guous morbid  part  in  an  unchanged  ftate.  The 
Neutral  Salts  are  exhibited  here  in  fmall  dozes,  fo 
as  to  avoid  any  laxative  effect,  and  to  preferve  the 
determination  of  their  action  to  the  kidneys  en- 
tirely. On  the  operation  of  all  fuch  remedies, 
it  may  in  general  be  obferved,  that  if  they  are  to 
correct  the  ltate  of  the  fluids,  bv  draw  ing  off  cer- 
tain parts  of  them  tainted  by  the  difeafe,  tbeir 
fuccefs  is  very  uncertain  and  precarious ; 1/?,  As 
it  is  not  ealy  to  afeertain  the  actual  change  in  the 
Hate  of  the  fluids  in  difeafes  ; and  idly.  As  on 
their  introduction,  fuch  remedies  w ill  be  much  af- 
fected by  the  particular  difpoiition  of  the  fluids  of 
the  itomach  at  the  time  ; fo  that  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther their  operation,  in  acting  on  any  difeafe,  can 
ever  extend  beyond  the  firft  pafluges. 

Such  are  the  principal  remedies  of  the  firjl 
mode  of  cure,  which  is  hkewife  the  moil  ancient, 
and  has  been  the  molt  generally  adopted  in  prac- 
tice. Though  this  theory  has  now'  greatly  de- 
clined with  phyherans,  it  is  ftill  the  popular  or 
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prevalent  opinion  of  the  multitude ; and  corred- 
ing  or  diflodging  the  mafs  of  humours , as  they  are 
termed,  is  the  approved  language  in  talking  of 
this  malady  : But  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  attack 
on  the  ftate  of  the  fluids,  in  the  cure,  praditioners 
have  found,  by  experience,  has  not  been  great. 
Viewing,  therefore,  the  morbid  difpofition  in 
Scrophula,  us  connected  with  an  obvious  want  of 
energy,  or  excitement  in  the  part ; they  have 
been  led  next  to  attempt  its  treatment  on  a dif- 
ferent principle,  viz.  by  inducing  a peculiar  ac- 
tion of  the  veflels,  fo  as  to  effect,  either  the  ref’o- 
lution  or  luppuration  of  the  indolent  fwelling. 

The  firft  remedy  that  recommended  itfelf  for 
this  purpofe,  was  mercury.  It  is  given  here  in 
fmall  dofes,  either  in  the  form  of  Calomel , JEthiop's 
Mineral , or  Plummer's  Pill , more  rarely  in  that  of 
Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  a highly  dijfufed  fate,  fuch  as 
rt  exifts  in  the  Maredant's  Drops,  Hard's  White 
Drop,  and  other  empyrical  medicines  of  the  fame 
kind.  The  chief  point,  in  exhibiting  mercury  here, 
is  to  give  it  in  fuch  fmall  dozes,  as  to  produce  no  eva- 
cuation; perhaps  hardly  anyfenlible  effed ; and  to 
continue  it  long  on  this  plan.  It  is  alledged,  much 
fervice  has  been  done  in  refolving  the  fwellings 
in  the  external  forms  of  the  difeafe,  at  its  com- 
mencement. This  pradice  has  been  inculcated 
very  much  in  a late  publication  by  Mr  White, 
furgeon  in  London,  who  prefers  the  Calomel, 
(Sexies  Sublimat.)  a preparation  which  he  con- 
siders as  having  a peculiar  quality  in  removing 
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obllruclions  of  the  lymphatic  glands.  His  dole 
is  verv  fmall,  given  at  bed  time,  and  occalionaily 
purged  off  by  Tome  gentle  laxative,  at  the  diilance 
of  every  fourth  or  fifth  day.  But,  on  this  prac- 
tice, we  may  remark,  that  if  it  is  ferviceable  in 
the  early  period  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  entirely 
confined  to  it,  and  it  does  not  extend,  either  to  a 
more  advanced  Rage,  or  even  to  any  other  thin 
the  external  forms  of  the  malady.  Hence,  we 
find  the  firft  medical  authorities,  with  much  juf- 
tice,  reprobate  the  ui'e  of  mercury  at  any  time 
whatever. 

On  die  fame  principle  with  mercury,  antimonr 
became  equally  eligible,  as  a remedy,  in  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe ; and  it  has  been  accordingly  tried, 
both  in  its  crude  and  chemical  Rate.  The  pre- 
parations raotl  confided  in  here,  have  been  the 
Antimonial  li'tnr,  and  Tart.  Emetic ; and  they 
have  been  commonly  joined  with  feme  alterative 
deco# ion,  to  determine  their  operation  to  the 
furface.  Not  unfrequcntly  they  have  been  unit- 
ed with  the  former  mineral.  Where  this  mode 
of  practice  has  been  beneficial,  it  has  been  in  that 
fpecies  of  Scrophula,  which  we  find,  at  times,  arife 
as  a confequcnce  of  other  difeafes : But  from  all 
lhe  experience  with  antimony  I have  ever  had,  I 
mufi  fay,  that  l have  found  both  it  and  mercury 
do  more  harm  than  good,  in  every  calc  of  genuine 
Scrophula. 

A more  modern  remedy,  referable  in  irs  ac- 
tion perhaps  to  this  head,  is  the  Muriatcd  Rurftes , 
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(Barytes  Muriata),  introduced  into  Scrophulous 
practice  by  Dr  Adair  Crawford.  From  his  ac- 
count it  promifed  to  be  a fpccific  for  this  mala- 
dy ; but  the  experience  of  other  pra&itioncrs  has 
not  realized  Dr  Crawford’s  well  founded  hopes, 
from  the  recital  of  his  own  cafes.  It  has  totally- 
failed,  with  them,  of  difplaying  thofe  boafted 
powers,  though  conduced  with  every  attention  to 
Dr  Crawford’s  rules.  The  dole  exhibited  mult 
be  fmall,  from  five  to  twenty  drops  at  a time.  In- 
deed few  patients  can  go  fo  far,  from  its  violent 
efie&s  on  the  fyftem.  Dr  Crawford,  however,  has 
the  merit  of  having  introduced  a new  medicine, 
pofiefled  of  very  active  powers,  and  though  thefe 
powers  may  be  infufficient  for  the  complete  cure 
of  Scrophula,  yet  they  may,  perhaps,  at  times,  be 
highly  ufeful  in  relieving  fome  of  its  fymptoms. 

To  thefe  articles  of  the  mineral  kingdom,  is  to 
be  added  a vegetable  production  whofe  action  is 
fomevvhat  fimilar.  It  is  the  Meadow  Anemone , 
(or  Pulfatilla  Nigricans),  an  acrid  fubftance,  faid 
to  pofiefs  llrong  dilcutient  powers.  It  has  been 
moft  ferviceable  in  removing  the  fpecks  that  fuc- 
ceed  the  Scrophulous  Ophthalmia.  Its  operation 
is  attended,  at  firlt,  with  increafed  pain  in  the 
difeafed  part ; and  it  is  ufed,  either  in  the  form 
of  the  diddled  water,  given  to  the  extent  of  half 
an  ounce  a day  ; or,  in  the  extract,  to  the  length 
of  four  or  five  grains. 

We  come  now,  from  this  fecond  fet  of  remedies, 
to  examine  the  third,  or  the  clafs  of  Tonics , intro- 
duced 
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dticed  for  the  cure  of  this  difea  on  the  idea 

of  its  artiing  from  Ample  debility,  and  that  invi- 
gorating thefyftem,  would  prove  a certain  means 
of  its  removal ; and  next,  when  failing  in  this 
defired  effect,  continued  on  another  idea,  that  the 
patient  w ill  out-gnw  the  malady,  if  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  kept  up  under  its  ravages. 

The  /by?  and  moll  powerful  of  this  divifion,  is 
cold-bathing  ; particularly  fea -bathing.  It  has 
been  recommended  to  continue  it  here,  both  in 
winter  and  iltmmer.  That  it  will  have  coniider- 
able  influence  in  invigorating  the  fyftem,  cannot 
be  doubted  ; but  it  has  by  no  means,  alone,  prov- 
ed capable  of  removing  the  local  elTedts  of  the 
difeafe,  when  once  formed.  It  is  alledged  alfo,  by 
feme  practitioners,  that,  though  during  its  con- 
tinuance, the  difeafe  is  fomewhat  relieved,  k re- 
turns with  increased  violence  on  its  being  given 
up.  It  is,  therefore,  more  fuited,  perhaps,  to  act 
as  a preventative,  than  as  a means  of  cure  : At 
lead,  in  order  to  be  fuccefsful,  it  mud  be  begun 
very  early  in  the  difeafe,  and  perfevered  in  with 
much  regularity;  even  for  a courfe  of  years  : in 
which  cafe  the  formation  of  the  Scrophuious 
Swelling  may  be  counteracted. 

Alter  told -bathing y comes  properly  to  be  noti- 
ced the  Peruvian  Bark.  In  this  difeafe,  it  owes 
its  firft  recommendation  to  the  authority  of  Dr 
Fothergill;  and  from  the  experience  of  this  in- 
telligent phylician,  it  has  Ihewn  conliderable  ef- 
fect in  checking  the  progrei's  of  the  malady,  al- 
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though  not  in  curing  it.  At  the  fame  time,  even 
thefe  good  effects  are  confined  folely  to  the 
milder  external  forms  of  it ; for,  in  all  the  in- 
ternal fpecies,  as  well  as  the  affections  of  the 
joints,  it  evidently  does  mifehief.  The  bell  form 
of  preferibing  it,  in  this  diforder,  is  the  lime-water 
tincture  ; and  in  all  the  external  forms,  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  it  fhould  be  largely  employed,  and  long 
continued. 

After  the  bark , on  an  authority  flill  more  re- 
fpeCtable,  viz.  that  of  Dr  Cullen,  we  are  induced 
to  mention  the  ufe  of  the  Coltsfoot , (or  Tuffilago ); 
a ftrong  decoClion  of  the  leaves,  or  where  it  can 
be  had,  the  real  exprefl  juice,  is  the  form  prefer- 
red by  him.  This  author’s  fcepticifm,  as  to  the  ac- 
tion of  remedies  in  general,  in  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
adds  much  weight  to  his  recommendation  here. 

Various  ajlringent  vegetables,  as  well  as  the  lad, 
have,  at  different  periods,  had  a reputation  as  fpe- 
cifics  in  this  difeafe  ; but  none  of  them  have 
flood  the  ted  for  any  length  of  time,  and  are  juft- 
ly  gone  into  neglect  : Of  thefe  may  be  enume- 
rated the  Vervain,  (Verbena,)  Figwort,  (Scrophti- 
laria),  &-c.  From  their  allringent  principle,  they 
are  undoubtedly  fomewhat  tonic ; and  they  have 
been  found,  on  trial,  mod  ufeful,  when  joined 
with  fome  article  of  the  Narcotic  tribe. 

Of  the  Mineral  Tonics, Jleel  is  the  principal  one 
that  has  been  prefcribed  in  Scrophula.  We  have 
already  taken  notice  of  it,  in  the  form  of  the  Cha- 
lybeate Mineral  IVater , in  which  its  powers,  as  a 
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tonic,  are  certainly  weak,  and  its  operation  in  that 
form  is,  therefore,  not  referable  to  this  clafs. 

When. uled  here,  it  is  chiefly  in  the  form  of 
the  Rvbigv,  or  Ruft;  and  the  morbid  acidity, 
which  is  generally  prefent  in  the  ifomach  of  Scro- 
phulous  patients,  renders  it  an  active  tonic  in  this 
difeafe.  It  is  often  joined  with  the  bark , or  Aro- 
matics, and  is  then  more  fuccelsfuL  The  Mar- 
tial Flowers  is  another  preparation,  well  luited,  as 
a tonic,  to  the  circumitunces  of  Scrophula,  and 
has  been  repeatedly  employed,  with  advantage,  in 
fufpending  the  progrefs  of  the  Swellings : It 
fliould  he  preferibed  largely,  in  order  to  ad  with 
effect. 

From  the  adion  of  tonics,  we  come  to  examine 
the  lafl  fet  of  remedies  introduced  for  the  confti- 
tutional  treatment  of  this  difeafe  : Thole  whofe 
operation  is  confined  folely  to  the  principle  of  ob- 
viating morbid  irritation. 

The  firjl  here  is  the  Hemlock,  (or  Cicuta),  which, 
from  the  experience  of  the  mod  intelligent  prac- 
titioners, has  been  highly  extolled  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  many  other  painful  chronic  alTedions,  attend- 
ed with  ulcerations.  From  its  very  adive  nature, 
it  is  rather  unfit  to  be  employed  in  very  young 
cafes,  being  apt  to  excite  difagreeable  lymptoms. 
In  obilinate  inllances  of  Scrophulous  fore  eyes,  it 
is  attended  with  the  happiefl  confequences  where 
largely  preferihed.  In  incipient  Confumption,  it 
has  been  known  alfo,  at  times,  fuccefsful.  But 
after  all  thefe  proofs  of  its  utility,  we  can  hardly 
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go  fo  for  as  to  term  it  a fpeeific  for  this  difeafe  ^ 
It  may  be  juflly  efteemed  an  ufeful  palliative,  and* 
depended  on  as  giving  con foler able  temporary 
relief.  Where  combined  with  the  Coltsfoot,  (or 
Tuflilago),  it  has  been  moll  beneficial. 

After  the  Hemlock,  we  may  confider  under  one 
view,  the  different  Night  Shades,  (or  Solatia ),  viz. 
the  Deadly  Night  Shade,  ( Belladona),  the  Garden 
Night  Shade,  (Solan um  Oflicinar.)  and  the  Bitter 
Sweet,  (or  Dulcamara).  They  are  all  highly  nar- 
cotic, particularly  the  firft.  Their  action  here, 
mull,  therefore,  differ  very  little,  except  in  degree, 
from  that  of  the  Hemlock,  Henbane , and  other 
articles  of  the  fame  tribe  : But  the  operation  of 
the  Hemlock,  in  confequence  of  being  more  in 
practice,  is  better  underllood  ; and  it  fliould,  in 
general,  be  preferred  where  narcotics  are  em- 
ployed. 

Before  clofing  this  divifion,  a remark  or  two 
may  be  alfo  made  on  the  ufe  of  Opium  here.  In 
large  dofes,  it  is  faid  to  have  produced  beneficial 
effects  in  Scrophula  : 1 have  often  given  it  a fan- 
trial  ; but  from  its  internal  exhibition,  I never  law 
the  fmallell  benefit  derived,  or  that  it  pollened 
powers  over  the  difeafe : When  externally  ap- 
plied, however,  it  lxis  frequently  healed  the  ul- 
cerations in  that  fpecies  of  Scrophula  which  arifes 
ns  a fequel  of  other  maladies.  It  is  even  1110ft 
fuccefsful  here  in  the  form  of  the  Laudanum. 
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Sect.  2.  Of  the  Particular  Conjlitutional  Treat- 
ment of  the  Internal  Species. 


TTAVING  examined  the  general  conftitutional 
A A treatment  of  Scrophula,  we  now  proceed 
to  detail  the  management  of  its  different  internal 
Species ; or  to  mark  thofe  peculiarities  in  conduct- 
ing their  cure,  which  could  not  enter  fo  minutely 
into  the  preceding  view  of  the  lubject.  And 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Water  in  tiie  Head, 

From  what  was  obferved  on  tire  incurable  na- 
ture of  this  form,  more  may  be  done  to  prevent 
its  attack,  than  really  to  effect  its  cure.  For  this 
purpofe  Iffues  have  been  much  recommended 
near  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  foon  after  birth,  in 
thole  families,  who  either  lhew  a ltrong  predilpo- 
lition  to  Scrophula,  or  who  have  already  loft  chil- 
dren from  this  malady.  The  fucceis  of  this  mca- 
fure,  is  confirmed  to  us  by  the  experience  of  fe- 
veralof  the  tirft  medical  authorities  in  this  coun- 
try ; and  it  is  an  application  to  which  there  can* 
at  leaft,  be  offered  no  material  objection.  A 
lmall  drain  fhould,  therefore,  be  opened  in  the 
head,  immediately  after  birth,  and  continued  till 
the  danger  of  an  attack  is  paft. 


But 
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But  when  the  difeafe  is  actually  confirmed,  and 
its  prelence  denoted  by  the  fymptoms  enumerat- 
ed in  its  hiflory,  two  indications  for  treating  it 
have  been  commonly  formed. 

The  firjl  is  to  remove  the  Plethoric fate , or  full- 
nefs  of  the  veflels  in  the  head,  juftly  confidered  as 
the  caufe  of  the  efiufion  that  enfues. 

The  fecond  is  to  excite  ahforption , fo  as  to  dif- 
lodge  the  quantity  of  accumulated  fluid  already 
prefent. 

The  moft  powerful  means  of  executing  the  firfl: 
of  thefe  intentions,  is  blood-letting,  general  and  to- 
pical, efpecially  the  laft  ; but,  at  the  lame  time,  I 
mull  confefs,  that  I have  never  feen  the  leaft  ad- 
vantage from  bleeding  in  this  difeafe.  Blifters 
have  all'o  been  applied  with  the  fame  view,  and 
Ihould  be  frequently  repeated  : From  them,  in- 
deed, fome  temporary  relief  has  been  experienced 
at  times. 

But  the  fecond  indication,  is  the  one,  on  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  which,  praclitioners  have  relied 
their  chief  hopes  of  fuccefs  for  a cure.  They  have 
attempted  to  perform  it  by  the  ufe  of  fome  power- 
ful diuretics,  as  the  Cream  of  Tartar,  the  Squill, 
the  Fox-glove,  (or  Digitalis),  & c. ; but  Hill  more 
frequently,  and  with  greater  confidence,  they 
have  employed  for  this  purpofe  Mercury,  exhibit- 
ed, either  in  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel,  fo  as  to  ope- 
rate without  any  llrong  aclion,  or  in  flight  unc- 
tion ; and  it  has  even  been  advifed  to  introduce 
the  Calomel,  in  this  cafe,  by  undtion  from  the  in- 
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iide  of  the  mouth,  as  a more  ready  way  of  render- 
ing it  active  in  the  fyffem. 

We  are  extremely  doubtful,  however,  if  the 
cafes  of  cures  by  this  mode  of  practice,  or  the  ul'e 
of  Mercury , as  related  by  authors,  can  be  depend- 
ed on  ; and  we  rather  believe,  Cnee  they  differ 
fo  widely  from  general  experience,  that  thefe 
author*  have  been  miffaken  in  the  difeale. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Mesenteric  Consump- 
tion. 


The  practice  in  Mefenteric  Confumption  is  lefs 
fixed  than  in  the  preceding  form  of  the  difeafe,  as 
the  fyinptoms  of  it  are,  for  long,  from  the  cireum- 
ftances  narrated  in  its  hiffory,  more  uncertain. 
When  convinced,  however,  that  this  malady  real- 
ly exifts,  the  rules  to  be  laid  down  are, 

1.  To  refolve,  if  poffible,  the  enlarged  ffate  of 
the  glands  ; or,  if  this  ffiould  prove  unfuccelsful, 
and  ulceration  enfue  ; 

2.  To  attempt  correcting  the  fpecific  taint, 
and  mitigating  the  Hectic  which  attends  it. 

The  former  of  thefe  indications  has  been  re- 
commended to  be  executed  here,  as  elfewherc, 
by  the  prudent  exhibition  of  Mercury,  efpecially 
Calomel,  in  fmall  doles.  It  is  e (teemed  by  Mr 
White,  one  of  the  latcft  writers  on  the  fubject,  as 
almolt  a certain  fpecific  for  this,  more  than  any 
any  other  form  of  Scrophula.  Friction  of  the 
belly  lbould  alio  be  joined  with  it,  frequent  and 

regular, 


So 


OF  SCROPHULA. 


regular,  fo  as  to  excite  the  adtion  of  the  glands ; 
or  the  Mercury  may  be  even  introduced  by  unc- 
tion in  this  way,  united  with  the  Volatile  liniment. 
The  exhibition  of  a dofe  or  two  of  feme  of  the 
Neutral  Salts , particularly  fea-watcr,  fhould  occa- 
lionally  intervene,  with  the  view  ot  waflung  out 
the  inteftines,  and  the  Mercury  be  again  refumed. 

When  this  indication  unfortunately  fails,  and 
the  difeafe  proceeds  to  ulceration,  all  that  then 
remains,  is  to  attempt  keeping  up  the  itrength  by 
the  ufe  of  tonics,  luited  to  the  difeafe,  as  is  enu- 
merated in  the  general  conftitutional  treatment ; 
and  employing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  other  re- 
medies, confidered  as  fpecific  againlt  ulcerations 
from  Scrophula, 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Consumption  of  the 

Lungs. 

The  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  is 
one  of  the  mod  important  objects  of  practice.  It 
has  more,  than  any  other  torm  ot  the  difeafe,  em- 
ployed the  attention  of  phylicians  ; and  both 
medicine  and  regimen , have  been  alternately  cal- 
led in,  with  equal  inefficacy,  except  in  a very  imall 
proportion  of  cafes,  to  accomplifli  a cure. 

We  (hall,  however,  detail  the  dilferent  modes 
of  practice,  had  recourfe  to  at  different  periods ; 
and  then  point  out  a few  facts  as  a foundation  tor 

our  future  procedure. 
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Conceiving  the  inflammation  of  the  tubercles, 
the  caufe  of  the  purulent  ftate,  the  moft  general 
practice  has  been  to  prevent  its  formation  by  the 
moft  adive  Antiphiogitlic  means,  viz.  evacuations , 
refrigerants , and  a mild  regimen  ; and,  in  confor- 
mity to  this  idea,  the  difeafe  has  been  divided 
into  two  ftages,  the  Inflammatory  and  Purulent, 
a guide  in  this  mode  of  pradice. 

Of  the  jirjl  means,  or  evacuations,  bleeding  dc- 
ferves  the  principal  notice.  It  has  been  very 
early,  and  very  liberally  employed  ; but  it  has 
never  produced  any  farther  effect,  than  giving, 
at  times,  a temporary  allegation  to  the  difticulty 
of  breathing,  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution 
at  large,  fo  as  to  prtxiuce  a weakneR  not  eaiily 
repatred.  It  is  a remedy  feldom  proper  in  Con- 
fumption,  where  the  walk  always  proceeds  too 
rapidly.  From  diffedion,  it  appeared  alio,  that 
the  tubercle  advances  commonly  to  fuppuration  ; 
or,  rather,  to  form  matter  without  fuch  increafcd 
fymptoms  of  inflammation,  as  can  be  alleviated 
by  venefection,  in  the  lame  way  as  the  Scrophu- 
lous  fwelling  docs  eli'c where.  In  the  Scrophu- 
lous  habit  too,  there  appears  rather  a defed,  both 
in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  this  fluid,  as  a na- 
tural confequence  of  its  flaccid  ftate,  and  of  its 
want  ol  that  energy  of  the  vital  powers,  confpi- 
cuous  in  other  conftitution*.  I ndeed,  before  any 
fymptom  of  Hedic  appears,  evident  marks  of  ina- 
nition often  betray  themfelves  in  the  patient’s 
very  looks.  Hence,  in  late  pradice,  it  is  very 
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fparingly,  if  at  all  ufed,  and  only  confined  to  in- 
cipient cafes,  when  the  diftindtion  betwixt  the 
Confumption  and  Catarrh,  is  not  fo  clear;  or  where 
there  are  very  urgent  and  extended  fyraptoms  of 
Topical  Inflammation. 

Next  to  Bleeding  comes  the  ufe  of  Blijlers  and 
IJfiies. 

With  refpedt  to  the  firjl,  if  they  are  applied  re- 
peatedly, in  order  to  a<ft  as  a ftimulus,  and  to 
remove  the  internal,  by  exciting  external  in- 
flammation, they  can  be  attended  with  little  fuc- 
cefs  towards  a cure  of  the  difeafe,  from  the  fact 
already  obferved,  that  the  tubercle  palles  on  to 
the  purulent  date  with  fuch  flight  marks  of  in- 
flammation, that  its  progrefs  can  be  little  arrefted 
by  this,  or  any  other  antiphlogiftic  remedy. 
They  may  remove  pain  of  lide,  or  cheft ; but  this- 
is  the  extent  of  their  utility.  If  conlidered  as  an 
IJJ'ue , however,  they  may  tend  fomewhat  to  give 
a temporary  relief,  by  producing  a determination 
of  fluids  from  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ; but  even 
this  relief  can  only  be  procured  by  an  increafed 
w’eaknefs ; while  having  no  radical  effect  on  the 
difeafe,  they  will  occafion  its  proving  fooner  fa- 
tal. This  obfervation  we  may  apply  to  every 
IJfue , whatever  its  form  ; and  the  analogy,  of  Con- 
iumption  being  cured  in  confequence  of  large 
wounds,  will  not  hold  here  ; for  where  this  has 
taken  place,  as  in  the  cafe  of  amputation,  the  elleft 
has  been  fudden,  very  considerable,  and  capable 
of  changing,  at  once,  the  morbid  difpoiition  of 
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the  whole  fyftem,  wliich  can  never  happen  by 
the  trifling  difcharge  of  an  IJfue.  If,  then,  they 
are  ever  to  be  employed,  they  will  be  better  fuit- 
ed  to  the  chronic  than  the  acute  fpecies  of  the 
malady. 

A more  general  evacuation,  attempted  for  the 
cure  of  Confumption,  has  been  that  by  the  Jkin ; 
and  from  the  ackowledged  connexion  or  fympathy 
betwixt  the  Hem  and  lungs,  it  has  promifed  more 
fuccefs  than  any  other.  The  method  of  exciting 
this  difcharge,  and  the  degree  to  which  it  has 
been  carried,  have  varied  much,  according  to  the 
particular  views  of  different  pnuflitioners. 

The  firfl  and  fimplefl  means  of  exciting  it,  has 
been  by  cafing  the  [atient  in  fiannei , which 
fliouldbe  worn  next  the  fkin,  night  and  day  ; pre- 
ferving  him,  at  the  fame  time,  from  much  bodily 
exertion,  except  fuch  excrcife  in  the  way  of  gef- 
tation,  as  mav  tend  to  promote  ir. 

To  render  the  effects  of  tlicfe  means  flill  more 
powerful,  the  occalional  exhibition  of  nau [eating 
medicines , as  fmall  doles  of  Ipecaatban , or  fume 
mild  Antimenial  has  been  recommended ; and 
fome  phyficians  carrying  it  flill  farther,  have  ex- 
tolled even  /mart  vomiting  at  tiiis  period  of  the 
difeafe.  For  this  purpofc,  we  find  Dr  Simmons, 
in  particular,  recommending  the  ufe  of  the  Blue  11- 
friol.  By  his  practice,  it  is  to  be  given  in  the 
morning,  after  previoufly  drinking  a portion  of 
warm  water,  in  the  quantity  of  from  two  grains 
to  twenty,  according  to  the  age  and  flrength  of 
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tlie  patient.  I his  medicine,  by  acting  folely  on 
the  llomach,  he  remarks,  gives  no  trouble  after 
its  operation,  like  the  Ipecacuban  or  Antimony  ; 
and  being  polfelled  alfo  of  an  ailringent  nature, 
no  weaknefs  of  the  organ  fucceeds  it.  Where 
employed  twice  a-week,  the  bed  confequences, 
he  informs  us,  have  refuited  from  its  ufe.  To  all 
thefe  remedies,  however,  one  forcible  objection  is 
to  be  offered  ; that  they  are  fimple  palliatives ; 
that  they  merely  alleviate  fomewhat  the  violence 
of  the  fymptoms,  while  its  progrefs  is  dill  equally 
advancing,  and  the  morbid  weaknefs  daily  in- 
creafing.  Thus  the  patient,  flattered  after  them, 
by  a fhort  temporary  eafe,  is  fpinning  out  a pre- 
carious and  uncomfortable  exigence,  without 
their  tending  any  thing  to  a radical  cure  of  his 
complaints ; for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  flimulus  of  vomiting  can  have  any  power  in 
refolving  the  tubercles.  It  is,  indeed,  too  fevere 
to  be  tonic,  and  too  temporary  to  be  ufeful  if  it 
were  fo. 

Next  to  evacuations,  the  fecond  means  we  enu- 
merated in  this  dage,  againd  the  inflammation  of 
the  tubercles,  was  the  ufe  of  Refrigerants  ; and 
of  thefe,  the  Vegetable  Acids  have  gained  the  pre- 
ferance.  By  the  late  Sir  John  Elliot,  the  Acid  of 
Lemons  was  even  regarded  as  a fpecific  in  this  dif- 
eafe.  Ice  Cream  has  been  lately  introduced,  we 
are  told,  with  the  happied  efte&s  in  checking  the 
irritation  of  the  Cough,  and  abating  the  violence 
of  the  He&ic.  A diet  of  certain  fub-acid  fruits 
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has  afforded  alfo,  at  times,  inftances  of  cure.  Of 
thel'e,  the  Grape  has  been  particularly  mentioned  ; 
and,  when  joined  with  favourable  circumftances 
of  external  fituation,  as  a mild  atmofphere,  and 
the  ufe  of  exercife,  it  may  be  fomewhat  confided 
in.  Or  the  Mineral  Acids,  none  but  the  Vitriolic , 
in  a very  dilute  Hate,  has  been  employed  here  : 
It  is  recommended  by  De  Haen  ; yet  it  has  not 
met  with  the  fame  encomiums  from  other  pra&i- 
tioners. 

Of  the  Neutral  Salts , the  Cream  of  Tartar , 
though  it  has  been  uied  here,  is  dangerous,  from 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  difeafe  to  loofenefs, 
(or  Diarrha*a).  The  Nitre  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tolled by  Dr  Simmons,  for  the  cure  of  a particular 
fymptom,  the  Spitting  of  Blood,  (or  Hemoptyfis)  ; 

as  alfo  the  Sea  Salt  for  the  fame,  bv  Dr  Rufh. 

* 

But  the  ufe  of  none  of  thefe  remedies,  we  can 
coniider  as  acting,  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes, 
towards  a permanent  cure  of  the  malady ; and 
where  they  have  been  lo  fortunate  in  their  effects, 
other  circumftances,  I am  afraid,  in  the  fituation 
of  the  patient,  have  been  overlooked,  to  which 
the  cure,  perhaps,  dcierved  to  be  afcnbcd. 

The  third  means,  in  our  enumeration,  for  pre- 
venting the  inflammation  of  the  tubercles,  was  a 
mild  regimen,  conliiting  entirely  of  Vegetables  and 
Milk.  The  latter,  indeed,  has  been  almoft  folely 
trufted  to,  as  a fpecific  remedy  tor  the  cure  of  Con- 
fumption,from  the  time  of  Hippocrates  to  the  pre- 
feut  day : And  the  opinion,  of  this  diet’s  being  de- 
void 
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void  of  irritation,  and  conveying  to  the  fyfiem,  at 
the  fame  time,  much  aliment,  in  an  eafy  afiimilar- 
ed  form,  efiabliflied  its  propriety  as  confonant  to 
reafon  and  common  fenfe.  But  late  experience, 
Pronger  than  any  tlieory,  has  clearly  fhown  that 
fuch  diet,  carried  to  the  lengths  it  has  generally 
been,  has  been  attended  with  the  word  effects. 
In  Confumption,  in  the  temperate  regions,  it  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  fo  immediately  hurtful ; but,  in 
this  country,  wherever  it  has  been  rigidly  ad- 
hered to,  it  has  certainly  hurried  on  the  progrefs 
of  the  malady.  The  quick  declenfion  of  the  dii- 
eafe  to  a Page  of  extreme  debility  ; the  manifefi 
appearance  of  the  habit  in  which  it  occurs ; and 
the  crude  watery  fecretions  which  this  habit  dif- 
plays,  are  Prong  proofs  that  a weak  and  impo- 
verifhing  diet,  is  not  the  mode  of  refloring  that 
energy  to  the  fyfiem  which  it  Bands  in  need  of. 
We  have,  indeed,  inflancesof  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  under  the  ufe  of  fuch  a diet  ; but  it  has,  at 
the  fame  time,  been  conjoined  with  circumfiances 
of  a Prong  tonic  nature,  as  expofure  to  the  open 
air,  and  much  exercife,  which  made  up  by  their 
invigorating  effects,  for  the  injury  which  this  ex- 
treme of  low  diet  might  have  occafioned.  Bo- 
lides, as  an  additional  objection,  it  may  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  viclims  of  Confumption,  are  found 
chiefly  to  be  thofe  who  live  in  a Pate  of  civilization, 
and  are  confined,  for  the  mofi  part,  to  fedentary 
occupations : Thefe  perfons  are  accuflomed,  ge- 
nerally, to  what  is  termed  good  living.  Jn  pre- 
ferring 
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fcribing,  then,  to  fuch  patients  a Milk  and  Vege- 
table diet,  phyficians  have  not  attended  to  the 
immediate  violence  they  did  their  conditutions,  by 
iubje&ing  them,  all  at  once,  to  a mode  of  living  fo 
different  from  that  to  which  they  had  been  accuf- 
tomed,  and  at  a time  too  when  an  increaling  date 
of  weaknefs  prevailed  ; for  we  may  here  remark, 
that  the  wonders  of  a Milk  diet,  have  been  chiefly 
wrought  in  thofe  habits,  in  which  a ftrength  of 
original  {lamina  remained;  not  in  the  weak  flaccid 
frame  of  confumptive  patients.  Even  in  many 
chronic,  and  almoll  incurable  diieafes,  we  know 
that  the  Salt  of  Milk  has  formed  a fucceisful 
prefeription.  At  the  fame  time,  in  the  choice 
of  the  diet  of  confumptive  patients,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  but  that  fimplicity  lliould  be 
ftudied ; and  to  this  the  attention  fhould  be 
paid.  One  article,  or  at  lead  one  kind  of  aliment, 
fhould,  if  podible,  be  regularly  and  foiely  perilled 
in  ; and,  in  its  choice,  three  circum dances  lliould 
claim  regard  : ijl.  That  the  tone  of  the  ftomach 
be  kept  up  by  it ; id.  That  the  nutrition  of  the 
body  do  not  decline  ; and  $d.  That  it  produce, 
at  the  lame  time,  little  irritation.  A Milk  and 
Vegetable  diet,  is  improper  on  the  jirjl  account, 
as  many  domachs  cannot  diged  it  at  all ; and  if 
brought,  in  time,  to  agree  better  with  it,  dill  the 
digdlion  1 hat  enfues  continues  imperfect.  Women's- 
milk  is  certainly  lefs  prejudicial  than  any  other. 
Cow' j- milk  difagrees,  in  general,  more  than  any 
ibrt ; and  requires,  either  an  addition  of  lime 
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water,  or  elfe  to  be  boiled,  to  leiTen  its  afcef- 
cency.  Goat' s -milk  can  only  be  ufed  in  the  form 
of  whey , from  being  fo  apt  to  coagulate.  The 
fame  takes  place  with  Ewe's-milk.  Afs-milk  can 
never  be  employed  in  fuch  a quantity,  as  to  form 
a principal  part  of  diet.  It  is  a cooling  afcefcent 
liquor,  which  may  be  ufeful  in  Hedic,  but  en- 
titled, as  a fpecific,  to  no  farther  praife. 

Inftead,  then,  of  a Milk  and  Vegetable  diet , ex- 
perience has  led  phyficians  to  adopt  a different 
plan  of  tieatment,  by  combining  it  with  the  ufe 
of  animal  food,  fuch  as  is  nutritious  without  be- 
ing highly  ffimulant.  Sbell-Jj/b  has  been  found, 
in  particular,  to  ani'wer  this  purpofe  beft,  and  has 
been,  therefore,  ftrongly  recommended.  Thus, 
fomething  of  a middle  courfe  betw  ixt  the  two  ex- 
tremes, from  attending  to  the  nature  of  Confump- 
tion,  is  pointed  out ; and  if  it  fliould  not  tend  to 
cure  the  malady,  or  even  arrefl:  its  progrefs,  (fill 
the  feelings  of  the  patient  will  be  more  comfort- 
able under  it,  and  the  fymptoins  affeding  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  lefs  violent,  even  to  the  laft. 

But,  in  fpite  of  this  antiphlogiftic  treatment, 
however  judicious  and  powerful,  from  the  inevit- 
able progrefs  of  the  difeale  in  moll  cafes,  the  pu- 
rulent ffage  has  unavoidably  come  to  be  formed. 
A change  in  the  mode  of  pradice  has  according- 
ly enfued,  which  we  are  next  to  examine,  viz.  by 
direding  it  to  corred  the Jpecific  taint , and  thus, 
though  too  often  w ithout  fuccefs,  heal  up  the  ul- 
ceration. 
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The  means  employed  for  this  purpofe  have 
been  various.  One  of  the  fird  that  fuggeded  it- 
felf,  from  analogy  of  their  effects  externally,  was 
the  ufe  of  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Bal/ams  ; 
either  given  by  the  ftomach,  or  introduced  by  va- 
pour into  the  lungs.  In  the  latter  form,  they  have 
afforded  fome  temporary  relief  to  the  difficulty  of 
breathing  ; but,  in  the  former,  from  their  heating 
nature,  they  have  always  increafed  the  fymptoms 
of  fever  and  inflammation,  and  proved,  univerfaUy, 
a means  of  irritation,  without  poffetfing  the  fmall- 
eft  power  to  fcheck  the  progrel's  of  the  ulcer. 
The  lead  exceptionable  of  them  is  the  Jar  l Voter. 
The  Myrrh,  however  praifed  by  fome,  I have 
found  always  to  fail. 

Some  Mineral  Waters,  particularly  the  Briftol, 
have  been  recommended  with  fucccfs  in  thisdage 
of  confumption.  f rom  their  gentle  adringent 
nature,  they  cannot  fail  to  be  ufeful,  in  palliating 
certain  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ; but  they  are 
never  to  be  confidered  as  poflefling  powers  cap- 
able of  completing  a radical  cure.  Where  cures 
have  taken  place,  during  their  ufe,  they  mud  have 
depended  on  a combination  of  other  circumdan- 
ces,  which  have  been  overlooked  *. 

* The  Mineral  Waters  in  Britain,  alledged  to  be  ufeful  in 
Confumption,  are 

BrifloJ,  in  Gkmcctlerfhire, 

B*th,  in  Somerfetlhire, 

Matlock,  in  Derbyfhire, 

Buxton,  in  Derbyfhire. 
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In  the  trial  of  different  medicines,  with  a fpe- 
cific  view  againft  the  ulceration,  M rcury  has  not 
been  omitted.  If,  however,  it  is  hurtful  in  the 
external  forms  of  the  difeafe,  it  mud  be  doubly 
fo  here.  In  every  cafe  in  which  it  has  been  ap- 
plied, 1 may  confidently  fay,  it  has  hurried  on 
the  termination  of  the  malady,  by  thining  and  dif- 
folving  the  lolid,  and  extending  the  progrefs  of 
the  ulceration.  I cannot,  therefore,  account  for 
Mr  White’s  prejudice  in  its  favour  ; when  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  milder  preparations  may  be  exhi- 
bited with  the  greated  fafety.  For,  though  the 
apparent  irritability  of  the  fy  Item  is  not  great, 
it  is  here  a dangerous  medicine  ; nor  will  its  com- 
bination with  an  Antimnnial , lelfcn  much  its  hurt- 
ful tendency.  If  it  has  fucceeded  in  Confump- 
tion  with  him,  I may  jullly  allert,  it  has  failed  to 
anfwer  the  expectations  of  every  other  practition- 
er. 

From  the  benefit  derived  from  the  Bark  in 
External  Scropbula,  its  utility,  as  well  as  that  of 
feveral  vegetable  aftringents,  as  the  Coltsfoot, 
(Tuifilago),  &-c.  has  been  alfo  contended  for  here. 
There  is,  indeed,  little  doubt,  that  its  exhibition, 
in  confiderable  quantities,  has  often  checked,  for 
a time,  the  violence  of  the  Hectic.  But  the 
power  it  has  dilplayed  is  by  no  means  permanent ; 
for  the  difeafe  appears  to  acquire,  loon  after,  in- 
creafed  llrength,  and  the  Tuberculous  date  ol  the 
lungs  would  feem  to  be  extended  by  it,  as  well  as 
by  the  adion  of  every  other  aftringent ; fo  that, 

over 


OF  SCROPHULA. 


91 

over  the  ulceration,  fuch  medicines  appear  to  have 
no  fpecific  e fieri , but  the  reverie. 

Fixed  air  is  a remedy  that  has  been  often  em- 
ployed in  this  ftage  of  Confumption.  By  fome 
refpeclable  phyfichms,  it  is  afierted  to  have  per- 
forms d actual  cures  : But,  though  its  powers,  I 
have  found  always  inlufBcient  for  this  purpofe, 
there  cannot  be  a doubt,  but  that  in  the  greater 
number  of  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  inhaled,  it 
has  leflened  fomewhat  the  lymptoms  of  HeClic, 
and  amended  alio  the  fetor  of*  the  dilcharge. 

In  the  fame  way,  the  vapours  of  JEJtber , dropt 
into  warm  water,  have  been  received  into  the  lungs, 
with  forae  advantage,  as  alfo  the  fleams  of  warm 
water  itfrff.  In  the  flrfl  flage  of  the  difeofe, 
when  there  prevails  a hard  dry  cough,  the  relax- 
ing effect  of  the  warm  ileams  on  the  lungs,  may 
lefleu  the  irritation,  and  abate  its  violence : But 
thefe  are  only  weak  temporary  efl'cCls,  and  do 
little  towards  a cure  of  the  malady. 

An  application  in  this  difeafe,  of  a fomewhat 
lingular  nature,  employed  by  the  Spanifh  phvfi- 
cians,  mull  not  be  omitted.  It  is  the  Earth  Bath , 
much  ufed,  we  are  told,  in  the  provinces  of  Gre- 
nada and  Andalulia  I hough  originally  confin- 
ed entirety  to  this  difeafe,  of  late  its  ule  has  been 
extended  to  feverai  others,  particularly  the  Scur- 
vy. The  method  of  applying  it  is  this : A pit  is 
dug  in  a piece  of  ground  where  no  plants  grow, 
fuffickmly  large  to  bury  the  patient  to  the  chin, 
and  the  earth  is  carefully  profied  in  about  him. 
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on  all  Tides,  when  interred,  that  its  full  effect 
may  take  place.  The  patient  is  continued  in 
this  fituation  till  he  fhivcr,  or  feel  uneafy ; 
and  during  the  time  he  is  fliut  up,  he  is  fup- 
plied  with  fome  cordial  medicine  : On  being 
taken  out,  he  is  then  laid  on  a mattrafs,  and  care- 
fully covered  up  ; foon  after  which  he  is  ftrongly 
rubbed  with  an  ointment,  in  doing  which,  the 
fridtion,  is,  no  doubt,  the  chief  advantage.  This 
treatment,  we  are  told,  has  been  fuccefsfully  re- 
peated by  fome  phyficians  in  other  quarters,  in 
fome  few  inftances.  We  can  hardly  luppole  its 
adlion  to  depend,  as  generally  explained,  on  the 
influence  of  the  effluvia  from  the  foil.  From  the 
fucceeding  application  of  warmth  and  fridlion, 
which  are  conlidered  fo  neceflary,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  benefit  arifes  from  the  principle  off 
reaction,  and  that  a powerful  determination  to  the 
furface  enfues,  relieving  fornewhat  the  afFedtion 
of  the  lungs. 

On  the  fame  principle,  may  be  inflanced  a 
cafe  of  the  cure  of  confumption  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, by  means  ot  the  Cold  Ruth.  It  occuiied, 
we  are  told,  in  a Negro,  whofe  conftitution  retain- 
ing much  innate  vigour,  was  capable  of  this 
powerful  reaction;  but  it  is  a dangerous  remedy, 
and  never  to  be  employed  in  weak  habits. 

Such  are  the  various  remedies  employed  in  Con- 
fumption ; and,  from  a review  of  their  effects,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  account,  the  inefficacy  of 

both  medicine  and  regimen , in  the  general  run  of 
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cafes,  comes  to  be  eftablifhed  in  its  removal.  Re- 
garding them,  then,  in  a fecondary  light,  or  fimple 
palliatives  of  the  diforder,  a more  important  indica- 
tion in  the  treatment,  very  early  prefented  itfelf  to 
phyficians,  founded  chiefly  on  a confideration  of 
the  peculiar  feat  of  Confumption,  a part  fo  power- 
fully affected  by  the  ftate  of  atmofphere ; and 
alfo  from  observation  of  the  known  effects  of  the 
latter,  in  the  external  forms  of  Scrophula.  This 
indication  confifb  in  the  choice  of  a lituation 
for  the  patient,  of  a certain  high  temperature  ; 
and  to  keep  it  up  uniformly  to  that  degree, 
fo  as  to  exclude  the  effects  of  variation,  if  pof- 
fible ; *but  more  particularly  Hill,  thole  of  cold. 
As  this  can  only  be  properly  done  by  change  of 
climate,  the  latter  has  been  regarded,  for  long,  as 
an  infallible  cure  for  this  difeafe.  Hence  the 
removal  to  a mild  atmofphere,  forms  the  fixed 
prescription  for  this  malady ; and  certain  fixa- 
tions, from  their  fuppofed  efficacy  in  this  view, 
have  long  acquired  the  diftingui filing  appellation 
ot  Medical  Climates , in  our  own  country,  as 
well  as  on  the  Continent.  In  Britain  the  only 
lituation  that  deferves,  perhaps,  this  name,  is  the 
netgbbQurbood  of  Brijlol : But,  on  the  Continent, 
there  is  a confiderable  variety  to  make  choice  of. 
1 h cjbutb  of  France , and  Italy  have  been  long  in 
repute,  as  Lyons , Montpelier , Naples , Rome,  Hayes , 
Marfeilles , Toulon , and  Nice,  which  are  juflly 
reckoned  the  bell  in  Europe,  and  greatly  reforted 
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to  as  the  winter  abode  of  Confumptive  patients  *, 
Naples  and  Meffina  are  aifo  excellent  fummer 
climates.  Befides  thefe,  Lifbon  and  Madeira, 
have  of  late  been  often  preferred,  efpeciallv  the 
latter,,  where  the  variation  of  weather  is  not  much 
more  than  15  degrees  during  the  whole  year. 

But  even  this  change  of  climate,  to  the  fitua- 
tions  enumerated,  has  not,  uftfrequemly,  like 
the  other  remedies  in  Confumption,  failed  of 
fuccefs.  It  feems,  indeed,  from  a candid  re- 
view of  its  erleds,  to  deferve  being  depend- 
ed on,  only  where  the  difeale  is  Hill  at  an  early 
period,  where  the  Hedic  is  flight,  and  the 
expedoration  not  arrived  at  the  full  purulent 
Bate;  fo  that  the  patient  is  Hill  capable  of  con- 
joining, at  the  fame  time,  the  means  of  invigorat- 
ing his  conflitution  by  exercife.  In  every  weak 
flate  of  body,  and  in  none  more  than  that  which 
attends  Confumption,  the  ufc  of  exercife  forms  an 
obvious  indication  in  the  cure.  Hence,  Riding 
on  Horfeback , was  efleemed  by  Sydenham,  with- 
out any  change  of  climate,  an  infallible  remedy 
in  this  difeale,  not  lefs  than  Bark  in  an  Intermit- 
tent, or  Mercury  in  the  Vetieral  difeafe  Since 
his  time,  however,  a more  enfeebled  flate  of  con- 

* We  may  judge  how  genera!  the  refort  is  to  fuch  places,  or 
rather  how  general  the  prefcnption  of  change  of  climate,  «*  neo 
it  is  computed  that  there  are  feldom  lefs  than  20,000  Brittfh 
fubjetfs  in  France  and  Italy  ; one  half  of  whom  refide  or  travel 
in  thefe  countries  for  their  health.  In  thefe  cafes  the  difordcr 
is  almoft  always  Confumption. 
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ftkutton,  marks  the  victims  of  Confumption  ; and 
gcjlation  of  various  kinds  has  been  preferred. 
Some  phvficiam  have  even  alledged,  that  the 
hard  exercife  of  Ihrfeback  has  accelerated  the 
progrefs  of  the  malady  ; particularly  when  ufed 
indiscriminately,  or  at  thole  times  of  the  day 
when  t lie  fy  mptoms  of  Hectic  are  ftrong.  The 
motion  of  a car  riage  is,  perhaps,  too  eafy  for  the 
general  run  of  Confumptive  cafes,  in  the  way  of 
exercife;  but  on  this  account,  it  is  better  adapt- 
ed to  thofe  tjf  nations  of  the  difeafe,  combined 
with  Spitting  of  Blood  (or  Hemoptyfis),  Hence, 
we  have  instances,  where  this  i'ymptom  was  in- 
ftamly  checked  by  the  motion  of  a carriage,  and 
only  recurred  on  its  being  difeontinued  : But  the 
motion  of  a carriage,  to  be  at  all  ufcful,  as  a re- 
medy in  Confumption,  fhould  be  carried  to  the 
length  of  a hug  journey,  and  as  little  intermiflion 
of  it,  as  pofUble,  take  place  while  the  fymptoms 
are  urgent.  Swinging  is  a fpccics  of  exercife 
lately  introduced,  and  is  much  more  powerful 
than  the  former,  and  not  lb  violent  as  Hiding. 
It  forms,  therefore,  a hippy  medium,  and  if  prac- 
ticed in  the  open  air,  it  will  be  found  highly  fer- 
viceable. 

As  combining  the  effeds  o tgeflation  and  change 
of  climate  at  the  fame  time,  Sailing  became  very 
early  a remedy  againit  this  difbrJer.  Though 
employed  by  the  antients,  with  whom  a voyage 
, from  Rome  to  Egypt  was  a favourite  prefetiption, 
it  iiad  gone  a good  deal  into  dilute,  till  its  utility 
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was  revived,  and  ftrongly  enforced  by  the  writ- 
ings of  the  late  Dr  Gilchrift.  The  air,  at  fea,  is 
allowed  to  be  generally  milder,  and  more  Heady 
than  on  land;  and  it  is  obferved,  as  a proof  of  this, 
that  people  at  fea  never  complain  of  cold  till  they 
come  into  foundings.  .Belides,  the  coftivenefs 
which  commonly  occurs  at  fea,  fhevvs  that  it  ads 
ftrongly  in  determining  the  fluids  from  the  inter- 
nal parts,  a leading  indication  in  Confumption. 

Formerly  fhort  voyages,  as  a trip  to  Lifbon  or 
Madeira , was  deemed  fufticient ; but  fuch  voy- 
ages being  often  unfuccefsful  in  the  cure,  the  de- 
fed  was  commonly  attributed  to  the  late  period 
of  the  difeafe  at  which  fuch  a remedy  was  em- 
ployed; granting  this  to  have  been,  at  times, 
the  cafe,  and  that  the  pitiful  and  emaciated 
remains  of  youth  and  beauty  were  often  cruelly 
carried  away  to  breath  out  their  lait  in  a foreign 
foil,  more  attentive  experience  has  now  fhown,that 
both  the  climate  and  voyage  were  equally  in  fault. 
At  the  period  of  the  fealbn,  at  which  patients  are 
generally  ordered  for  the  neighbouring  climates 
of  Lifbon  or  Montpelier  in  order  to  cheat  the  win- 
ter, there  prevails,  on  their  arrival,  much  damp, 
and  rainy  weather,  though  not  cold  ; and,  inftead 
of  enjoying,  on  their  landing,  the  means  of  re- 
ftoration,  they  are  confined  to  their  apartments, 
and  deprived  even  of  that  geftation  they  enjoyed 
while  on  board.  The  choice  of  climate,  there- 
fore, fhould  be  to  a much  more  fouthern  one  than 
what  is  commonly  prefcribed.  Belides  the  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  of  the  voyage  con  fills  entirely  in  a con- 
ftant  re; id  , nee  at  lea  ; and  the  length  of  time 
may  be.  therefore,  laid  to  conllitute  the  iuccefs. 
From  observation  then  of  thefe  caufes  of  failure 
in  the  practice  of  pliy  licians  in  this  diieale,  the 
prescription  of  a voyage  is  now  extended,  at  once, 
to  the  latitude  of  the  Eaft  or  Weft  indies,  and 
contidered  as  the  only  infallible  mode  of  relief , 
which,  indeed,  it  frequently  proves,  for,  if  reco- 
verable at  all,  the  fy mptoins  are  removed  before 
the  arrival  of  the  patient;  and  to  eniure  it  ftill 
farther,  by  increaling  the  degree  of  geftation,  the 
patient,  during  the  voyage,  fliould  deep,  or  lie  in  a 
cot  or  hummock. 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  principal  variety  of 
practice  in  this  diieale ; but  whatever  treatment 
we  adopt,  certain  fymptoms  occur  in  it,  which, 
independent  ot  Inch  treatment,  require  a feparate 
attention ; Thefe  are  the  Cough ; and  in  the 
end  of  the  diieale,  the  loofein  fs,  (or  Diarrlnea). 
For  alleviating  the  Cough.  D mulct  Ms  have  been 
the  remedy  molt  commonly  reforted  to ; but 
their  effed,  even  as  palliatives,  has  been  weak. 
Opium,  therefore,  forms  a more  certain  medicine  ; 
and  from  the  hiftory  of  the  difeale  formerly  de- 
livered, it  will  appear,  that  it  is  chiefly  in  the 
night  time  the  indication  for  its  ufe  prevails. 
The  irritation  of  the  cough  is  moll  happily  re- 
moved by  i; ; and  after  palling  the  night,  if  not 
always  in  fleep,  ar.  tea  l in  peace  and  ferenity, 
the  paueiu  ipils  up  in  the  morning,  at  once,  the 
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accumniulation  ofdifcharge  collected  in  the  night, 
and  the  effects  of  the  Opiate  ceafe,  fo  that  t lie 
luppreffion  of  expectoration  is  merely  temporary. 

It  is  efteemed  the  belt  form,  to  combine  the 
Opiate  here  with  a Demulcent,  as  the  Mucilage  of 
Gum  Arabic,  of  Quince  Seeds,  or  of  Tragacanth ; and, 
in  order  to  correct  its  inflammatory  tendency,  the 
addition  of  an  Acid , as  a few  drops  of  the  Spirit  or 
Elixir  of  Vitriol,  has  at  the  fame  time  been  joined. 

The  fecond  lymptom,  the  Loofenefs,  (or  Diar- 
rhea), is  ftill  more  troublefome  to  palliate  than 
the  Cough  ; and  it  is  attempted  in  various  ways. 
The  JirJl,  and  molt  common  practice  has  been  by 
the  ufe  of  ajlringents,  as  the  Japonic  Confection, 
Gum  Kino,  &c. ; but  thefe  proving  ineffectual 
to  check  its  progrefs,  their  combination  with 
Opium  has  next  been  reforted  to,  which  has  render- 
ed their  effeCts  more  permanent.  Belides  this  prac- 
tice, proceeding  on  the  idea  of  an  acrimony  con- 
nected with  the  difeharge,  abforbents  and  demul- 
cents have  been  alfo  employed,  as  the  Cretaceous 
Potion,  Hartjhorn  De coition,  and  the  different  1 Mu- 
cilages fpecified  againft  the  Cough ; while  lome 
practitioners  conceiving  the  acrimony  to  be  ra- 
ther of  a putrefeent  nature,  have  preferred,  inflead 
of  the  above  remedies,  the  ufe  of  mild  Anti- 
feptics,  as  the  acid  of  ripe  fruits,  and  fome  Neu- 
tral Salts,  particularly  the  Saline  Jalap,  in  a ftate 
of  effervefcence  ; with  thele,  not  unlrequently, 
the  Opiate  is  alfo  combined  as  above. 
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Having  thus  detailed  all  the  variety  of  pradice 
in  this  difeafe,  and  Ihewn  its  general  inefficacy, 
as  confirmed  by  the  pradice  of  all  phyficians, 
except  in  a very  few  cafes,  before  leaving  the 
fubjed,  we  ffiall  bring  into  one  point  of  view,  the 
more  driking  fads  refpeding  the  nature  of  the 
malady,  in  order  to  edablidi  more  dearly,  what 
diould  be  our  future  procedure  in  attempting  it's 
cure. 

From  the  mod  accurate  observations  on  the 
nature  of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  it  appears, 

i 111  at  it  is  a malady,  both  entirely  unknown 
in  lavage  life,  and  alfo  in  that  which  approaches 
molt  nearly  to  the  natural  date. 

2.  That  it  is  lefs  common  in  the  country  than 
in  towns. 

3.  That  perfons  whocarry  on  employments  in  the 
open  air,  are  lefs  lubjeded  to  its  attacks  than  others. 

4.  That  a fedentary  life  is  molt  cxpofed  to  it. 
Hence  women  are  oftencr  its  viditoi  than  men. 

From  tilde  fads,  we  are  certainly  led  to  regard 
It  as  a general  weakened  ftate  of  conftitution,  par- 
ticularly dilpkiying  itfelf  in  the  Jungs,  being  the 
died  of  civilization  and  confinement  combined. 
To  flreogthen  thefe  lads  llill  more,  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  its  vidims,  wfe  find,  in  general,  marked 
by  drong  fymptoms  of  debility,  viz.  by  a lax,  de- 
licate lohd,  a proportional  irritability,  crude  wa- 
tery fccretions,  &-c. ; and  if  we  carry  our  invefti- 
gation,  dill  farther,  to  that  particular  part  of  the 
body  which  forms  the  immediate  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe, the  very  limits  of  life  appear,  as  it  were, 
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contracted  tliere  ; the  extent  of  vitality,  in  fo 
important  an  organ,  is  gradually  diminithed,  and 
it  is  rendered  unfit  to  convey  to  the  fy item  that 
fupply  of  vital  fluid  with  which  health  and  vi- 
gour are  connected. 

When  lucli  a general,  and  itrongly  marked 
Hate  of  weaknefs  prevails,  we  are  certainly  not  to 
expect  a cure  by  any  other  means  than  fuch  as 
invigorate  the  fyftcm  ; neither  mult  the  means 
applied  for  this  purpoic  be  of  a temporary  nature; 
their  operation  inufl  be  permanent,  capable  of 
changing  entirely  the  exi fling  morbid  difpofltion 
over  the  body,  before  they  can  remove  the  affection 
from  the  part.  It  is  thus  that  madnefs  and  preg- 
nancy feem  to  act.  The  former  produces  a molt 
rigid  and  invigorated  flate  of  fibre,  which  com- 
municates itfelf  to  every  part,  even  the  brain  it- 
felf,  as  appears  by  diflection  : Hence,  the  uncom- 
mon exertions  of  which  maniacs  are  capable  : 
The  latter  both  increafes  the  tone  of  fibre,  and 
alfo  gives  a particular  determination  of  the  fluids, 
from  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  to  a diflant  part. 

In  examining  the  weaknefs  attending  Con- 
fumption,  it  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  it 
appears  of  a peculiar  kind.  It  is  difplayed 
'firft  in  a fpecific  acrimony  of  the  fluids  ; next  in 
a lofs  of  tone,  or  flaccid  flate  of  the  folids ; and 
tnefe  ftates  are,  in  fome  degree,  independent  of 
each  other,  for  the  remedies  that  remove  Ample 
weaknefs,  have  little  or  no  effect  on  the  fluids ; 
and  laft  of  all,  it  is  difplayed  in  a defect  of  the 
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invigorating  principle,  introduced  by  the  full 
and  healthy  powers  of  refpiration.  From  this 
view  then,  three  indications  are  necefTary  to  be 
attended  to,  in  every  attempt  at  a cure. 

1.  Thtfirji  is,  correcting  this  acrid  (late  of  the 
fluids,  which  we  contend  is  a primary  and  eflen- 
tial  point,  in  vain  hitherto  attempted  by  phyfi- 
cians,  or  at  lead  by  very  improper  means. 

For  this  purpofe,  the  diet  requires  a very  par- 
ticular regulation  ; and  without  this,  no  progrefs 
will  be  made  in  the  cure,  as  well  as  a regular  and 
powerful  application  of  medicine  ; for  there  is  a 
principle  of  vitality  wanting,  if  I may  ufe  the  ex- 
preflion,  in  the  fluids  of  Scrophulous  patients, 
winch  mutt  be  rdtored. 

2.  The  fecond  is  invigorating  the  folid  by  a 
permanent  and  regular  flimulus,  fuited  to  the 
particular  degree  of  weuknets,  predominant  in 
the  diieafe.  On  this  head,  the  facts  of  Dr  Ruih, 
HI  his  medical  enquiries,  are  highly  fatisfadory  ; 
and  they  deferve  much  attention  from  every 
practitioner,  who  aims  at  a radical  cure  of  this 
diiorder.  From  tiie  cafes  adduced  by  him,  it  ap- 
pears clear,  that  Jevere  and  continued  exercife , 
where  the  body  is  not  too  far  reduced,  or  fucb 
Jubji nations  for  it,  as  poll'd s a powerful  tonic  effect, 
are  the  only  means  that  have  as  yet  been  eiiec- 
tuai  in  the  removal  of  Confumption  ; and  that  the 
great  aim  fliould  be,  to  bring  back  the  conilitu- 
tion  to  the  original  vigour  it  poffefles  in  a natural 
(late,  bdore  enfeebled  by  aruticiul  means.  To 
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do  this,  refolution  is  required  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  and  much  judgement  on  that  of  the  phy- 
fician,  to  proportion  the  means  to  the  exact  de- 
gree of  vveaknefs  that  prevails.  It  is  from  a want 
of  attention  to  this  circumftance  that  fo  many 
failures  in  the  cure  have  occurred  ; and  that  the 
prefeription  of  Sydenham,  viz.  Riding  on  Horfe- 
back , has  been  fo  often  blamed  by  modem  prac- 
titioners. 

The  third  indication  that  remains,  is  fupplying 
the  lungs  with  the  proper  quantity  of  falubrious 
fluid,  fuch  as  is  fuflicient  to  produce  the  necefiury 
changes  in  the  fyftem,  that  refpiration  performs  ; 
and  as  the  lungs,  from  their  difeal’ed  date,  are 
unfit  to  receive  the  quantity  they  formerly  did  in 
health,  this  fluid  fliould  be  chofen  of  a nature 
more  fuited  for  this  effect.  Hence  a dry  light 
air  is  to  be  preferred  ; and  where  attention  is  paid 
to  the  former  indications,  the  degree  of  tempera- 
ture will  be  lefs  an  object  of  importance,  for  a 
number  of  facts  confirm  the  obfervation,  that 
cures  have  been  made  in  cold,  as  well  as  in  more 
temperate  fituations. 

On  thefe  principles,  we  are  confident,  that  a 
mode  of  practice  may  be  regulated,  fo  that  this 
form  of  the  difeafe  may  be  lefs  fatal,  and  only  in 
its  ultimate  flages  prove  irrecoverable. 
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Sect.  3.  Of  the  Local  Treatment  cf  Scropbula. 
ROM  the  Conftitutional,  we  proceed  now  to 


the  Local  Treatment  of  Scrophuly.  It  has 
varied  according  to  the  different  llages  of  the 
difeafe  ; or  according  as  it  has  appeared,  either 
in  the  form  of  levelling  ulceration,  or  an  affection 
of  the  joints.  At  the  lame  time,  we  may  lay, 
with  confidence,  that  external  applications  have 
hardly  been  of  any  fervicc  in  this  malady.  It 
is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  though  Scro- 
phula  is  always  in  its  commencement,  a conftitu- 
tional difeafe,  yet,  frequently  in  its  external 
forms,  it  becomes  entirely  local  in  its  prog  reft. 
Thus,  on  the  changes  of  liabit  taking  place  at 
the  age  of  puberty,  which  remove  it,  the  affec- 
tion of  the  part,  from  the  extent  of  the  local 
leiion,  will  often  continue  for  years,  turning  nei- 
ther better  nor  vvorfe  ; and  if  remedied  in  the 
end,  it  is  only  by  local  applications,  unconnected 
entirely  with  any  general  action  on  the  fyftem. 


We  (hall  firft  enumerate  the  principal  reme- 
dies employed  againft  the  ftage  of  Swelling. 

One  of  the  moft  powerful,  is  the  fleams  of 
warm  water  received  on  the  part.  They  have 
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been  occafionally  medicated  with  a variety  of 
herbs;  but  this  has  added  nothing  to  their  powers, 
for  they  are  equally  effectual  in  their  Ample  Hate. 
The  application  fhould  be  repeated  twice  or 
thrice  a day,  and  the  part  afterwards  covered 
with  a piece  of  flannel  or  fur:  It  is  often  fuc- 
cefsful  in  reducing  the  fize  of  the  fuelling,  if 
early  employed,  though  apt,  when  late,  to  urge 
on  the  fuppuration. 

Another  practice,  (till  more  powerful  than  this, 
has  been  the  ufe  of  Electricity,  that  is,  by  in lu- 
lating  the  patient,  and  drawing  fparks  from  the 
tumor  till  flight  inflammation  is  produced.  The 
application  fhould  be  made  daily,  for  the  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  minutes  at  a time  ; and  where  the 
fwelling  is  not  far  advanced,  we  have  many  in- 
fiances  of  its  fuccefs. 

The  ufe  of  Mercurial  Ointment  is  frequently 
had  recourfe  to  in  this  flage,  and  is  alleged  to 
prove  highly  beneficial,  particularly  when  aflilted 
by  the  aclion  of  any  of  the  former  remedies. 

To  thefe,  which  arc  the  moil  fucceftful,  a long 
lift  of  other  difeutientx  might  be  added,  in  the 
various  forms  of  Flaijlcr , Solution,  Cataplafm  and 
Liniment . 

Of  the  fir  ft,  is  the  Ammoniac  and  Soap  Plaifler ; 
and  a ftill  ftronger  difeutient,  the  mixture  of  Freflj 
GalC  and  Soap  Liniment.  On  thefe  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  the  firfl  ftage,  they  are  fometimes 
fuccefsful ; that  they  are  always  fafeit  where  the 
difeafe  occurs  in  a torpid  habit ; but  wherever 
. any 
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any  degree  of  inflammation  from  them  takes 
place  in  the  fwelling,  all  hopes  of  difcufiion  are 
then  at  an  end. 

Of  the  fecond  form,  or  the  Solution,  the  Satur- 
nine Applications,  Mindererus'  Spirit,  and  the 
Ammoniated Water  much  diluted,  are  the  moll  pre- 
ferable. They  have  the  advantage  of  the  for- 
mer, in  giving  little  or  no  pain ; and  by  their 
allringent  effect  on  the  fkin,  they  have  a greater 
chance  to  prevent  fuppu ration.  The  Sea-wreck 
Lotion,  (or  Alga  Marina),  mult  not  be  omitted, 
the  favourite  application  of  Dr  Rulfei:  We  con- 
ceive it  to  be  only  ul'eful  from  the  fait  it  contains. 

Of  the  Cataplafm,  the  chief  forms  are  the  Hem- 
lock Poultice,  with  Lead,  and  the  Sea-water  Pul- 
tice  ; though  they  have  been  all  ufcful,  on  parti- 
cular occalions,  from  the  heat  they  contain,  they 
are  apt  to  urge  on  fuppuration ; and  they  have, 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  done  more  harm  than 
benefit  in  this  difeafe. 

Of  the  Liniments,  we  may  enumerate  the  Vola- 
tile Liniment,  and  the  Opodehlock  Baljam.  The 
former,  to  be  fuccefsful,  lhould  polfel's  a greater 
proportion  of  the  Ammoniated  Hater ; and  the 
latter  alfo,  to  render  it  more  penetrating,  in  this 
cafe,  lhould  have  a greater  quantity  of  the  Cam- 
phor dillblved  in  it.  With  thel'e  alterations,  they 
will  be  found  fuccefsful,  at  times.  A Liniment, 
even  of  Camphor  itfelf,  and  Oil,  has  been  recom- 
mended. 


O 


From 


io6 


OF  SCROPHULA, 


From  the  inefficacy  of  all  the  above  applica- 
tions, in  fo  many  cafes,  and,  from  considering 
the  1 welling,  as  arifing  from  a certain  morbific 
matter  contained  in  the  gland,  praditioners  were 
often  led  to  attempt  the  difcuffion  of  it,  in  a more 
expeditious  way  than  the  former,  viz.  by  opening 
a drain  in  a fituation  contiguous,  fo  as  to  draw  off 
the  congeflion  from  the  gland.  This  they  en- 
deavoured to  accomplifh  by  means  of  Blijlers , 
Iffitt's,  and  Setons ; but  thele,  though,  at  times, 
eftedual  means  in  fulpending  the  progrefs  of  the 
fwelling,  and  much  recommended,  have  equally 
feldom,  with  the  other  remedies,  completed  a cure 
here,  and  are,  now,  never  confided  in  by  the  moll 
experienced  praditioners ; but  we  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  enter  more  fully  on  the  adion  of  Buf- 
fers elfewhere. 

From  the  progrefs  of  the  fwelling,  in  fpite  of 
the  above  numerous  applications , continuing  ftill  to 
proceed,  and  to  terminate  in  ' the  ulcerative  pro- 
cefs,  to  avoid  the  latter  as  much  as  poflible,  many 
praditioners,  on  rational  grounds,  endeavoured  to 
bring  on,  by  the  ufe  of  emollient  and  maturating  poul- 
tices, a more  full  and  regular  luppuration,  fo  that, 
on  the  rupture  of  the  teguments,  a fpeedy  and  com- 
plete renovation  of  the  part  might  be  enfured. 
But  in  this  attempt  tco,  their  applications  have 
nniverfally  failed  ; and,  on  the  contrary,  have 
often  rendered  the  ulcerations  worie ; lienee,  in 
modern  pradice,  it  has  been  laid  down  as  the  belt 
general  rule,  to  allow  Scrophulous  fwellings  to 

break 
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break  of  themfelves,  the  healing,  in  fuch  cafes, 
being  always  found  earlier,  and  more  kindly. 

2.  Ulcerations. 

After  a Scrophulous  fuelling  has  once  arrived 
at  a date  of  ulceration,  it  has  been,  next,  a quef- 
ti<wi  with  fome  practitioners,  whether  the  fore 
fhould  be  healed  up  at  all ; proceeding,  on  the 
idea,  that  while  the  morbid  difpofition  continues 
in  the  fvftem,  on  being  healed  up,  it  breaks  out 
elfewbere.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Mr  Bell*,  and 
it  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  author,  in  the 
fame  part  of  his  work,  contends,  that  no  acrimo- 
ny whatever  exids  in  Scrophula,  which  he  endea- 
vours to  prove  from  the  indolence  of  the  Scro- 
phulous fwelling,  and  the  fmall  effect  of  medi- 
cines corre&ing  acrimony  in  the  cure.  If  no  acri- 
mony cxifls,  where  is  the  danger  of  any  translation 
of  morbific  matter,  for  it  is  certainly  only  on  this 
idea  that  danger  can  proceed  ? Neither,  on  firft 
breaking  out,  has  the  conflitution  been  accudom- 
ed  to  any  difeharge,  the  dr  ing  up  of  which  would 
be  injurious.  Mr  Bell’s  opinion  on  this  head, 
appears  purely  hypothetical,  and  is  the  relique  of 
a very  old  theory,  which  is  given  up  in  every  other 
part  of  his  works.  At  lead,  we  may  fafely  fay, 
the  appearance  of  the  difeafe  in  other  parts,  mud 
depend  on  other  caules,  no  way  conne<5ted  with 

* Vuit  Bell  on  Ulcers,  page  425. 
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the  healing  of  the  external  fore  ; and  this  appear- 
ance, we  are  perfuaded,  would  equally  take  place, 
were  the  fore  kept  open : Indeed  experience 
fhews  it  every  day. 

The  fame  variety  of  applications  has  been  ufed 
in  this,  as  in  the  former  dage  of  the  malady,  and 
too  often  with  the  fame  want  of  fuccefs. 

The firjt  we  lhall  enumerate,  are  the  different 
preparations  of  lead,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  oint- 
ment, as  Goulard's  Cerate , the  Saturnine  Ointment, 
Ceruffa  Ointment.  Their  powers,  however,  are 
feldom  more  than  palliative,  in  preventing  lome- 
wliat  the  extenfion  of  the  fore,  and  an  increafe  of 
inflammation ; but  as  actually  healing  it,  they 
are  feldom  to  be  trufted  to. 

The  application  of  parts  of  certain  ajlringent 
\ vegetables , either  in  a recent  date,  or  formed  into 
ointment,  has  been  frequent  in  empyrical  practice; 
and  often  too,  it  is  alledged,  with  fuccefs,  as  the 
Vervain  Ointment , Elder  Ointment , Ti/JJilago  Oint- 
ment, &-c.  This  is  certainly  an  imitation,  as  far 
as  we  have  accounts,  of  the  favage  practice.  The 
powers  of  fuch  remedies  mult,  no  doubt,  be  weak, 
but  by  long  continuance  of  them,  the  fores  come 
to  get  better,  at  any  rate,  and  thus  they  acquire 
a reputation  they  are  no  way  entitled  to. 

A Solution  of  Myrrh  in  Lime-water , is  recom- 
mended as  a ufeful  lotion  here  by  Mr  White,  and 
to  drefs  the  fore  afterwards  with  Saponaceous  Ce- 
rate. By  this  method,  the  dilcharge,  at  lead, 
will  change  {npre  from  the  mucous  to  the  puru- 
lent 
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lent  Hate,  and  thus  a conliderable  llep  towards 
healing  will  be  gained. 

The  favourite  application  here,  with  Dr  Cul- 
len, arid  a very  Ample  one,  is  wet  clotbs  to  the 
part,  renewed  as  often  as  they  appear  to  dry. 
They  are  continued  only  during  the  day,  and 
give  place  to  the  ufe  of  fome  common  emollient 
liniment  at  night.  Common -water  he  even  pre- 
fers to  Salt-water,  or  any  other  impregnation  for 
this  purpofe. 

After  tliefe  applications  of  a mild  nature,  we 
mull  not  oinit  the  ufe  of  certain  Kfcbarotics , re- 
commended here.  The  Red  Precipitate , fprink- 
led  gently  on  the  fores,  has  often  been  found  to 
produce  a laudable  fuppuration,  and  to  induce 
them  to  heal.  / rerdegrij'e  has  been  alfo  ufed,  but 
it  occaiions  much  pain  in  the  application.  The 
bed  Efcbaroitc,  if  they  arc  at  ail  admillible,  is  the 
Burnt-alum,  and  a portion  of  it  mixed  with  any 
mild  ointment,  has  been  experienced  by  Dr  Cul- 
len, a very  ferviccable  application. 

From  the  general  iiaccidity  attendant  on  this 
difeafe,  prrffure  is  a remedy  more  fuited  to  it  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer;  and  whatever  fpecific 
application  is  ufed  to  the  fore,  it  lliould  never  be 
omitted.  It  fhould  be  here  pretty  conliderable, 
and  alio  conllant  and  regular,  to  enfure  fuccefs. 


Sect. 
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Sect  4.  Of  the  Particular  Local  Treatment  of 

Scrophula. 


T1I7"E  have  thus  detailed  the  Local  Treatment 
* * of  Scrophula  in  a general  way;  but  be- 
fore leaving  the  fubjed,  it  remains  to  examine  it 
ft  ill  farther,  as  fpeciully  applied  to  the  cure  of 
Sore  Eyes  and  White  Swelling. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Scrophulous  Sore  Eyes. 

The  treatment  of  this  affedion,  is  a very 
troublefome  and  tedious  talk. 

When  attacking  the  eye  itfelf,  as  obferved  at 
length  in  its  hiftory,  the  inflammation  is  highly 
acute  and  rapid  in  its  progrefs,  fo  that  the  moil 
powerful  means  are  often  ineffcdual  to  check  its 
violence.  If  conliderable  fever  prevail,  general 
bleeding  Ihould  be  immediately  performed,  and  is 
molt  ufeful  from  the  adjacent  veflels,  as  the  ju- 
gular vein,  or  temporal  artery.  This  is  to.  be  fuc- 
cceded,  without  delay,  by  a conjiderable  evacua- 
tion alfo,  from  the  inflamed  part,  either  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  application  of  Leeches  ; or  if  thefe 
fhould  prove  inadequate  in  their  operation,  by 
means  of  the  Scarificator.  To  thefe  active  re- 
medies, may  be  added  the  frequent  ufe  of  Purga- 
tives^ 
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trues,  and  a rigorous  antipbkgijlic  regimen,  efpeci- 
ally  in  an  entire  exclufion  from  light  and  beat. 

To  this  treatment,  in  the  greater  proportion  of 
cafes,  the  violence  of  the  inflammation  will  yield  ; 
but  wherever  it  is  necefiary,  the  fame  means  may 
be  even  repeated ; or,  in  place  of  them,  if  there  pre- 
vail more  pain  than  violent  inflammation,  Bljfters 
may  be  next  applied  to  the  head  behind  the  ears, 
to  the  temples,  or  even  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
the  difcharge  from  them  kept  open  afterwards, 
in  the  form  of  an  Ijjue  ; but  where  the  principal 
fymptoin  is  rather  pain,  than  apparent  inflamma- 
tion, the  topical  uie  of  Opium , inje&ed  into  the 
eye,  in  a few  drops  of  a Jlrong  watery  J'olutioti ; or 
even  of  the  Liquid  Laudanum,  has  been  attended 
with  the  beft  effects.  By  fome  authors,  a Decoc- 
tion of  Henbane , (Hyofciamus)  in  milk , has  been 
preferred  for  this  purpofe. 

By  thefe  means,  rigoroufly  perfevered  in,  this 
affection  will  be,  for  the  mod  part,  fuccefsfully 
removed  ; but,  in  fome  cafes,  an  unfavourable 
termination  enfues,  and  this  termination  conflfts, 
either  in  the  formation  of  a film  or  fpeck,  an 
ulcer,  or  a general  fuppuration  of  the  organ. 

The  treatment  of  the  firft  will  depend  much 
on  its  nature,  and  alfo  its  fituation,  with  refpeft 
to  the  interruption  of  vifion.  In  every  cafe, 
where  it  ihews  a degree  of  prominence,  beyond 
the  iurface  of  the  cornea,  the  ufe  of  gentle  Efcba- 
rotics  may  be  trufled  to  for  its  removal,  fuch  as 
weak  preparations  of  Red  Precipitate , Verdegrifc . 

or 
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or  Burnt-alum,  and  often  of  White  Vitriol , mixed 
with  a proportion  of  Sugar,  and  any  abforbent. 
Such  medicines  mud  be  applied  to  the  eye  twice, 
at  lead,  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  they  may 
be  ufed,  either  in  the  form  of  fimple  powder, 
made  here  very  fine,  or  of  ointment  or  lotion.  But 
where,  indead  of  this  prominent  appearance -the 
%n,  on  examination,  is  found  equally  plain  with 
the  furface  of  the  cornea,  no  indication  for  the 
ufe  of  Efcharoties  is  pointed  out,  and  its  removal 
mud  either  be  truded  to  nature,  or  the  effects  of 
a gradual  abforption,  which  often  occurs ; or  this 
procefs  may  be,  perhaps,  haffened  by  fuch  medi- 
cines as  excite  abforption.  For  this  purpofe. 
Mercury  has  been  recommended,  as  well  as  fome 
difcutients,  which  we  enumerated  in  the  general 
conditutional  treatment  of  Scrophula.  The  oc- 
cafional  ufe  of  Purgatives  is  alfo  reckoned  fer- 
viceable. 

The  treatment  of  a Scrophulous  ulcer  of  the 
eye,  where  it  unfortunately  takes  place,  confids 
in  the  ufe  of  the  fame  remedies,  employed  for  the 
ulcerations  of  the  lids.  Much  advantage  has  alfo 
been  derived,  from  the  conffant  and  long  continu- 
ufe  of  an  IJfue. 

When  the  lad,  and  mod  unfortunate  termina- 
tion of  the  dileafe  appears,  viz.  in  a general  fup- 
puration  of  the  eye,  as  much  pain  is  experienced 
till  the  difcharge  enfue,  as  well  as  llrong  and  vio- 
lent fever,  accompanied  with  acute  diootings 
into  the  head,  if  the  membranes  lliould  not  dif- 

cover 


OF  SCROPHULA. 


1 r3 

cover  any  tendency  to  give  way ; and  evident 
fymptoms  of  fuppuration  are  confpicuous,  an  in- 
c il  l on  lliould  be  made  into  the  mod  depending 
part  of  the  cornea,  fo  as  to  evacuate  its  contents : 
A common , oreife  a Saturnine  Poultice  is  then  to  be 
applied,  which  will  promote  the  dilcharge,  and 
continued  till  the  fize  of  the  eye  be  gradually 
diminilhed. 

But  the  affection  of  the  eye- lids,  we  mentioned 
as  more  frequent  in  Scrophulous  cafes  ; and  here 
a different  treatment  is  required.  The  inflam- 
mation is  feldom  very  acute,  and  pafies  loon  into 
the  flage  of  ulceration.  Nothing  has  been  found 
fo  ufeful,  in  fuch  ulcerations,  as  the  internal  ufe  of 
Bark  and  Mercury , as  well  as  Chalybeate s and 
Sea-bathing.  But  even  where  thefe  general  re- 
medies have  failed,  this  affection  has  been,  at 
times,  removed  by  topical  applications  alone,  in 
the  form  of  ointment  or  lotion.  The  principal  of 
thefe  applications,  have  been,  either  preparations 
of  Copper , or  Mercury , as  an  emollient  liniment, 
with  a fmall  proportion  of  Vcrdigrifc , or  of  Red 
Precipitate , or  of  Corrojive  Sublimate,  applied  to 
the  ulceration  by  means  of  a pencil;  or  a weak 
Solution  of  l erdigrife , or  of  Corrojive,  as  a lotion. 

Simple  aftringent  waihes,  as  with  Lead  and 
IVbite  Vitriol , dilute  Solutions  of  Brandy,  a l)e- 
coSlion  ot  the  Bark  with  Alum,  applied  cold  ; or 
its  infufion  in  lime-water,  have  been  alfo  employed. 
Atlringcnt  powders,  formed  into  ointments  with 
Hogslard , arc  like  wife  ufed  here  ; and  a proportion 
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ot  Camphor  is  a favourite  ingredient  in  all  oint- 
ments for  the  eyes ; even  abforbents  are  not  un- 
frequent,  as  the  Tutty  Ointment , and  Sir  Hans 
Sloane's . 

To  thefe  different  applications,  the  difeafe  fre- 
quently yields  for  a time,  but  is  liable  to  recur  on 
the  flighted  irregularities.  In  all  cafes  of  this 
form  of  the  difeafe,  the  ufe  of  a Seton  has  been 
highly  recommended. 


Of  the  Treatment  of  White  Swelling. 

Like  the  Scrophulous  affe&ion  of  the  eyes, 
White  Swelling  of  the  larger  joints,  equally  re- 
quires an  early  application  of  the  moft  active  re- 
medies. Of  thefe,  none  is  fo  important  as  Topi- 
cal Bleeding , either  by  means  of  the  fcarificator, 
or  the  application  of  a confiderable  number  of 
Leeches.  The  quantity  drawn,  at  once,  fliould 
be  very  copious,  not  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve 
ounces ; and  the  patient  fliould,  after  this  opera- 
tion, have  a feeling  of  a fenfible  relaxation  of  the 
joint.  Their  repetition  fliould  take  place,  fo  long 
as  it  affords  a chance  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  matter,  or  even  an  effufion  into  the  ligaments. 
The  progrefs  towards  a cure  acquired  by  bleeding, 
fliould  next  be  preferved  by  a fmaller  drain  from 
another  part  of  the  joint,  and  a Blijler  applied  on 
the  found  fkin  for  this  purpofe  : After  its  remo- 
val, the  part  is  to  be  continued  open  by  forming 
an  IJJiie. 


Thefe 
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Thcfe  are  the  means,  along  with  a general  Anti - 
pbhgijlic  Regimen,  confided  in  for  the  cure  of  the 
firfl  Huge  of  the  malady  ; but,  if  within  a realon- 
able  time,  the  difeafe  does  not  feem  to  yield  to 
this  mode  of  treatment,  fuch  applications  are  then 
laid  alide,  and  a different  procels  entirely  adopt- 
ed, with  a view  to  excite  the  abforbents  of  the 
part,  to  carry  otf  the  effufed  fluid,  and  alfo  to  relax 
the  rigidity  of  the  parts,  the  confequence  of  the 
inflammation. 

The  general  means  of  doing  this,  are  two,  the 
application  of  Friilicn  and  Warm-fleams . 

The  former  of  thefe,  is,  perhaps,  the  mod  cer- 
tain means  of  relief.  To  be  effectual,  it  mud  be 
long  continued,  not  lefs  than  an  hour  at  a time, 
repeated  often,  not  feldorner  than  four  or  five 
times  a-day,  and  extended  very  conliderably  be- 
yond the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  to  ail  the  parts  with 
which  the  joint  is  connected. 

To  preferve  the  effects  of  the  Friction , the  web, 
or  omentum  of  a new  killed  animal,  fliould  be  kept 
conflantly  applied  round  the  joint. 

This  Friction  recommended,  is  of  two  kinds, 
either  Ample  or  combined. 

The  firfl  confids  in  the  ufc,  merely,  of  fuch  a 
quantity  of  un&uous  matter  along  with  it,  as  may 
facilitate  the  operation,  viz.  Hogjlanl,  Olive  Oil , 
Neat's  Oil , See. 

By  the  fecond  is  underflood  the  introdudion  of 
fome  dimulant  remedy,  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
operation.  In  this  way  a flight  application  of 
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Mercury  has  been  recommended  ; but  if  we  are 
to  judge  of  the  effects  of  Mercury , in  other  cates 
of  Scrophulous  fwelling,  no  great  dependance 
is  to  be  placed  on  it  here  ; and  more  is  to  be  at- 
tributed in  thefe  fuppofed  inflances  ot  its  luccefs, 
to  the  fimple  Fridtion , than  the  addition  oi  the 
Mineral.  To  form  a judgment,  however,  in  this 
form  of  the  difeafe,  the  giving  it  internally  will 
decide. 

But  in  this  affe&ion,  a more  powerful  remedy 
is  the  Gum  Ammoniac,  introduced  by  the  fame 
operation.  It  is  diffolved  for  this  purpofe  in 
Squill  Vinegar,  and  rubbed  in,  twice  a day,  on  the 
joint;  and  to  promote  its  effects  Hill  more,  a warm- 
plai/leroi the  fame  materials  is  afterwards  continu- 
ed on  the  part.  This  method  is  termed  the  Hun- 
garian method : Simple  defluxions  it  commonly 
cures  in  four  days,  and  in  eight  days  the  patient 
is  able  to  walk  ; but  in  this  difeafe  it  is  not  al- 
ways fo  effectual ; nor  even  where  it  is,  is  it  fo 
fpeedy  in  its  operation. 

The  Jecond  general  means  mentioned  for  the 
cure  of  this  ftage  of  the  affection,  was  Warm- 
Jleams.  This  is  a remedy  much  applied  in  the  cafe 
of  ftiff joints  in  favage  life.  To  be  fuccefsful,  it 
fhould  be  ufed  as  warm  as  the  part  can  bear,  and 
poured  alfo  from  a confiderable  height,  when  it 
will  act  fomeWhat  by  the  former  operation  of 
Friftiort.  its  utility  will  be  found  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  ot  warmth,  and  the  length  ot  iimc 
during  which  it  is  employed.  It  Iliould  not  be 
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lets  than  thrice  a-day,  and,  at  leaf!  an  hour  at  a 
time. 

Like  the  former  remedy,  it  con  lifts,  either  of 
the  firaple  fteams,  or  elfe  varioufly  medicated. 
The  Ample  fteams  of  the  warm  water,  are,  perhaps, 
equally  pow  erful,  as  when  medicated  with  a varie- 
ty of  herbs,  w hich,  we  conceive,  adds  nothing  to 
the  relaxing  effects  of  the  fluid  on  which  its  effi- 
cacy depends. 

By  the  ufe  of  either  of  thefe  two  methods,  w hen 
fufficiently  pedifted  in,  tire  difeafe  is  often  remov- 
ed. But  if  the  formation  of  matter  has  actually 
en hied,  fo  as  to  deftroy  every  hope  of  abforption, 
provided  the  ftate  of  Hectic  admits,  an  attempt 
may  be'ftill  made  to  fave  the  part,  by  favouring 
a difcharge  of  the_ matter,  before  the  niorbid 
change  is  communicated  to  the  cavity  of  the 
joint.  For  this  purpofe  the  introduction  of  ;» 
J? ton  has  been  recommended. 

But  even  where  this  method  fails,  and  the  joint 
is  evidently  alFecffed,  it  has  been  propofed,  before 
having  rccourfe  to  fuch  a dreadful  ltep  as  ampu- 
tation, to  produce  an  Atubykfis  of  the  parts ; and 
thus  preferve  the  member,  though  in  an  impefect 
ftate,  itill  ferviceable.  The  method  fuggefted 
for  doing  this,  has  been  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tions ol  Bliflcrs%  which,  exciting  violent  external 
inflammation,  may  produce  an  adhefion  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  joint.  Thotigh  this  has  been, 
in  fome  inftances,  fuccclsful,  yet  the  extreme 
agony  of  pain  that  antes  from  fuch  a continued 
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and  long  ufe  of  Blifters , as  will  be  necefiary,  mull 
render  it  a mode  of  treatment,  to  which  few  pa- 
tients will  either  have  patience  or  fortitude  to 

fubmit. 


Sect.  5.  Of  the  Combined  Treatment  of  Scrophula. 


WE  have  thus  inveftigated,  at  confiderable 
length,  both  the  Conftitutional  and  Local 
Treatment  of  Scrophula;  but  before  clofing  the 
fubjeS,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  though  we 
have  hitherto  examined  them  as  feparate,  yet 
they  are,  for  the  molt  part,  more  or  lefs  combined, 
according  to  the  particular  views  of  chlTerent 
p^itioners.  Thefe  combinations  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  enter  into,  as  they  are  to  be  found  in 
every  author  on  the  fubjett  ; and,  if  the  feparate 
pradicehas  been  unfuccefsful,  little  farther  ad- 
vantage has,  for  the  moft  part,  been  derived 
from  the  combined  mode  of  cure. 
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DIVISION  II. 


Of  Cancer. 


INRODUCTION. 

T^ROM  Scrophula,  we  proceed  now  to  treat 
of  Cancer,  which  many  authors  have  errone- 
oufly  confidered  as  much  the  fame  difeafe  ; only 
occurring  at  a different  period  of  life,  and  in  a 
more  inveterate  form  : But  to  this  opinion  we 
can  by  no  means  affent.  That  an  acrimony  pre- 
vails in  the  fluids,  in  both  cafes,  to  a certain  de- 
gree, there  is  little  doubt ; but  the  date  of  the 
iolid,  in  Cancer,  is  eflentiaHy  different  from  that 
in  Scrophula,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  acrimo- 
ny itfelt.  I he  principal  didindtions  betwixt  the 
two  difeafes,  will  tall  to  be  examined  in  the  Se- 
quel: At  prelent  we  fliall  enter  upon  a general 
hi  dory  of  this  malady. 


PART 
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PART  I. 


Sect  i.  General  Hiflory  of  Cancer. 

HE  fird  appearance  of  Cancer,  is  a fatal! 


hard  tumor,  for  the  moil  part  round,  fame- 
times  irregular.  It  generally  occupies  a glandular 
fituation,  and  is  compared,  not  unaptly,  both  in 
its  fize  and  figure,  to  a hazel  nut.  Its  increafe  is 
ufually  llow,  unlefs  expofed  to  irritation ; and 
with  its  increafe,  it  acquires  an  additional  incorn- 
prefiible  hardnefs,  and  protuberance  in  the  middle, 
while  its  furrounding  fubcutaneous  veflels  afiume 
a varicofe  date,  or  feel  thick  and  knotty.  The 
enlargement  of  the  tumor  is  attended  with  a fenfe 
of  pain,  which  is  little,  if  at  all,  experienced  for 
fome  time  after  its  commencement.  This  pain 
is  of  a peculiar  kind  ; it  confids,  either  of  fliarp 
lancilating  throbs,  of  deep  IhoQtings,  or,  in  ab- 
fence  of  thefe,  of  a conftant  gnawing,  or  fenfe  of 
burning  heat  diffufed  over  it ; or  of  a pricking, 
like  the  thrud  of  needles.  At  firft  the  pain  prevails 
mod  on  changes  of  weather ; but,  in  procefs  of 
time,  it  become:  almod  condant,  independent  ot 
any  external  caufe,  and  is  then,  as  it  were,  in- 
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curvated,  or  fpread  round  the  feat  of  the  dileate. 
As  the  tumor  enlarges,  it  changes  its  form  and 
figure,  becomes  more  unequal,  rugged,  and  an- 
gular, and  padres  out  roots  or  limbs,  feeling  like 
fo  many  tenfe  cords,  which  are  the  neighbouring 
lymphatics  taking  on  the  difealed  date : From 
this  fymptom,  the  name  of  Cancer  i»  properly- 
applied  to  the  difeafe ; being  compared  to  the 
limbs  of  the  crab,  when  Ip  re  ad  out  and  gralping 
any  thing. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  fuelling,  the  ikiu 
begins  gradually  to  change  its  colour.  This 
change  is  firll  red,  then  purple,  or  lead  colour, 
and  fo  the  Ihude  advances,  being  marbled,  as  it 
were,  with  varieofe  livid  veins,  till  it  end  in  black  ; 
but  before  this  kill,  the  teguments  generally  give 
way,  and  the  contents  of  the  tumor  are  uncharg- 
ed. On  the  burilmg  of  the  teguments,  the  open 
Cancer,  or  ulcerous  date  begins,  and  the  follow- 
ing appearances  then  enfue. 

From  the  opening  there  is  coiidantly  uncharg- 
ed a thin  lharp  ichor,  the  appearance  and  quan- 
tity of  which  vary  at  times,  according  to  tire  exit- 
ing degree  of  irritation  and  pain;  being,  in  fotne 
cafes,  of  a pale  ath  colour,  in  others  of  areddiihcafl ; 
it  is  frequently,  alio,  oi  a brown  tinge,  re fe mo- 
ling brick  dud,  and,  more  rarely,  approaching 
nearly  to  black.  Thele  changes  are  often,  too, 
the  efiecl,  both  of  the  external  and  internal  re- 
medies employed.  The  edges  of  the  fore  become 
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gradually  more  open,  ragged,  harder,  and  un- 
equal, and  turn  up,  or  are  reverfed  in  various  di- 
rections, fometimes  outwards,  at  other  times  in- 
wards. 1 he  lurface,  alfo,  is  full  of  inequalities; 
in  fome  parts  having  confiderable  Filings,  in  others 
deep  excavations,  fo  as  to  appear,  not  unlike  a 
piece  of  mouldering  ruins.  From  the  body  of 
the  fore,  or  its  edge,  a kind  of  fpungy  fproutirig 
flefh,  or  growth,  takes  place,  which  foon  a flumes 
fymptoms  of  gangrene  or  decay,  and  falls  off, 
while  the  fame  appearance  is  iucceffively  renew- 
• cd. 

The  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  various  ; in  fome 
it  advances  rapidly,  and  there  prevails,  along  with 
it,  ftrong  inflammation  ; in  others,  and  for  the 
moft  part,  a more  gradual  creeping,  and  almoft 
imperceptible  corroiion  of  parts  occurs.  The 
direction  of  the  corroiion  is  commonly  in  the  courfe 
of  the  lymphatics,  and  while  one  gland  comes  to 
ulceration,  the  neighbouring  ones  fuccellively 
afliime  the  difeafed  aCtion. 

During  the  ufe  of  remedies,  the  thin  ichor 
often  acquires,  in  different  places,  the  appearance 
of  pus,  at  leaf!  of  a whitifh  fordes,  refembling  it, 
which  adheres  clofely  to  the  furface  of  the  fore  ; 
but  the  fore  is  equally  corroded  by  it,  as  before,  and 
it  pofiefies  none  of  the  properties  of  real  pus.  In 
the  progrefs  of  the  ulceration,  the  fore  acquires 
an  intolerable  flench  and  ftnell,  of  a peculiar  na- 
ture, fo  as  to  be  readily  dillinguiflied  by  any 
practitioner  converfant  with  the  difeafe,  and  more 

often  live 
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ofFenfive  than  that  from  any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer; 
equally  loathfome  to  the  patient  as  to  a by-ftan- 
der.  This  factor  is  even  increafed  by  the  ufe  of 
greafy  applications. 

As  the  lols  of  fubftance  proceeds,  the  functions 
of  the  body  become  difturbed,  the  appetite  fails, 
the  ftrength  becomes  gradually  exhaufled.  An 
cxquiiite  Hectic,  which  appears,  in  a certain  de- 
gree from  the  firft  of  the  ulceration,  is  formed 
with  ft  rang  evening  exacerbations  ; but  before  it 
prove  fatal,  the  patient  is  generally  cut  off  by  the 
attack  of  one  of  two  fymptoms  ; either  a hemor- 
rhage, the  corrofion  of  the  larger  blood  vefiels 
being  one  dillinguifhing  charaCtcriftic  of  the  virus 
of  Cancer,  over  all  other  malignant  difeharges, 
which  they,  on  the  contrary  relift ; or  cllc  by  a 
fit  of  convulfion ; and  thus  terminates  a mifer- 
1 ble  and  painful  exiftence. 


UCH  is  the  general  appearance  of  this  difeafe, 


one  of  the  molt  painful  and  loathfome  that 
can  attack  humanity ; often  protracted  to  the  laft: 
ftage  ot  torture  and  emaciation  ; and  receiving 
little  alleviation,  hitherto,  from  any  treatment 
employed.  But  this  uniformity  deferibed  above, 
does  not  always  prevail  in  the  hiftory  of  particu- 
lar cafes ; and  it  is  fuch  a want  of  uniformi- 


Sect.  2 


123 


OF  CANCER. 


ty,  that  renders,  for  long,  the  true  nature  of  the 
malady  doubtful,  in  many  indances ; a fad  diffid- 
ently known  to  mod  furgeons  converfant  in  its 
pradice.  In  the  greater  number  of  examples, 
however,  we  are  warranted,  in  the  liidory  laid 
down,  and  from  this  detail  of  fymptoms,  three 
ftages  dillinguifli  its  progrefs,  pointed  out  by  the 
different  dates  of  the  difeafed  part.  Thefe  are, 
the  dage  of  ftmplc  objiruttion  ; of  aftual  indura- 
tion, or  fc  birr  us  ; and  of  ulceration.  Each  of 
thcle  flages  requires  a feparate  confideration. 
But,  indead  of  this  divifion,  authors,  attentive 
only,  in  this  difeafe,  to  external  appearance,  have 
confidered  Cancer  as  always  in  one  of  two  dates, 
which  they  have  termed  the  Occult , and  Ulcerated; 
a divifion  not  fudiciently  extended  for  pradice, 
or  to  convey  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  malady.  In  practice,  the  chief 
difficulty  lies  in  being  able  to  didinguidi  the  two 
fird  dages  of  the  difeafe ; or  when  the  date  of 
dmple  obdrudion  ends,  and  real  fchirrus,  or  indu- 
ration has  begun.  This,  mod  praditioners  con- 
ceive to  be  an  eafy  matter  ; but  experience  daily 
fhews,  that  all  the  external  marks  truded  to,  are 
indecifive.  Many  cafes  of  apparent  fchirrus  oc- 
cur, where,  to  the  feel,  the  dage  of  induration  has 
fully  commenced  ; and  yet,  on  the  application  of 
remedies,  refolution  is  eaiily  accompliflied  ; a cir- 
cumdance  not  to  be  expeded,  were  it  really  fo, 
and  that  the  altered  organization,  connected  with 
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fchirrus,  actually  prevailed.  In  others,  again, 
though  the  tumor  is  imall,  and  every  appearance 
favourable  in  marking,  but  a commencement  of 
the  difeafe,  we  find,  on  the  ufe  of  medicines,  that 
no  impreffion  can  be  made,  and  that  an  obftinatc 
fchirrus  is  rooted  in  the  part.  To  thefe  may  be 
added  a third  date,  where  part  of  the  fuelling  is 
in  the  ftage  of  Ample  obftruction,  and  the  reft  ac- 
tually fchirrous.  This  we  know  by  the  effect  of 
remedies,  viz.  by  the  obftructed  part  giving  way 
foon  after  their  application,  while  the  real  fchir- 
rus continues  to  increafe.  In  order  then  to  form 
a proper  judgment  on  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
at  this  period,  we  niuft  join  the  peculiar  and  lefs 
obvious  circumftances  of  each  cafe,  to  the  exter- 
nal phenomena  ; and,  from  the  combination  of 
thefe  alone,  form  an  opinion.  Thus,  in  all  fchir- 
ri,  ariiing  from  an  external  caufe,  particularly 
from  poifons  introduced  from  without,  as  the  ve- 
nereal, &c.  the  ftage  of  ft m pie  obftrutftion  remains 
long,  and  there  is  always  a chance  of  a cure.  In 
a Scrophulous  habit,  too,  where  inflammation  of 
the  part  has  preceded,  the  fame  prognoftic  may 
be  made;  but  where,  again,  the  difeafe  feems 
connected  with  internal  and  lefs  obvious  caufcs, 
where  it  is  known  to  be  a hereditary  affection, 
and  attended,  of  courfe,  with  a ftrong  conilitu- 
tional  predilpofition,  an  oppofite  and  lefs  favour- 
able judgment  mult  be  entertained. 

'I'he  rime  when  the  laft  ftage,  or  period  of  ul- 
ceration commences,  is  various,  and  depends 
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folely  on  the  irritation,  anil  confequcnt  inflamma- 
tion of  the  fchirrus  ; either  from  its  own  fize  prov- 
ing a flimulus  to  the  adjacent  veflels,  or  from  ex- 
ternal caufes  producing  the  fame  eflfed.  Many 
cafes  of  fchirri  have  been  known  to  remain  in 
the  fame  hate  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.  Others, 
again,  poflefs,  from  their  very  firfl  appearance,  a 
ftrong  difpolition  to  change  to  the  ulcerous  flate, 
and  terminate  their  career,  by  the  death  of  the 
patient,  in  a few  months.  It  is  the  former  cir- 
cumftance,  and  a confideration  of  the  incurable 
nature  of  the  malady  in  its  laft  llage,  that  has 
led  to  the  pradice  of  endeavouring  to  retain  the 
difeafe,  as  much  as  poflible,  in  this  middle  point, 
or  fchirrous  flate  ; and  for  this  purpofe  topical 
bleeding  is  employed,  to  be  repeated  frequently,  as 
fymptoms  indicate  ; a pradice,  which  no  doubt, 
gives  a temporary  relief,  but  no  more. 

The  approach  of  the  ulcerous,  or  laft  ftage,  is 
marked  by  the  hitherto  colourlefs  indolent  iwel- 
ling  beginning  to  be  painful,  and  to  extend  its 
feat,  by  the  teguments  aft Inning  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation; and  beginning,  in  that  part,  to  (hew 
a livid  brown,  or  blackifh  colour,  and  Teeming  to 
adhere  to  the  under  part  of  the  fu  elling,  by  be- 
ing puckered  or  draw  n in,  in  folds,  while  the  vef- 
fels  under  the  fkin  are  conftderably  enlarged. 
From  this  period,  the  fyftem,  in  general,  appears 
to  fympathize  with  the  adion  of  the  part ; but 

the  pulfe,  though  occafionally  quickened,  re- 
mains 
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mains  always  fmall  and  weak,  one  of  the  leading 
diagnoftics  of  this  difeafe. 

From  the  age  of  thirty-fix  to  forty-eight,  in 
both  fexes,  is  the  moft  frequent  time  of  its  ap- 
pearance. Every  glandular  part  of  the  body 
may  be  occafionally  its  feat ; but  there  are  cer- 
tain fituations  which  it  would  feem  to  occupy,  in 
preference  to  others,  and  which  it  has,  therefore, 
been  fuppofed  by  authors,  fpecifkally  to  afled,  by 
a certain  unknown  attradion. 

Tbefe  fituations  are  parts  of  certain  fecreting 
glands,  which  feparate  fluids  that  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  aeconomy,  as  the  breads  and  womb 
in  women ; the  lips,  tellicles,  and  penis,  in  men  ; 
while  the  face,  tongue,  and  nofe,  are  equally 
fubjed,  though  left  frequently  than  the  former,  to 
its  attack  in  both  fexes. 

We  fhall  examine  the  particular  appearances 
it  afliimes  in  each  ot  theie  fituations,  beginning 
with  it  in  women,  who  are  oftener  its  vidims  than 
the  other  lex. 


Sect.  3. 

I.  Breajl,  (Mamma). 

S the  fmall  glands  of  the  bread  are  fo 
often  liable  to  obftrudion,  this  part  is, 
more  than  any  other,  the  feat  of  Cancer.  Its 
veffels  are  a feries  by  themielves,  whofc  adion  is 
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no  way  aflidcd  by  their  intermixture  with  others, 
and  of  thofe  unfortunate  women  who  fufFcr  trom 
Cancer  of  the  bread,  the  greater  proportion  is  of 
fuch  as  are  either  barren,  or  refute  to  nurle  their 
own  children,  a circumdance  evidently  pointing 
out  its  caufe. 

The  difeafe  (hews  itfelf  here  under  two  dif- 


ferent forms. 

The  fuj},  and  mod  ufual,  is  that  of  a fmall 
round  fwelling,. varying  to  the  feel,  in  its  appa- 
rent depth  from  the  furface,  and  evidently  dtu- 
ated  in  the  glandular  fubdance.  At  drd  it  has 
little  or  no  pain,  on  which  account  it  is  too  often, 
forfome  time,  entirely  negleded;  but  the  pain 
begins  to  enfue,  in  proportion  as  it  increafes  in 
fizeand  hardnefs.  In  its  progrefs  the  fwelling 
feels  gradually  more  unequal,  and  becomes  more 
immoveable : The  fkin  alfo  aflumes  the  appear- 
ance of  difcolouration  ; and  acquires,  in  time,  a 
Iividnefs  : The  nipple  is  often  drawn  in,  and  part 
of  the  adjacent  (kin  puckered,  while  round  abou 
appear  protuberances,  hard  and  unequal.  I he 
Xle  Celling  retains  alfo  the  fame  hardnefs. 

without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  tmpofthuma- 

tion  till  the  external  teguments  break.  _ 

rupture  appears  the  cancerous  mafs  or  growth. 

JUance,  the  ulcer  begins  to  pou 
out  a bloody  ichor,  or  fanies:  The  edges  rfthe 

wound  thicken  and  turn  up  . T-  e 0 

full  of  inequalities,  and  gradually  acquires  a feeud 

fmell. 
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Th  is  form  of  the  difeafe  is  ufually  flow  in  its 
progrefs,  and  a period  of  years  intervenes  before 
arriving  at  the  ulcerated  ftate.  The  progrefs  of 
the  latter  is  marked  by  conliderable  increafe  of 
pain  and  burning  heat  : As  it  advances,  a gra- 
dual extenfiou  of  die  ('welling  is  communicated  to 
other  parts  of  the  furrounding  fubftance  not  af- 
fected. The  patient  alfo  is  commonly  feizcd  with 
conliderable  fever,  previous  to  the  burfting  of 
each  difeafed  gland;  but  it  abates  as  the  difeharge 
takes  place,  and  is  fucceflively  renewed  on  a new 
ulceration.  Conliderable  bleedings  occafionally 
ante  from  the  mouths  of  the  corroded  veflels,  diffi- 
cult to  llem ; and  the  patient  is  at  lafl  cut  off,  cither 
by  one  of  theie  hemorrhages,  or  by  ablbrption 
taking  place  into  the  lungs,  and  other  vital  parts; 
though  not,  in  this  latter  cafe,  till  he  is  reduced  to 
the  laft  ftage  of  emaciation,  w'eaknefs,  and  pain. 
This  fatal  event  happens,  for  the  moll  part,  with- 
in the  twelvemonth  from  the  commencement  of 
the  ulceration. 

The  fecund  form*,  in  which  the  Mammary 
Cancer  appears,  is,  inllead  of  its  commencement 

in 

* This  form  of  the  difeafe  is  confidercd  by  Mr  Pearfon, 
furgeon  in  London,  by  far  the  heft  writer  on  the  fubjetf  as 
rather  a Scrophulous  than  a Cancerous  affection  ; but  we  can 
perceive  no  jull  ground*  for  this  opinion,  for  it  is  equally  ob« 
ftinatc,  as  in  calcs  where  the  difeafe  begins  in  a different  form. 
This  gentleman  lifccwife  deferibes  a Chronic  inflammation 
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in  a fmall  round  tumor,  as  we  defcribed  in  that 
of  a large,  irregular,  angular  fwelling,  occupying 
from  the  firft,  the  greater  part  of  the  fubdance  of 
t e bread,  and  palling  alfo  rapidly  through  its 
It  ages,  which  obferve,  however,  the  fame  appear- 
ances  with  the  former  fpecies.  This  form  has 

been  remarked  as  more  rooted  and  obilinate  than 
the  former. 


Sect.  4. 

2.  Womb , {Uterus). 

the  bread,  in  the  female,  Cancer 
mod  frequently  occupies  the  womb.  It 
commences  generally  at  the  time  of  the  cefia- 

of  the  breaft  having  all  the  fymptoms  of  fchirrus,  but  which 
yields  to  Bleeding,  External  Difeuticnts,  and  the  ufe  of  Mer- 
cury in  fmall  dofes.  A third  affeflion  he  alfo  takes  notice 
of,  under  the  character  of  a pure  Scrophulous  affedion,  con- 
fiding of  a fwelling  of  the  bread,  confining  itfelf  folely  to 
the  teguments,  and  not  affeding  the  glandular  part.  This 
lad  is  certainly  a proper  didindion  ; but  I am  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  two  former  cafes  can  be  properly  feparated  from 
real  fchirrus ; if  they  can,  it  is  making  incurability  of  the 
difeafe  the  foie  diagncdic  of  real  fchirrus.  Some  cafes  fi- 
milar  to  Mr  Pearfon’s,  are  to  be  found  alfo  in  ProfefTor 
Richter’s  obfervations,  excellently  tranflated  by  Dr  T. 
Spence  of  Edinburgh;  but  the  Profeffor  has  added  two 
diagnodics  in  his  cafes,  which  are,  Some  degree  ofjluauation  in 
the  tumor , however  obfeure  ; and  feme  fever  and  inflammation  along 
with  the  pain  ; wherever  thefe  prevail,  he  has  hopes  of  a fa- 
vourable termination. 
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tion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  and  is  preceded 
by  uterine  pain yJiuor  alhus,  (or  Whites),  and  other 
morbid  fy  mptoms,  marking  irregular  uterine  health, 
long  before  the  period  of  actual  attack.  In  fome 
rare  cafes,  it  even  occurs,  without  the  fmalleft  pre- 
vious intimation,  except,  perhaps,  occailonal  tran- 
fient  pain,  little  attended  to,  or  referred  to  fome 
different  caufe.  But,  in  the  greater  number  of 
cafes,  its  prefence  is  fufficiently  known  by  the 
following  fy  mptoms,  viz. 

1.  A fenfe  of  weight  and  heavy  pain  in  the 
uterine  region,  or  about  the  pubes. 

2.  Irregular  and  long  continued  floodings,  fel- 
dom  drying  up,  or  foon  returning  without  any 
evident  caufe.  And 

3.  A morbid  ftatc  of  fome  of  the  contiguous 
parts,  indicated  by  ftrangury  tenefmus  &c.  for  there 
prevails,  cither  a pain  and  difficulty  in  the  void- 
ing of  urine,  or  elfe  a conftant  defire.  The  urine 
itfelf,  alfo,  is  ufually  tutbid,  and  depofits  a flimy 
fediment. 

'I  his  difealc  is  either  general  or  partial.  In 
the  iormer  cafe  it  aflects  the  greater  part  of 
the  organ ; in  the  hitter  it  is  very  fmall,  and 
confifls  of  a hardened  tubercle,  affe&ing  folcly 
fome  portion  of  the  upper  part,  (or  fundus .) 
It  feldom  gives  much  pain  till  its  advanced 
bate,  when  its  bulk  is  confiderably  increas- 
ed, and  when  it  begins  to  afliime  the  proper 
ulcerated  form.  Hence  many  women,  we  find, 
on  diileclion,  poffeis  afehirrous  Hate  of  the  womb, 

the 
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the  prefence  of  which,  as  former  ly  obferved,  was 
marked  by  no  particular  fymptom  when  alive, 
that  could  lead  a practitioner  to  fufpect  fuch  a 
ilifeafe.  In  its  advanced  llage,  however,  belides 
the  fymptoms  enumerated,  others  occur,  which 
render  its  existence,  if  formerly  doubtful  *,  un- 
queftionable.  Thefe  are,  the  organ  feeling  bulky, 
when  raifed  on  the  finger,  and  fiiew  ing  a tendency 

* We  are  indebted  to  Mr  Pearfon,  in  his  work  already 
noticed  for  the  defcription  of  a venereal  affetfion  of  the 
womb,  very  apt  to  be  mi  (taken  for  the  prefent  difeafe. 
Though  the  Venereal  infection  appears  generally  fir(t,  he 
obferves,  on  the  external  parts,  yet  this  is  attended  with 
fome  exceptions,  and  the  womb  may  be  the  firft  and  only 
part  affected  by  it.  The  fymptoms  of  this  form  of  the  difeafe, 
are  a fenfe  of  great  heat  and  darting  pungent  pains  about 
the  womb ; but  thefe  are  not  always  accompanied  with  3. 
puriform  difeharge,  nor  is  the  fluor  albus,  (or  Whites),  necef- 
farily  increafed  by  this  affeftion.  Though  no  external  i'ymp- 
toms  appear,  the  patients  communicate  the  infeftion,  which 
gives  the  molt  certain  evidence  of  the  difeafe  ; and  with  this 
may  be  joined  a fenfe  of  acute  pain  that  they  feel,  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  vagina,  (or  palfage),  efpecially  in  coition, 
and  not  unfrequently  attended  with  a fanguineous  difeharge. 
On  examination,  in  this  (late,  the  womb  feels  enlarged,  gives 
a fenfe  of  preternatural  heat,  and  differs  pain  from  the 
flighted  prelfure,  while  fmall  ulcers  may  be  felt  about  the 
os  uteri,  (or  mouth).  The  difeafe  continues  long  in  this 
date,  without  difplaying  any  more  general  vt'nered  fymp- 
toms ; but  the  patient's  health  gradually  declines,  and  tye 
fometimes  becomes  helical. 

Where  this  difeafe,  as  often  happens,  is  midaken  for  Can- 
cer, and  Mercury  employed,  which  proves  the  cure,  it  gives 
a reputation  to  the  medicine,  which  it  is  not  juftly  entitled  to. 
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to  gravitate  downwards.  The  os  tinea,  (or 
mouth),  feems  painful  on  the  flighted  preflure,  is 
hard  and  indurated,  and  furrounded.  more  or  lefs, 
with  a fungous  fubflancc,  which  protrudes  into 
the  vagina  (or  paflage).  When  theie  fymptoms 
occur,  the  progress  to  ulceration  is  tar  advanced  ; 
and  as  foon  as  this  lafl  itage  is  formed,  the  (harp 
lanciiating  pains  become  tlronger  and  more  fre- 
quent in  the  feat  of  it ; while  a thin  ichory  dif- 
charge,  forming  a fpecies  ot'Jiuor  dibits,  (or  Whites), 
proceeds  from  the  vagina,  (or  pafl’uge).  The 
quantity  of  this  diicharge,  towards  the  end  of  the 
difeafe,  is  very  conliderable ; and  is,  at  times, 
fomewhat  (limy,  occafionally  tinged  with  blood  ; 
fometimes  foetid,  and  fome times  not.  On  exami- 
nation, at  this  period,  the  edges  of  the  os  tinea , 
(or  mouth),  feci  hard,  ragged,  and  unequal,  with 
a colliflower  appearance. 

From  the  inflammation  alfo,  induced  by  the 
difeharge,  the  furface  of  the  palfage  it  pervades, 
becomes  fmooth  and  hard  like  cartilage,  lofing 
itselaflic  and  rugole  appearance  \ and  this  change 
of  llructure,  efpecially  prevails  at  the  upper  part. 
In  time  it  becomes  ulcerated,  foetid,  and  raw. 

In  this  form  of  Cancer,  the  pains  are  more  vio- 
lent than  in  any  other,  and  often  of  the  moll 
dreadful  and  excruciating  nature.  The  patient 
has  no  intermiffion  from  them,  but  by  the  con- 
stant and  exceflive  ufe  of  Opium ; and  they  ex- 
tend to  the  back,  iides,  and  pubes,  and  in  every 
direction.  A ftrong  Hectic  is  alfo  formed  every 
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evening;  and  the  ftomach  fympathifes,  in  a re- 
markable degree  with  the  difeafe.  Digeftion  be- 
comes, at  laft,  almoft  totally  fufpended  ; and  thus 
with  pain,  fever,  and  retching,  the  miferable  pa- 
tient is  tortured,  in  the  extreme,  and  tired  of  a 
too  long  protracted,  and  wretched  exigence.  I he 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  however,  is  very  various, 
limilar  to  that  in  other  fituations.  It  will  often 
continue  for  many  years  in  the  fimple  indurated 
date,  and  give  little  or  no  uneafinefs  to  the  pa- 
tient : At  other  times,  it  fpreads  amazingly  in  a 
few  months,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  acute  iru 
flammation.  It  feems  to  depend  fomewhat  on 
the  original  extent  ol  furface  occupied  by  the 
difeafe  *. 


3.  Lips , Mouth,  and  Tongue,  ( Labia  Os,  &c.) 
ANCERS  of  the  mouth  difplay  a different 


appearance,  according  to  the  particular  parts 

of  it  which  they  attack. 

In  the  lips,  or  infide  of  the  cheeks,  they  begin, 
like  a wart,  or  fmall  hard  tumor,  more  or  lets 

* So  frequent  is  this  form  of  the  difeafe  in  the  city  of 
Lima,  that  we  are  told  by  Dr  Mofeley,  women  are  afraid 
to  fit  on  the  fame  chair  with  one  affetted  by  it,  from  the 
fuppofed  danger  of  infection.  _ 


Sect.  5. 
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painful,  and  commonly  fituated  at  the  extremity 
of  an  excretory  veflel.  As  the  hardnefs  increafes» 
the  fkin  around  it  becomes  more  vafcular  and  in- 
flamed, and  at  lalt  gives  way.  On  giving  way, 
a hard  callous  fubftance  appears  within,  which 
ulcerates,  and  then  the  corrolion  proceeds,  as  in 
other  cafes  ; for,  by  the  attack  of  the  neighbour- 
ing furface,  thefe  appearances  are  fucceflively  ex- 
tended in  every  direction,  till  the  whole  is  at 
iail  confumed,  and  laid  bare  to  the  bone,  which 
does  not  even  efcape  the  efi'ech  of  the  poifon,  if 
the  patient  furvive  fo  long,  and  is  not  cut  off  by 
hemorrhage  before  that  period. 

The  beginning  of  Cancer,  in  the  form  of  a wart, 
is  nioft  confpicuous  in  the  lips  and  tongue  ; and 
the  under  lip  is  obferved  to  be  more  fubjecl  to  it 
than  the  upper  one  *.  The  character  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  wart,  is  always  an  uncommonly  hard  bale, 

• Cancer  feldom  attacks  the  upper  lip.  and  where  it  ha* 
been  allcdged  fo,  Mr  Pearfon  fuppofes  the  difeafe  has  been 
millaken  ; for  that  part  is  particularly  liable  to  a fpecies  of 
Elcphantufis  rafcmbling  it.  It  is  flow  in  its  progrefs,  u 
attended  with  nttle  foctor,  but  gradually  deftroy*  the  fub- 
Aancc  of  the  part.  A venereal  affeflion  may  alfo  arife 
here  ; but  then  it  mull  be  conjoined  with  other  fymptoms. 
FifTures  of  the  lip,  alfo,  frequently  put  on  a Cancerous  ap- 
pearance, though  really  Scrophulous.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  it  is 
only  by  the  effect  of  remedies  that  we  are  to  judge  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe.  The  Elephantiafu  wfl!  yield  to  altera- 
tives, as  the  Dtxoftion  of  Guiac  ; of  the  Woods,  and  the 
J*iummrr‘s  Pill,  See. ; the  venereal  affection,  to  the  known 
fpccific  for  that  difeafe. 
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painful  to  the  touch,  and  liable  to  bleed  on  the 
flighted  irritation.  It  continues,  however,  often 
flationary,  for  long  ; but  always  takes  on  inflam- 
mation at  laft,  when  its  fize  augments  in  every 
direction.  The  confequenee  of  this  is  the  rup- 
ture of  the  external  teguments,  and  then  the  dif- 
eafe  proceeds,  as  in  other  fituations.  In  its 
progrefs  on  the  tongue,  the  lubffance  of  it 
fplits  into  chinks,  which  become  furrounded 
'with  a thick  hard  margin;  and  thus  the  functions 
of  the  part  come  to  be  dcdroyed.  Sometimes 
the  tongue  becomes  entirely  divided  into  two. 

But  Cancer  of  the  inlide  of  the  cheek  and 
tongue,  frequently  appears,  firft  in  the  form  of  an 
open  fore,  without  any  previous  formation  of 
wart : In  this  cafe  it  proceeds,  from  an  ab  radon 
of  furface,  in  confequence  of  the  irritation  from  a 
pointed  tooth ; and  this  being  continued  where 
a predifpofition  to  the  difeafe  prevails,  the  fore 
alTumes  a Cancerous  appearance  ; and  in  this  cafe 
it  is  even  more  rapid  in  its  progrefs  than  in  the  for- 
mer. The  chief  fymptoms  that  attend  a Can- 
cerous afledion  of  the  lips,  mouth,  or  tongue, 
particularly  of  the  latter,  is  the  enlargement  of 
the  different  contiguous  glands ; and  thus  diffi- 
culty of  fwailowing,  tenlion  of  jaws,  and  pain  of 
throat,  arife  in  its  advanced  flage.  But  a more 
troubleiome  fymptom  than  even  thefe,  is  the  con- 
dant  falivary  difebarge,  or  ptyalifm,  to  which 
they  give  rife ; and  it  correfponds,  in  quantity, 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  diieale.  It  will  amount,  at 
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times,  to  feveral  pounds  a day,  and  fuffers  no  in- 
tei  million  ; fo  that  it  produces  the  great  eft  emacia- 
tion and  debility,  and  thus  hurryson  the  fatal  termi- 
nation of  the  difeafe.  It  is  attended  with  a fenfe 
of  conftant  burning  heat  in  the  mouth  and  throat, 
which  regularly  increafes  as  the  evening  Herftic 
comes  on.  Where  the  difeafe  is  lituated  pretty 
far  back,  and  the  falivary  glands  not  fo  much 
a fleeted  as  the  parts  of  the  throat,  intlead  of  the 
ptyalifm,  a conftant  fpitting  of  tough  phlegm 
eniues,  attended  with  the  lame  fyqnptoms  of  ir* 
ntation. 


Sect.  6. 

4.  N'>JCy  Fact,  and  Skin,  ( [Kafus , Fades,  el  TV- 

gumenta.') 

/^ANGERS  of  the  nofe,  are  either  external  or 
^ internal.  In  the  former  cafe,  they  affect 
the  common  Ikin;  in  the  latter  they  occupy  the 
fine  internal  membrane  which  lines  it.  The 
former  are  generally  very  circumfcribed  and  flow 
in  their  progrefs  : They  begin,  as  on  the  lip,  like 
a fmall  inflamed  wart,  with  the  fame  hardnefs  of 
bale,  and  tendency  to  bleed  on  the  flighted  touch 
or  elfe  they  difeharge  a mixed  ferofity,  which, 
on  drying,  forms  a lcab  that  falls  off,  and  is  fuc- 
ceffively  replaced  by  another  for  fome  conlider- 
able  time.  Thefe  lcabs  become,  at  laft,  equal 

with 
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with  the  fkin,  and  falling  off,  give  place  to  an 
ideerous  appearance  below,  from  which  is  emit- 
ted a ferous  difeharge,  tinged  with  blood,  fome- 
times  purulent ; and  as  this  ulcer  extends,  fmall 
tendinous  filaments  can  be  perceived  fpreading 
from  it,  into  the  neighbouring  fiefh;  frequently  too 
little  pimples  appear  on  the  adjacent  fkin,  the  top 
of  which  coming  to  open,  they  afliime  an  ulcer- 
ous appearance,  and  difplay  the  fame  difpofition 
as  in  the  original  feat  of  the  difeafe.  This  is  the 
ofual  progrefs  of  Cancer,  in  every  part  of  the 
common  teguments,  and  may  ferve  as  a general 
example  of  its  hiftory  when  affecting  the  fkin  *. 

In  the  latter  fpecies,  or  infide  of  the  nofe,  Can- 
cers begin  with  a fimple  thickening  of  the  mem- 

* A particular  fpecies  of  Cancer  is  deferibed  by  Mr  Pott, 
as  affeCHng  the  (kin  of  the  Scrotum,  (or  covering  of  the 
Teflicles)  in  Chimney  Sweeps,  and  all  manufacturers  that 
■work  in  foot.  It  commences  like  a wart,  as  in  other 
parts,  and  is  termed,  by  the  tradefmen  themfelves,  the  Soot 
Wart.  It  occupies  the  inferior  part  of  the  Scrotum,  and 
degenerates  foon  into  a fuperficial,  painful,  ragged,  ill  look- 
ing fore,  with  hard  and  rifing^  edges.  It  never  appears 
till  after  the  age  of  puberty  ; being  fuppofed  venereal,  it 
becomes  exafperated  under  the  ufe  of  Mercury,  fo  as  to 
fpread  over  the  whole  Scrotum,  Tefticle,  &c.  and  to  make 
its  way  upwards  into  the  abdomen,  when  it  proves  fatal. 
1 his  fpecies  of  Cancer  is  remarkably  rapid  in  its  progrefs; 
and  Mr  Pott  confiders  immediate  excifion  of  the  affected 
part,  as  the  only  certain  cure,  it  being  entirely  local,  and 
eceafioned  by  the  acrimony  of  the  foot  retained  in  the  Ru- 
gofities  of  the  Scrotum. 
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brane  ; fometimes  alfo  in  the  form  of  wart;  but 
more  rarely,  this  thickening  extends  and  enlarges, 
fo  as  to  fill  up,  more  or  lefs,  the  cavity  of  the  nofe, 
when  ending  in  ulceration,  the  foft  parts  of  the 
nofe,  and  even  the  bones  themfelves,  become  con- 
fumed,  attended  with  a molt  foetid  dilcharge,  ami 
ugly  appearance  of  the  fore. 

Other  difeafes  of  the  part,  efpecially  Polypus, 
change  alfo  into  Cancer  ; and  the  tendency  to  this 
change,  may  be  judged  of  in  proportion  to  the 
firmnefs  of  texture  and  hardnefs,  correfpondent 
to  the  feel  of  fchirrus  in  other  lunations. 


Sect.  7. 

5.  Tcjtklrs,  (Tcjlcs). 

/^ANCER  of  the  tefticles,  is  fubjed  to  more 
variety  in  its  appearance  than  any  other 
form  of  the  dileafe,  both  in  its  original  attack,  and 
alfo  in  its  fubfequent  progrefs  *.  At  firft  its  moil 

ufual 


* Mr  Pearfon,  whom  we  hare  had  occafion  frequently 
to  mention,  has  been  at  much  pains  in  pointing  out  certain 
Scrophulous  affcaions  of  the  Tefticlcs,  refembling  real  febir- 
r^B  ; at  lead  he  proceeds  on  the  fuppofition  of  their  being 
Scrophulous,  from  their  having  yielded  to  the  Hemlock 
Poultice,  with  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel,  Sal  Sodce,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  Bark.  Pra&itioners  are  certainly  much  indebted 
to  Mr  Pcarkn,  for  his  obier  vat  ions,  and  hi*  very  laudable 
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ufual  form,  is  that  of  a fmall  enlargement,  and 
induration  of  the  body  of  rhe  tefticle,  in  one  point. 
This  enlargement  gradually  increafes,  but  little 
or  no  pain,  or  marks  ot  inflammation,  lor  a long 
time  attend  it,  except  what  ariie  limply  lioni  its 
weight;  but  in  procefs  ot  time,  and  with  many  pa- 
tients very  early,  theie  flrft  fyrnptoms  gi'c  place 
to  the  fame  changes  as  mark  its  progrefs  in  other 
parts.  With  an  increafe  of  fwelling,  and  incom- 
preflible  hardnefs,  its  furface  becomes  gradually 
more  ragged,  craggy,  and  unequal,  feeling  fore 
upon,  or  loon  after  being  handled.  Severe  pains  are 
felt  alfo  through  its  fubftance,  Hiooting  up  to 
the  groin,  and  from  the  back,  darting  as  it  were, 
in  lharp  flings,  in  confequence  of  its  weight, 
Matter  at  laft  forms  in  different  parts  ot  the  l wel- 
ling, and  an  extravafation  of  fluid,  alio,  frequent- 
ly takes  place  betwixt  it  and  the  teguments* 
forming  a mixture  of  difeafe,  (or  Hydrojarcocele.) 
When  matter  forms,  the  fpermatic  cord,  becomes 
more  or  lefs  affedted  ; in  fomc  other  cafes  how- 
ever, it  takes  place  previous  to  this  period  n 
certain  rare  inftances  alfo,  the  fpermatic  cord  has 
been  known  firft  afTedted ; but  this  is  not  the  gene- 
ral progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  At  any  rate,  from  the 
time  matter  forms,  it  gradually  enlarges  and  be- 


defirc  to  circumfcribe,  as  much  as  poffible,  lhe  extei  ° 
formidable  difeafe.  In  all  cafes,  therefore,  .here  theaft* 
tion  is  ftationary,  and  fhews  the  appearances  he  defer 
his  practice  is  certainly  defervmg  ot  a fair  trial. 
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comes  painful,  often  to  fuch  a degree,  as  not  to 
bear  the  (lighted  touch,  and  alVumes  the  fame 
unequal  feel  with  the  tefticle  itfelf.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  changes,  in  the  appearance  of 
the  fwelling,  difcolou  ration  of  the  teguments  en~ 
fues,  and,  at  lad,  giving  way,  the  ulcerous  (late 
appears  here,  with  the  fame  charaderillic  fymp- 
toms,  as  in  other  parts,  viz.  a foul  foetid  fore, 
with  hardened  edges,  and  frequently  thruding 
out  from  the  fubdance  of  the  tedicles,  a painful 
gleeting  fungus,  fubjetd  to  hemorrhage.  From 
the  dependent  fituation  of  the  part,  the  fwelling 
here  is  commonly  greater  than  in  any  other 
cafe  of  the  difeaie,  and  lefs  cadly  reduced  when 
the  ulcerous  date  enfues : Indeed,  it  is  generally 
more  enlarged  by  this  tircumdance  taking  place. 
The  difeharge  is  alfo,  for  the  fame  reafon,  more 
copious,  and  the  conditution  and  health  of  the 
patient,  in  confequence  fooner  dedroyed  *. 

Sect. 


* A very  peculiar  fpccits  of  Sarcocele,  (or  Cancerous 
Tcflicle),  is  deferibed  in  the  Irani  a ft  ions  of  the  Royal  Society, 
being  a communication  by  Sir  Jofcph  Banks.  This  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe,  is  peculiar  to  a certain  nation,  named  the 
Bambara  nation  in  Africa,  lying  to  the  eafl  of  Senegal,  and 
more  common  among  the  chiefs,  than  the  lower  ranks.  It 
begins  with  a gradual  fwelling  of  the  tcfticlcs,  without 
pain  ot  inflammation.  This  increaie  is  generally  flow,  but 
arrives  to  an  enormous  fize  at  laft  ; fo  that,  in  the  cafe  feen 
by  the  writer  of  the  communication,  it  would  have  meafur- 
ed  from  the  ot  ptd>'n  to  the  under  part  of  the  fertum , at 
lead,  two  feet  and  a half  long,  and  its  diameter,  acrofs  from 
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Sect.  8. 

6.  Penis. 


THOUGH  a wart,  or  tubercle,  on  feme  part 
of  the  penis,  is  molt  frequently  the  firft 
fymptom  of  Cancer ; yet  fpreading  lores  ol  that 
part,  which  fucceed  a venereal  affection,  or  the 
imprudent  ufe  of  Mercury , are  to  be  coniidered 
alfo,  as  we  lhall  afterwards  obferve,  as  of  this  clals, 
ftnee  they  often  require  exeifion  of  the  part. 

In  the  firjl  form,  or  that  of  wart,  the  difeafe 
often  remains  long  in  a quiefeent  date  ; but  when 
either  irritation  is  applied,  or  inflammation  induced 
in  it,  it  then  becomes  painful,  acquires  an  increaf- 
ing  magnitude,  and  ends,  at  lull,  in  ulceration. 


thigh  to  thigh,  not  left  than  eighteen  inches.  Being  a fol.d 
roaft,  it  could  not  weigh  left  than  fifty  pounds.  The  pa- 
tient had  been  under  it,  no  left  than  twenty  five  years.  It 
begin  commonly  about  the  age  of  twenty-five  or  thirty, 
and  though  probably  conneSed  with  a hereditary  difpofition  > 
yet  the  immoderate  ufe  of  Cayenne  Pepper,  which  produces  a 
powerful  irritation  of  thefe  parts,  maV  hafterf  its  exceUive 
increafe.  Even  in  the  Well  Indies,  and  other  warm  cli- 
mates, the  teguments  of  the  Scrotum,  are  apt  to  be  affected 
vith  a uniform  firm  fwelling,  without  any  decolouration, 
which  in  its  progref  , communicates  to  the  telhdes  ; and 
this  is,  perhaps  of  the  fame  fpccies  with  the  former,  though 
never  gaining  iueh  ah  enormous  flue,  it  is  alio  mttua  > e. 
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with  the  fame  appearance  of  foetid  difcharge  as 
attends  Cancers  in  other  lituations.  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  its  corrofion,  it  penetrates  into  the  ure- 
thra, and  produces  fiftulous  openings,  which,  from 
the  irritation  of  the  urine,  aggravate  the  difeafe. 
If  allowed  to  proceed,  it  fpreads,  in  time,  to  the 
groin,  affecting  rhe  lymphatic  glands,  and  from 
thence  to  thofe  of  the  abdomen.  The  original  of 
this  difeafe,  in  the  form  of  wart,  is  diftinguilhed 
by  its  broad  bafe,  exceeding  that  of  it>  fuperlicies  ; 
and  by  the  deep  hold  its  root  feems  to  take  of  rhe 
part  within,  being  let's  an  excrefcence  from  it, 
than  a real  continuation  of  its  fubftance. 

When  appearing  here,  full  as  an  ulcerous  fore, 
the  progrefs  of  Cancer  is  more  rapid  The  whole 
fubftance  of  the  penis,  becomes  foon  altered  to  a 
difealed  ftate.  The  teguments,  over  all,  acquire  a 
dark  red  hue,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  member  be- 
comes morbidly  hard  a*id  folid,  fo  as  to  be  inelaftic. 
The  fore  has  a doughy  appearance,  is  furrounded 
with  livid  unequal  edges,  liable  to  bleed,  and  is 
exquilitely  painful.  As  it  fpreads  rapidly,  inter- 
nally, the  whole  projecting  part  of  the  penis 
comes  to  be  deftroyed  by  its  ravages ; after  which, 
carrying  its  progrefs  to  the  abdomen,  it  proves 
fatal. 
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Sect.  9. 


7,  Projlate  Gland. 


S well  as  the  tefticles  and  penis,  the  proftatc 


gland  is  occafionally  the  fubjed  of  fchirrus j 
and  it  becomes  enlarged,  from  this  caufe,  beyond 
its  natural  walnut  fize,  fometimes  to  that  of  the  lift. 
It  is  entirely  a difcnfe  of  advanced  life,  and  as  the 
part  which  forms  the  feat  of  it,  lies  deep,  it  is  often 
miftaken  for  ftone  of  the  bladder.  The  differ- 
ence can  only  be  known  by  examination  per 
anum,  as  recommended  by  Mr  Hunter.  1 he  eft- 
fed:  of  the  enlargement  of  the  proftate,  is  its  ob- 
ftruding  the  fides  of  the  urinary  canal ; its  ading 
like  a valve  to  the  mouth  ol  the  urethra,  (or  paf- 
fagei),  and  its  projeding  alfo  into  the  bladder,  of- 
ten fome  inches,  fo  as  to  form  an  irritation  to  that 
organ.  The  principal  fymptom  that  denotes  this 
affedion,  is  ftrangury,  and  next,  the  difficulty  of 
puffing  an  inftrument,  or  bougie , to  relieve  it.  If 
the  obftrudion  is  felt  more  particularly  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  there  can  be  little  doubt  it 
arifes  from  this  caufe. 

This  difeale  often  occafions  fiftulous  openings, 
to  be  formed  for  the  difeharge  of  the  urine,  in 
confluence  of  the  ftrong  adion  of  the  bladder, 
to  relieve  the  obftrudion ; and  by  this  means  a 
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communication  has  been  known  to  be  opened 
betwixt  the  projlatc  and  rcclum. 


UCH  are  the  moft  frequent  feats  of  Cancer 


which  we  have  now  dcfcribed ; but  there 
are  alfo  feveral  internal  parts,  more  particularly 
the  ftoinach  and  liver,  that  become  occafionally 
fubjecled  to  this  malady.  Its  ly mptoms,  how- 
ever, when  internal,  are  fomewhat  obl’cure,  and 
its  progrefs  generally  too  far  advanced  for  relief, 
before  being  detected  ; we  fhull  here  give  fomc 
hiftory  of  thefe  forms  of  the  malady,  chiefly  to 
point  out  their  fimilarity  with  the  appearance  of 
the  difeafe  in  other  lituations. 


This  affection  is  more  common  in  the  male 
than  in  the  female ; one  great  caufe  of  it  being 
intemperance,  efpeciaily  in  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpi- 
rits.  In  both'  fexes  it  is  a difeafe  of  advanced 
life,  and  varies  in  different  cafes,  both  in  its  feat 
and  extent.  Sometimes  it  affects  the  whole  of 
the  organ  ; but,  more, frequently  it  is  confined  to 
oue  part,  the  pylorus , in  -coniequence  of  its  glan- 
dular itructure  iavouring  more  ltrongly  the  action 
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of  the  morbid  caufe.  It  is  marked,  at  firft,  with 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  Dyspepfta,  (or  ftomach 
complaints) ; but  the  ficknefs  and  vomiting  be- 
come, in  time,  much  more  conftant  and  fevere, 
every  thing  whatever  being  rejected,  as  foon  as 
taken.  The  pain  alfo  becomes  more  character- 
iftic,  confuting  of  fharp  lancilating  throbs,  or  of  a 
pricking,  darting  nature  ; or  elfe  of  a lenfe  of 
burning  heat.  Blood  is  fometimcs  thrown  up, 
and  often  an  acrid  matter  of  a very  offen- 
five  fmell.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  it  can  be 
felt  by  external  examination  ; and  diftenfion  of 
the  abdomen,  towards  its  termination,  enfues. 
The  pulfe  here  is  fmall  and  frequent,  and  the 
he&ic  is  marked  by  ftrong  rigors,  itronger  than  in 
molt  other  cafes  *. 

9.  Liver , ( Hepar .) 

The  Liver  is  (till  more  Tubjeft  than  the  former 
organ  to  this  difeafe  : It  arifes  frequently,  as  it 
were,  fpontaneoufly  ; and  from  middle  age  to  ad- 
vanced life,  is  the  period  of  its  attack.  Hard 
drinkers  are  its  more  ufual  victims,  and  men 
oftener  than  women.  The  fymptoms  of  this 
affection  are  often  ftrongly  marked  in  the  coun- 

* A remarkable  cafe  of  Cancer  In  the  ftomach,  is  men- 
tioned by  Dr  Stark  where  the  patient  during  life,  neither 
felt  ficknefs,  nor  was  troubled  with  retchings.  1 his  cir- 
cumltante  he  attributes  to  the  weaknels  oi  the  organ,  being 
incapable  of  any  exertion. 
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tenance,  but  at  other  times  they  are  more  ob- 
feure  ; or  it  is  entirely  roiftaken  for  Dyj peptic,  (or 
ftoraach  complaints),  till  its  laft  ftage.  The  pa- 
tient feels  flight  pain,  generally  tranlient,  in 
the  right  hypoebondrium  extending  to  the  clavicle, 
(or  top  of  the  flioulder),  and  this  pain  he  refers 
improperly  to  the  region  of  the  ftomach  : It  is 
fomewhat  alleviated  by  eructation,  which  confirms 
him  in  his  belief : But  as  the  difeafe  advances, 
(and  it  is  generally  of  fomc  years  continuance),  the 
occurrence  of  fever,  towards  evening,  fliews  it  dif- 
ferent from  dyfpeptic , (or  ltomach  complaints.) 
This  fever  is,  at  firfl,  fomewhat  obfeure : Tiie 
heat  of  the  body  is  mere  a fed,  but  the  pulfe  is 
little  affected.  There  prevail  alternate  heats  and 
colds:  The  breathing  is  fomewhat  impeded  on 
motion.  The  pitient  lies  with  dillkuity  on  the 
left  fide,  and  feels  a fenfe  of  weight  and  pain 
from  pielfure,  on  the  right,  under  the  folic  ribs. 
Great  uneali net's  of  llomach  feems  to  take  place, 
attended  with  o bit  mate  coflivenefs.  A gradual 
diminution  of  flrengtn,  and  emaciation,  enfue  ; 
and,  with  thefe  fymptoms,  there  is  remarked  a 
pale  fallow’  complexion,  and  dull  white  colour,  or 
yeiiow  tinge  of  the  eye.  Thus,  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds, and  it  generally  terminates  in  an  attack 
of  jaundice  and  dropfy;  but,  in  tome  cafes,  the 
enlargement,  or  morbid  llatc  of  the  liver,  is  con- 
ipicuous  before  this  period. 

This  affection  is  not  always  fatal,  and  many  have 
recovered  from  it,  even  in  calcs  ol  long  Handing. 

PART 
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PART  II. 

Peculiarities  of  Cancer. 


Sect,  i . Species  of  Cancer. 

JJAVING,  in  the  preceding  part,  examined 
the  general  appearances  and  moil  frequent 
feats  of  Cancer,  and  found  it  difplay  itfelf  always 
under  one  of  four  forms,  viz.  either  as  a morbid 
induration,  a flefliy  excrefcence,  a wart,  or  an 
ulcer,  we  fhall  next  offer  a divifbn  of  the  difeafe, 
with  a pra&ical  view ; and  fuch  as  we  conceive 
to  be  fantflioned  by  experience  in  its  treatment. 

Many  divifions  have  been / formed  by  authors, 
and  they  have  proceeded  on  different  principles, 
either  with  a view  to  point  out  its  nature,  as  sjlt 
into  the  univerfal  and  local ; 2 dly,  the  dif- 
ference, in  its  external  appearance  ; or,  lajlly, 
they  have  grounded  their  difti nations  on  mere 
theoretical  ideas,  founded  on  fanciful  hypothefes, 
and  involving  no  real  pradlical  utility.  Thefe 
are  too  numerous  to  deferve  any  quotation. 

The  different  forms  of  the  difeafe,  we  conceive, 
may  be  all  arranged  into  three  ipecies,  which 
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•may  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  the  Predif- 
poied  Cancer,  the  Accidental,  and  the  Cancerous 
Ulcer ; the  lad  being  a dilli notion  drd  taken 
notice  of,  with  much  propriety,  by  Mr  Peryhle. 

By  the  firjl  fpecies,  we  underftand  every  ichir- 
xous  fu  elling,  which  arifes,  at  firft,  without  any 
evident  or  external  caufe ; and  which,  thougli 
removed,  difplays  Bill  tii  * fame  difpoiition  in  the 
part,  and  afterwards  in  the  fyftem  at  large. 

By  the  feccnd,  we  mean  every  fuelling  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  which,  brought  on  by  accident,  or 
other  external  circumftanccs,  thews,  on  its  remo- 
val, no  tendency  to  return  ; and  the  patient  con- 
tinues unaffected  by  any  other  form  of  the  dik-afe, 
or  by  any  luccceding  appearance  of  it  in  the 
fame  place. 

Under  the  lajl,  is  comprehended  every  appear- 
ance of  fore,  which,  not  beginning  originally  as  a 
Cancer,  afiumes,  in  the  end,  this  difpoiition,  and 
arifes  as  a confequence  of  other  difeafes.  Not 
till  its  lad  ltage,  therefore,  when  acquiring  the 
Phkgademc  chara&er,  is  it  properly  referable  to 
thisclats. 

The  hill  fpecies  is  by  far  the  mod  frequent 
form  ot  the  dileafe.  Out  ot  ten  Cancerous  cafes, 
nine  we  may  let  down  as  ot  this  defeription,  w hich 
both  accounts  for  the  incurable  nature  of  the 
malady,  and  lor  the  finall  fuccefs  which  is  to  be 
expedit'd  from  extirpation.  It  is  this  predifpof- 
tiou  then,  which  we  conlider  as  demanding  tUc 
chief  attention  cf  practitioner^  without  which, 

IT 
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every  attempt  at  a cure  will  prove  ineffectual. 
Even  all  the  other  fpecies  of  the  difeafc,  termi- 
nate in  this,  as  is  evident  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
body  coming  then  to  be  attacked,  and  from  the 
general  deranged  Hate  which  the  whole  fyltem 
difplays.  It  has  been  remarked  by  fome  authors, 
that  the  predifpofttion  to  this  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  ftrongeft  in  thofe  of  a remarkably  healthy 
conftitution,  but  who  have,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
irritable  nervous  fyftem  ; that  its  prefence  is  par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed  by  a fhining  yellow  red 
colour  of  countenance ; and  that  while  all  the 
reft  of  the  fyftem  is  tremblingly  alive,  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  ftomach  and  bowels  appear  to 
poflefs  a torpor,  which  may  be  conlidered  as  cha- 
ra&eriftic  of  a tendency  to  the  difeale.  From 
experience,  we  are  convinced  that  this  obferva- 
tion  is  wrell  founded  *. 

Of  the  fecond  fpecies,  or  Accidental  Cancer, 
there  is  little  doubt  but  many  cafes  occur ; but 
it  requires  much  judgment  and  obfervation  of  the 
difeafe,  to  decide,  whether  they  are  really  of  this 
nature.  The  comparative  number,  we  are  afraid, 
is  not  equal  to  what  piactitioneis,  from  their 

prejudice  in  favour  of  extirpation,  would  lead  us 

* A remarkable  cafe  of  Univerfal  Cancer  is  to  be  found 
in  the  1 ith  volume  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  by  Dr 
Kentifh,  where  every  part  of  the  fyftem  feemcd  to  have 
taken  on  a manifeft  Cancerous  difpofttion.  Many  other 
cafes  of  the  fame  kind  are  to  be  found  in  different  periodi- 
cal works. 
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to  believe.  Mod  patients  alfo,  by  their  own  hif- 
torv  of  their  cafes,  would  wilh  to  refer  every 
form  of  the  difeafe  to  this  fpecies  ; and  the  idea 
of  a taint  in  their  habit,  or  a malady  of  a heredi- 
tary nature,  they  are  reluctant  to  perfuade  them- 
felves  of,  as  a fort  of  reflection  on  themfelves  or 
their  families.  It  is  this  lit e wife  that  oiten  mil- 
leads  a practitioner,  and  induces  him  to  yield,  at 
times,  to  the  prejudices  of  his  patient,  againlt  his 
own  better  judgment. 

To  this  divifion  belongs  the  Bay  Sore,  fo  fre- 
quent, as  to  be  almolt  endemic  at  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  and  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  poifon 
of  a fly,  as  related  by  Dr  Mofeley. 

Of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  or  third  fpccies,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  flnee  it  arifes,  for  the  molt  part, 
as  a confequence  of  other  difeales  ; often  the  too 
free  ufe  of  debilitating  medicines  in  particular 
conftitutions,  and  it  is  always  conne&cd  with  a 
Hate  of  the  fyftem  at  large.  Thus,  it  frequently 
fucceeds  the  action  of  the  venereal  poifon,  or  its 
antidote,  forming  Cancerous  Bubo,  Chancre,  &c. 

A remarkable  fpecies  of  it  is  know  n in  the 
Weft  Indies,  under  the  name  of  the  Crab  laui. 
Its  external  marks,  as  in  other  cafes  of  Ulcerated 
Cancer,  are  its  irregular  figure,  and  unequal  fur- 
face  ; the  acrid  foetid  fordid  fanies  of  the  dif- 
charge  ; the  callous  lips  of  the  fore,  thick,  indurat- 
ed and  painful ; and  the  fungous  excrefcence 
from  its  fubftance.  It  is  in  this  fpecies  of  the 
difeafe,  that  cures  of  Cancer  have  chiefly  fucceed- 
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eel.  Hence  Tome  pra&itioners,  as  Profeflor  Rich-' 
ter  of  Gottingen,  carrying  their  ideas  of  the  in- 
curable nature  of  Cancej  too  far,  have  alledged 
that  there  are  no  certain  diagnoftics  of  it ; that 
fuch  cures  have  arifen  from  pra&itioners  rather 
mi  flaking  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ; for  that  the 
term  Cancer  itfelf,  like  that  of  malignant  fever,  is 
often  made  ufc  of  as  a veil  to  ignorance,  when 
the  phyfician  is  unacquainted  with  the  method 
of  cure.  In  this  way  he  alledges  the  Cancerous 
and  Carious  Ulcer  are  often  miftaken  tor  each 
other.  But,  in  fpite  of  this  opinion,  we  may  juft- 
ly  contend,  that  wherever  the  above  diagnoltics 
are  prefent  in  any  cafe  of  fore,  and  where  it  re- 
fills the  ufual  remedies  to  which  other  fores  yield, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  origin,  whether 
venereal,  fcorbutic,  &-c.  it  then  properly  be- 
longs to  this  clafs  of  difeafe,  and  poffdles  a real 
Cancerous  tendency.  This  fcepticifm  on  the 
diagnoftic  fymptoms  of  Cancer,  is  caiiied  ftill  bli- 
ther, in  a publication  on  the  fubject,  which  we 
have  already  made  feveral  obfervations  on,  by 
Mr  Pearfon,  furgeon  in  London  : Oi  all  the  cliu- 
raderiftic  fymptoms  of  the  dileale,  he  does  not 
allow  one  as  unexceptionable,  from  fuch  publi- 
cations, one  advantage,  we  hope,  will  refult,  that 
if  they  detract  from  our  knowledge  of  the  hilto- 
ry  of  the  difeafe,  they  will,  in  the  fame  degree, 
renders  us  cautious  of  proceeding  to  excilion, 

while  uncertain  of  its  true  nature,  and,  in  many 
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cafes,  prolong  the  life  of  a patient,  facrificed  to 
the  keenefs  of  the  operator. 


Sect.  2.  Of  the  Feelings  from  Cancer. 


nr  HE  feelings  from  this  difeafc  are,  at  times, 
very  various.  They  conlitl,  as  we  former- 
ly obferved,  of  fliarp  lancilating  pains  darting 
through  the  difeafed  part ; of  a fenfe  of  burning 
heat ; or  of  a fort  of  (hooting  and  pricking,  re- 
fembling  the  thruft  of  needles.  The  firft  of  thefe 
pains  prevails  chiefly  in  thofe  cafes  where  the 
difeafe  affeds  the  more  internal  ftrudure  of  the 
part ; and  alfo  in  the  cafes  of  internal  Cancer,  or 
of  the  vifeera.  It  is  often  merely  temporary  and 
will  remain  abfent  for  the  fpace  of  weeks,  and 
again  return  without  any  apparent  caufe.  It 
fometimes  gives  place  to  a dull  heavy  pain,  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  often  marks  tlie  diieaie 
having  fpread  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and 
the  vellels  having  given  way,  by  which  the  im- 
padion  is  taken  off.  Thefe  lancilating  pains  rife 
to  the  mod  exquilite  height  in  Cancer  of  the  fto- 
rnach  and  womb.  The  mii'erable  victim  is  tortured 
with  them  day  and  night,  extending  in  every  di- 
redion,  and  receives  no  cafe,  but  from  the  mod 
incredible  quantites  of  Opium , which,  at  times, 
even  fails  to  give  relief. 
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The  fecond  kind  of  pain  taken  notice  of,  is 
more  common  in  the  ulcerated  date  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  attended  often  with  a fmarting  forenefs, 
always  mod  painful  in  the  night  time,  and  thefe 
uneafy  feelings,  from  this  malady,  arife  fometimes 
to  that  height,  as  to  throw  the  patient  into  fail- 
ings and  convulfions,  from  which  he  awakes  to 
experience  the  fame  renewed  fcene  of  torture. 

Another  feeling,  which  often  arifes  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  efpecially  when  the  acutenefs  of  pain  is  lul- 
led by  Opiates , is  cxcedive  itchinefs,  not  lefs 
tormenting  than  real  pain  : It  proceeds  to  that 
degree,  as  to  deprive  the  patient  entirely  of  deep  ; 
and  indeed,  in  the  lajl  dage  of  the  malady,  deep 
is  a comfort  with  which  the  unhappy  fufferer  is 
feldom  bled. 

From  the  acutenefs  of  the  pain,  the  virulence 
of  the  enfuing  Cancer,  it  has  been  fuppofed,  may 
be  known  ; but  in  no  difeale  are  the  changes  of 
feeling,  or  tranfitions  fo  quick  as  in  Cancer. 
From  the  mod  extreme  pain  and  agony,  the  pa- 
tient will  often  receive  an  almod  inftantaneous 
intermidion,  without  any  apparent  caufe  to  ac- 
count for  it.  The  dime  may  be  obferved  in  the 
he&ic  which  attends.  From  the  mod  violent 
paroxyfm,  the  patient  will  be  fuddenly  relieved, 
and  an  almod  entire  Apyrexia , (or  freedom  from 
fever),  often  prevail  in  the  courfe  of  a few  mi- 
nutes ; and  thefe  intermidions  are  not  a little  de- 
ceitful to  the  attendants,  who  are  led,  from  them, 

to 
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to  chcrifti  hopes  of  amendment,  and  are  alfo  very 
unaccountable  to  the  practitioner. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Prog  refs  of  Cancer. 

T^ROM  confidering  the  progrefs  of  Cancer  iu 
different  cafes,  one  would  hardly  believ'e 
them  to  be  the  fame  affcdions.  In  fome  the  dif- 
eafe  advances  fo  rapidly,  that  it  finilhes  its  career 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  months,  with  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  tnoft  violent  inflammation  and  acute 
fever.  In  others,  again,  its  progrefs  is  fo  flow, 
as  to  require  a number  of  years  to  pafs  through 
its  different  ftages.  No  fymptom  of  fever  attends, 
except  for  a day  or  two,  previous  to  the  burfting 
of  a gland,  and  the  whole  of  the  acute  fymptoms 
immediately  depart,  op  this  proccfs  being  finiflied. 
In  thefe  Chronic  cafes,  the  difeafe  is  generally 
completely  peaceable  during  fummer,  and  the 
chief  attacks  of  it  are  confined  to  the  winter 
months.  It  is  perhaps,  in  the  firfl  fpecies,  that  the 
remedies  of  the  Narcotic  tribe  have  been  found 
often  fuccefsful,  if  not  in  curing  the  difeafe,  at 
leall  in  fufpending  the  morbid  adion ; and  the 
Saline  and  Mineral  clafs , if  ever  ufeful,  feems 
chiefly  fuited  to  the  latter.  The  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  alfo,  is  much  influenced  by  the  part  of 
l lie  body  it  attacks.  On  the  external  furface  of 
the  lips,  face,  or  nofe,  it  feems  much  circumfcrib- 
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cd,  and  continues  long  flationary.  In  the  inter- 
nal parts,  efpecially  where  the  circulation  to  them 
is  Chong,  the  progrefs  is  generally  rapid. 


Sect.  4.  Of  the  Dijfeftions  of  Cancer. 

TV /TUCH  has  been  learned  by  the  inveftigation 
of  the  feats  and  caufes  of  dilcafe  by  diflec- 
tion  ; but,  in  Cancer,  little  can  be  drawn  from 
this  foarce,  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the  ma- 
lady. 

In  every  diffection  ot  a Cancerous  tumor  we 
find, 

1.  A hard  indurated  mafs,  often  arriving  at  a 
cartilaginous  confidence,  and  interfered,  more  or 
lefs,  by  membranous  fepta,  running  through  it, 
which  are  formed  by  the  caplules  ot  the  glands 
having  acquired  this  ftate  ; and  Ciuce,  in  other 
places,  attacked  with  Cancer,  where  no  fuch 
glandular  ftruclure  prevails,  fomewhat  of  a fimi- 
la.r  hardnefs  is  confpicuous,  there  can  be  no  douot 
but  that  this  Hate,  characteriilic  of  the  diieafe,  is 
originally  induced  in  part  by  the  coagulablc  lymph, 
deprived  of  its  thinner  parts  by  abforption,  and 
thickened  by  inflammation.  I nus,  i»li  Gooch 
obferves,  that  in  cutting  out  fehirrous  tumors,  he 
has  found  their  interior  fubftance,  like  a hard  un- 
ripe apple,  thin  flices  of  which  being  boiled  in 
water,  had  a homy  appearance  when  cold  and 
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dry,  and  the  water  they  were  boiled  in  became 
glutinous. 

2.  Befidcs  this  hard  part,  fmall  cj/lt,  or  cells, 
are  likewife  found  occaiionally,  containing  either 
a yellow  gelatinous  matter,  a famous  fluid,  or  a 
curdled  matter  tinged  with  blood.  In  lome 
cafes  thefe  cyfts  are  very  large,  and,  on  opening 
them,  they  are  furrounded  with  a dileaied  pulpy 
mafs.  Such  cyfts  are  certainly  formed  by  a num- 
ber of  the  indurated  glands  melting  down  into 
this  matter. 

3.  On  attempting  toexarnine  farther  the  ftrudure 
of  thefe  difeafed  parts,  we  find  a confufed  jumble 
prevail,  with  a real  obliteration  of  veftels,  and  the 
channels  of  circulation  through  the  part  deftroy- 
ed.  The  veftels  that  remain  arc  confiderably 
enlarged,  and  impacted  with  a thick  black  gru- 
inous  blood,  fo  that,  if  capable  of  iecrcting,  it  muft, 
in  this  altered  and  vitiated  ftate,  be  a fluid  of  an 
unufual  or  morbid  nature. 

The  obliteration  of  veftels  in  fchirrus,  has  been 
often  lhewn  by  the  injections  of  different  ana- 
tomifts. 

4.  But  befldes  the  real  indurated  part  which  forms 
the  difeafe,  there  appears,  in  every  cafe  of  Cancer 
when  it  arrives  at.  the  ulcerated  ftate,  a growth  of 
fungus,  various  in  its  appearance,  often  of  fo  con- 
fiderable  lize,  as  to  have  been  marked  by  fome 
authors  for  a diftind  lpecies  of  the  difeale.  This 
may  be  confldered  as  an  accidental  part ; but,  at 
the  fame  time,  fuch  as  denotes  the  ftrength  of  the 
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Cancerous  difpofition.  This  fungus  rifes  irregu- 
larly, preferves  a clean  healthy  appearance  for  a 
certain  time,  and  gains  alfo  a certain  height,  after 
which  it  becomes  white  at  top,  gangrene  takes 
place,  and  it  ends  in  a hollow,  or  inequality,  while 
the  neighbouring  parts  aiTiime  the  fame  appear- 
ance, and  fall  down  in  the  fame  way. 

5.  To  thefe  conftant  appearances  in  every  Can- 
cerous mafs,  may  be  added,  lq/I/y,  that  of  long  fmall 
white  filaments,  which  feem  to  form  a connedion 
between  the  tumor  and  the  adjacent  parts,  and 
have  been  termed  by  the  earlier  writers,  the  roots 
of  the  Cancer ; being  evidently  lymphatic  veflels, 
whofe  fides  have  been  obliterated,  by  taking  011 
the  morbid  difpofition. 

The  above  particulars,  obferved  in  the  diflec- 
tion of  Cancers  in  general,  will  be  farther  illuf- 
trated  by  detailing  that  of  the  womb  and  tefticle, 
as  peculiar  glandular  organs ; and  afterwards  of 
the  ltomach  and  liver. 


1.  Womb,  (Uterus.) 

Dissections  of  fchirrous  wombs  fliew  an  in- 
creafe  of  bulk.  Their  lubftance,  when  cut  into, 
con  lifts  of  a whitifh  firm  matter,  interfered,  as 
elfe where,  with  ftrong  membranous  fepta.  The 
internal  furface  of  the  womb,  difeovers  ulceration 
indifferent  parts,  from  which  long  ragged  proceffes 
are  fent  out.  This  ulceration  is  different  in  its 
proarefs  and  extent,  and  is  occalionaliy  commu- 
nicated 
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nicatcd  to  the  different  parts  conneded  with  the 
womb.  The  organ  is  frequently  found,  in  great 
part,  difiblvcd  into  this  ulcerated  mafs,  with  irre- 
gular growth,  except  part  ot  the  fundus ; for  the 
tervix,  (or  neck),  fullers  moft  in  this  difeafe. 
There  is  feklom  ulceration  where  tubercles  only 
exiil,  but  they  are  found  of  various  lize  and 
lhapc. 


2.  Testicle,  (Testis.) 

Dissections  of  the  tdlicle  in  this  difeafe,  fhew, 
like  the  former  organ,  an  increafe  of  lize,  often 
very  confiderable  ; a lot's  of  the  natural  ftmc- 
ture,  converted  into  a hard  mafs  of  a brownifh 
colour;  which  is  more  or  lefs  interfered  by  mem- 
brane, and  has  often  cells  formed  in  it,  con- 
taining a famous  fluid.  When  farther  advanced, 
external  ulceration  appears,  aiTuming  either  the 
form  of  a foul  deep  ulcer,  or  throwing  out  an  ir- 
regular gleety  fungus. 

3.  Stomach,  (Gastritis.) 

The  appearances  exhibited  by  the  flomach, 
when  expofed  by  dufection  in  this  difeafe,  are  an 
increafed  thicknels  and  hardnefs  of  its  Jubilance  ; 
fometimes  retaining  (till,  when  cut  into,  the  na- 
tural appearance,  at  other  times,  very  much 
altered.  Thus,  its  outer  coat  is  found  hard  and 
griflly ; its  mufcular  part  interfeded  by  ftrong 
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and  frequent  membraneous  fepta,  and  its  inner 
coat  thick,  and  at  times,  tuberculated.  This 
difeafed  mafs  is  often  ulcerated  in  fome  part, 
or  has  palfed  into  the  Cancerous  date ; frequent- 
ly, inftead  of  ulceration,  a fungus  or  growth  is 
thrown  out. 

Where  the  difeafe,  again,  is  more  partial,  it 
flie vvs  itfelf  in  the  fame  manner,  as  a hard  mafs., 
of  a whitifh  or  brown ifh  colour  ; but,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  it,  there  appear  fwcllcd  lym- 
phatic glands.  At  times,  the  fchirrus  tumor  has 
been  known  to  confift  of  a tingle  enlarged  gland, 
with  a fmall  depreffion  near  the  middle  of  its  fur- 
face,  and  radiated  a little  in  its  ftru&ure.  In 
this  cafe  the  functions  of  the  ttomach  are  little  or 
no  way  affected. 

4.  Liver,  (Hepar.) 

The  whole  mafs  of  the  liver,  in  this  difeafe,  is 
generally  found  tuberculated,  and  the  tubercles 
are  placed  near  each  other.  They  are  of  a round- 
ed fhape,  of  various  fize,  from  that  of  a pin’s  head 
to  a hazel  nut.  The  organ,  in  this  date,  feels  hard 
to  the  touch  ; its  furface  appears  irregular,  and, 
not  uncommonly,  its  lower  edge  is  bent  a little 
forwards.  When  cut  into,  it  conlills  of  a brown- 
ifh,  or  yellowifh  white  folid  matter.  Nor  is  the 
fize  of  the  organ  increafed  in  this  difeafe ; the 
reverfe  takes  place,  along  with  a dimimfhed  dia- 
meter of  its  veflels ; thus  explaining  what  occurs 

in 
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in  the  (late  of  the  circulation  in  other  cafes  of 
fchirrus.  The  colour  of  the  organ  is  often,  here, 
yellow,  while  that  of  the  gall-bladder  is  white 
and  empty : The  ikin,  in  general,  is  jaundiced, 
and  there  is  alfo  water  in  the  abdomen. 

In  (lead  of  this  general  tuberculous  (late,  often 
large  white  mafles  are  formed  in  different  par^s  of 
the  organ,  particularly  rear  its  edges,  and  between 
them  the  portion  of  the  liver  retains  its  healthy 
(late ; but  this  appearance  is  not  io  frequent  as 
the  former. 


Sect.  5.  Of  the  General  State  of  the  Blood , 


T N the  real  Cancerous  predifpofition,  wherever 

-*•  the  fluids  are  fubjefted  to  experiment,  it  has 

been  found  by  authors,  that  the  Crqffumentum  is 

extremely  loofe,  and  that  a fuperabundant  fero- 

iity  prevails.  This  lerofity  is  alfo  impregnated 

with  a ftrong  faline  principle,  which  would  feem, 

wherever  dcpolited,  and  allowed  to  undergo  the 

changes  induced  by  inflammation,  to  aft  as  a foi- 

vent.  It  is  this  principle  we  are  to  confider,  as 

in  fome  meafure  the  bafis  of  that  deleterious  mat- 

• 

ter  which  is  afterwards  produced,  and  corrodes 
every  part  that  comes  within  its  aftiun.  This 
loofe  date  of  Craffamentum  is  confirmed  by  the 
great  tendency  to  hemorrhage  in  all  Cancerous 
cafes,  by  the  difficulty  ot  liemining  the  blood  which 

points 
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points  out  its  very  fluid  date ; and  dill  farther, 
by  the  fmall  quantity  of  coagulable  lymph  which 
appears  in  it,  when  allowed  to  flagnate. 

On  this  fubjeCt,  however,  of  the  general  date 
of  the  fluids,  a fufficient  number  of  accurate  ex- 
periments have  not,  as  yet,  been  made.  It  is 
clear  the  fault  is  not  often  in  the  folid  alone,  for 
we  find  the  difeafe  in  thofe  of  the  mod  tenfe  and 
vigorous  fibre.  On  this  point  we  hope  to  be  able, 
in  time,  to  offer  a mod  fatisfa&ory  train  of  ex- 
periments, which  will  ferve,  in  the  mod  complete 
manner  to  edablidi,  in  the  greater  number  of 
cafes,  the  conflitutional  nature  of  this  difeafe. 


Sect.  6.  Of  the  Difcharge  from  Cancer. 

S th'e  vitiated  difcharge  in  Cancer  is  a chief 


fymptom,  and  marked  in  its  advanced  date 
by  a peculiar  feetor,  more  offendve  than  that  from 
any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer,  it  is  proper  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  this  peculiarity,  and  chemidry 
has  been  galled  in  to  detect  it,  with  advantage. 

Dr  Adair  Crawford  is  the  principal  author 
who  has  had  the  merit  of  fubjeding  this  poifon  to 
accurate  experiment,  as  detailed  at  length  in  the 
tranfaCtions  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  from  thefe 
experiments  it  appears, 


i.  That 
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1.  That  the  prefence  of  a powerful  volatile 
alkali  is  detected  in  the  difcharge,  which  changes 
the  colour  of  vegetable  tinctures. 

2.  That  with  this  alkali , tltere  is  united  an 
aerial fluid,  polle fling  the  chief  properties  of  he- 
patic air.  And 

3.  That  by  the  combination  of  thefe  principles, 
a fort  of  HepatiJ'ed  Ammonia  is  formed,  on  which 
the  deleterious  nature  of  the  matter  depends  *. 

The  marks  of  this  matter,  or  real  Cancerous 
poifon,  are, 

1.  A peculiar  flrtor,  highly  offenflve. 

2.  The  JweUing  of  contiguous  lymphatic  glands. 

And 

3.  The  corrcflon  of  vcjfcls. 

By  the  adion  of  thefe  principles,  prefent  in 
the  matter  difeharged,  the  animal  fibre  is  reduced 
to  the  fame  Hate  as  takes  place  in  the  lajl  flage 
of  putrefaBion,  acquiring  fir  it  the  appearance  of  a 
white  forties,  and  then  melting  down  into  this  de- 
leterious fluid.  This  fluid  acts  upon  metals , and 
alio  decompofes  metallic  jalts ; and  hence  may 
be  explained  the  various  appearances  and  efleds 
it  difplays  under  different  healing  applications,  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  particularly  the  dark 
colour  communicated  to  preparations  of  lead. 
Such  has  been,  at  times,  its  power  of  corrofion, 
that  Van  Sweiten  has  feen  the  linen  applied  to 

* Dogs  arc  the  only  fpecics  of  brutes  fubjefl  to  Cancer, 
and  being  carnivorous,  thisammeniated  date  of  fluid  mull  pre- 
vail in  them,  and  is  perhaps  alio  a proof  of  the  nature  of  it. 

the 
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the  fore,  as  much  corroded  by  it  as  if  touched 
with  Aqua  fortis. 

On  the  matter  of  Cancer,  limilar  experiments' 
were  made  with  thofe  of  Dr  Crawford,  by  feveral 
of  the  French  writers ; but  they  proceeded  no 
farther,  than  limply  to  detect  in  it,  the  prefence 
of  a flrong  caujtic  alkali , which  they  chiefly  prov- 
ed by  its  effervefcence  with  acids.  Dr  Crawford 
has  the  merit  of  having  extended  his  experiments 
farther,  and  proved  that  the  extreme  fleeter  which 
attends  the  lalt  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  is  entirely 
owing  to  this  aerial  fluid , or  gas : That  it  is 
readily  diiengaged  by  acids,  particularly  the 
Oxygenated  Muriatic  (or  dephlogiflicated  marine ) 
acid , and  that  all  the  properties  by  which 
the  Cancerous  virus  differs  from  real  pus,  and 
efpecially  in  its  deleterious  effects,  are  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  this  fleptic  compound,  or  Hepatifed  ammo- 
nia, which  is  particularly  proved  by  its  corrofive 
nature,  and  its  irritation  of  contiguous  glands  ; 
effects  entirely  unconnected  with  the  adtion  of 
the  difeafed  folid. 

Proceeding  on  thefe  principles,  Dr  Crawfurd 
has  next  enquired  how  far  a medicine  that  would  ' 
decompofe  the  Ammonia,  would  not  alter  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeharge.  With  this  view  he  has 
tried  the  powers  of  different  acids  : Some  of  thefe, 
as  the  nitrous,  even  if  effectual,  mud  be  objected 
to,  as  requiring  concentration,  ifi  order  to  its 
adtion,  and,  therefore,  injuring  the  animal  fibre; 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  from  none  of  them 
has  he  found  any  tendency  to  a cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe : 
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cafe : His  hopes  were  chiefly  founded  on  the 
oxygenated  muriatic  acid , diluted  with  thrice  its 
weight  of  water,  which,  by  this  dilution,  gives 
little  pain  to  cafes  that  are  not  highly  irritable. 
In  fome  inltances  he  found  that  it  corrected  the  fee- 
tor  and  amended  thedifeharge ; but  its  good  eflfeds 
were  by  no  means  uniform,  for  it  failed  entirely  in 
many  others.  Its  operation,  therefore,  is  Hill  a mat- 
ter of  equal  uncertainty,  with  moil  other  appli- 
cations in  this  difeafe.  How  far  this  acid  is  to 
be  ventured  on  internally  is  doubtful  ; and  a Ho, 
if  ufed  internally,  whether  it  would  produce  any  - 
ftronger  efTed  than  that  of  any  other  fimple  acid. 
The  vegetable  acid  I have  frequently  applied  ex- 
ternally, and  found  it  remove  the  fa-tor ; but  the 
irritation  attending  its  ufe,  always  hurt  the  fore, 
and  occa honed  even  an  increafe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  a difpofition  of  the  poifon  to  be  more  quickly 
abforbed. 

When  it  is  confidered,  that  to  thefe  two  prin- 
ciples now  inveftigated,  the  poifon  of  Cancer  owes 
its  activity,  we  mull  naturally  infer,  that  pus , 
while  it  poffdfes  lefs  tendency  to  putrefaction 
than  any  other  animal  fluid,  mud,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  be  deprived  of  tbofc  principles  on 
which  putreladion  depends.  Thus,  on  examin- 
ing it,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home, 
it  (hews  no  figns  of  any  faline  nature ; there  is 
neither  acid  nor  alkali  prefent  in  it  when  poured 
out  ; and,  on  fubjeding  equal  quantities  of  blood , 
ferum,  and  pus , to  the  adion  of  heat,  it  is  the 
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lateft  of  undergoing  the  different  changes,  and 
turning  foetid.  From  tliefe  fads,  then,  the  con- 
clufion  to  be  drawn  is,  that  pus  is  a fluid  deflitute 
of  the  faline  or  ammoniated  principle,  and  that  to 
this  circumftance  it  owes  its  mildnefs.  Since, 
from  the  experiments  alfo  of  Sir  John  Pringle  and 
Mr  Gaber,  it  appears  that  pus  is  entirely  formed 
from  the  ferum  ; a farther  inference  may  be  made 
from  the  preceding  obfervations  on  the  Cancerous 
poifon,  viz.  tfcat  the  ferum , before  being  formed 
into  pus , muft:  differ  from  that  ferum  which  paffes 
into  the  matter  of  Cancer,  even  independent  oi 
the  different  Hate  of  the  veffels,  or  its  being  mix- 
ed with  any  extraneous  fluid,  as  blood,  &-c.  the 
charaderiftic  of  vitiated  pus.  II  this,  then,  which 
is  confonant  both  to  reafon  and  experiment,  be 
true,  a predifpofition  depending  on  the  Hate  of 
the  fluids  at  large,  as  well  as  an  impaired  ad  ion 
of  the  folid,  muft  give  rife  to  this  laft  difeafe.  In- 
deed we  can  hardly  fuppofe,  that  this  change  can 
depend  entirely  on  a Ample  adion  ol  the  folid, 
without  the  conjlituent  principles  ot  the  change 
being  originally  prefent  in  a high  degree.  In 
many  cafes  we  fee  Cancer  accompanied  with  an 
obvious  cachectic  Jlate ; and  where  the  marks  of 
this  ftate,  in  other  cafes,  are  not  fo  diftind,  ftill 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  fame  difpo- 
fttion  is  prefent,  though  more  obfcure,  and  necef- 
fary  to  the  produdion  of  the  difeafe.  In  every 
cafe  alfo,  this  cachectic  Jlate  infilled  on,  is  conlpi- 

cuous  before  the  fatal  termination  of  the  malady. 

To 
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To  explain  it  flill  farther,  we  may  obferve,  that 
in  health,  the  animal  fluids,  as  proved  by  expe- 
riment, are  found  to  contain  a certain  portion, 
both  of  acid  and  alkali , fufpended  in  their  com- 
pofition.  As  they  pafs  into  a Hate  of  difeafe,  the 
evolution  of  the  alkaline  principle  gradually  in- 
crcafes,  while  that  of  the  acid  diminilhes  in  the 
fame  proportion.  So  long,  however,  as  the  func- 
tions of  the  fyflem  remain  unimparcd,  this  alter- 
ation is  not  confpicuous  ; for  any  tendency  to  this 
fuperabundant  alkaline  ftate,  is  removed  by  the 
different  excretions,  but  more  particularly  by  that 
of  the  kidneys.  Hence,  the  urine,  in  health,  con- 
tains a peculiar  fait,  and  poflfelTes  alfo  a ftrong  al- 
kaline fmell ; and  hence  it  may  be  confidered  as 
the  chief  depurator  of  the  conftitution  ; but  when- 
ever the  powers  of  the  fyflem  become  impaired, 
and  the  vigour  of  folid  decays,  the  reparation  of 
this  alkaline  principle,  from  the  general  mafs.does 
not  take  place  as  before,  and  its  retention  proves 
a JbhcHt  to  the  general  mafs,  and  by  its  fuperabun- 
dance,  deftfoys  alfo  the  texture  of  folid,  fo  that  in 
this  way,  if  not  actually  inducing,  it  at  lead  lays 
the  foundation  for  various  furms  of  difeafe,  of  a 
cachcdic  nature. 

It  is  not  a little  furpriiing,  after  the  very  accu- 
rate experiments  of  Dr  Crawford,  which  we  have  al- 
ready inveftigated,  that  nothing  more  fliouldbe  de- 
tected, either  in  the  Cancerous  folid,  or  matter,  than 
what  may  be  obtained  by  the  chemical  examina- 
tion of  dead  animal  matter,  or  that  w hich  has  ac- 
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quired  a putrid  taint.  In  fpite  of  this,  the  pecu- 
liar feetor  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  gives  ftrong  rea- 
lon  to  fulpect,  that  there  is  a fomething  more  con- 
tained in  it,  which  cheroiflry  has  not  been  able  to 
dete<5f,  and  which  flies  ofl  before  the  matter  Hag- 
nates  on  the  fore.  In  the  fame  way,  pus,  when 


firfi:  poured  out  from  the  extremities  of  the  vef- 
fels,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home, 
is  very  different  from  pus  allowed  to  flagnate  on 
the  fore ; and  the  flight  power  of  antifeptics  to 
cure  this  difeafe,  further  confirms  it  ; fo  that  if  a 
defect  of  vital  air  occurs  in  any  difeafe,  according 
to  the  lateft  opinion  broached  on  the  fubjeft,  it  is 
in  Cancer,  and  this  idea  deferves  to  be  more  fully 
profecuted. 

It  has  been  alfo  doubted,  by  feme  eminent  fur- 
gcons  whether  the  matter  of  Cancer  is  really 
contagious,  that  is,  whether  it  can  produce  the 
fame  form  of  difeafe  in  another  perion,  or  pro- 
duce, Amply,  the  e {Teels  of  common  acrimony. 

On  this  point  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  conclu- 
fion.  Experiments  made  to  fettle  it  would  be 
regarded  as  cruel ; we  can  only,  therefore,  catch 
a few  random  fads  as  they  occur  in  authors. 
From  thefe  fads,  as  criticifed  at  large  by  Mr  Pear- 

foil,  nothing  fatisfadory  can  be  drawn.  Indeed, 

there  being  fo  few  in  number  in  favour  ot  the 
contagious  power,  while  fo  many  opportunities 
daily  occur  of  infedion  being  received,  especially 
in  the  promifeuous  intercourie  betwixt  the  fexes, 
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a ftrong  prefumption  is  afforded  againft  the  in- 
fcdious  quality  of  the  matter. 

To  this  argument  l can  add  much  confirma- 
tion from  my  own  experience,  for  I have  freely 
handled  fores  in  every  ltage  of  the  malady, 
without  the  lcafl  attention  to  cleanlinefs ; yet  no 
tendency  to  infedion  ever  appeared.  Pimples 
have  even  occafionally  arifen  on  thofe  parts  of 
my  hands  that  had  touched  the  fores  ; but  they 
difplayed  nothing  more  malignant  than  thofe 
which  a rife  from  limple  acrimony,  and  departed 
as  readily.  On  one  oecafion,  fuppuration  of  one 
of  my  fingers  took  place,  yet  no  fpecific  fymp- 
toms  attended  it,  different  from  common  inflam- 
mation. On  another,  along  with  fuppuration,  a 
fwelling  of  the  axillary  glands  likewise  occurred. 
So,  that  on  this  point,  lean  certainly  fpeak  with  a 
good  deal  of  decifion.  Nay,  by  accident,  1 was 
once  fo  unfortunate  as  to  talk  the  matter  from  a 
Cancerous  fore : It  poffefled  a peculiar  mackifh  taftc, 
but  no  bad  confequenccs  arofe  in  that  part  of  the 
tongue  which  had  received  it.  In  Hating  thefe 
fuds,  however,  1 would  by  no  means  advife,  that 
perfons  thould  rafldy  expofe  themfelves  to  the  ac- 
tion of  this  poifon.  Circumflances,  may  occur,  in 
fome  contlitutions,  to  give  it  an  adivity,  wliich, 
from  experience,  we  may  fay,  it  does  not  in  gene- 
ral poflefs. 

Thus  it  appears,  in  Cancer,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  has  a power  of  generating  a poifon,  deltruc- 
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tivc  only  of  itfelf*.  The  venereal  poifon  being 
introduced  Irom  without,  is  circumfcribed  in  its 
action  and  requires  alfo  a long  time  before  it  can 
draw  the  fluids  into  coni'ent,  as  the  folids  are  ge- 
nerally in  a healthy  ftate  ; but,  in  Cancer  and 
Scrophula,  from  the  exiting  predifpofition  in  the 
fluids,  the  poifon  may  be  confidered  as  fomewhat 
diftufed,  and  they  partake,  in  general,  of  the  ftate 
connected  with  that  in  the  difeafed  parts.  In- 
deed the  Cancerous  poifon  would  feem  to  exert  a 
peculiar  influence  in  the  fyftem,  greater  than  even 
appears  by  the  degree  of  Hedtic  prefent,  and  in  a 
manner  we  cannot  altogether  account  for. 


Sect.  7.  Of  the  Cancerous  Hectic. 

r | 'HOUGH  Cancer  is  attended,  like  every  other 
ulcerated  ftate,  with  the  formation  of  Hec- 
tic, it  differs,  in  fome  circumftances,  from  He&ic 
in  other  cafes.  Even  long  after  matter  is  formed, 
and  evidently  abforbed,  the  hedlic  does  not  ap- 
pear ; a ftrong  argument  againft  the  abforption  of 
matter  being  always  a caufe  of  it.  The  pulle 

* As  an  additional  confirmation  of  the  fadl  aflerted,  that 
the  poifon  of  Cancer  is  deftru&ive  only  of  the  coaftitution 
in  which  it  is  generated,  it  has  been  given  to  dogs  without 
any  fpecific  effe&s  being  produced,  though  this  animal,  we 
remarked  is,  at  times,  liable  to  the  dll'eafc.  This  experi- 
ment has  been  made  by  Febure. 
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here  is  almoft  always  finall  and  weak,  however 
quickened,  even  where  the  drength  of  the  fydem 
isotherwife  pretty  conliderable;  a proof  how  much 
the  poifon  of  this  difeafe  deprefles  the  vital  ener- 
gy, in  which  it  refembles,  in  a certain  degree,  fome 
of  the  effects  of  feurvy.  At  firft,  when  occurring, 
the  Hedic  is  irregular  ; towards  the  end.  how- 
ever, it  becomes  conftant  and  fevere,  and  the  pa- 
tient acquires  a fallow  leaden  appearance,  highly 
charaderiftic  of  the  difeafe.  The  fweating  dage 
alfo  is  not  very  condant,  till  towards  the  lad,  even 
though  the  hot  flage  is  acute,  and  long  ; and  it  is, 
perhaps,  on  this  account,  that  the  colliquation 
advances  fo  flowly ; for  unlefs  the  patient  is  cut 
off  by  hemorrhage,  he  lives  in  this  difeafe  to  the 
very  lad  extremity  of  emaciation  and  pam.  Con- 
fiderable  intermiflions  alfo,  as  was  formerly  re- 
marked, take  place  here,  efpecially  where  the  dif- 
eafe is  feated  on  fome  part  of  the  external  fur- 
face.  Towards  the  end,  in  mod  cafes,  the  irrita- 
bility of  rhe  tlomach,  which  is  not  ufualin  Hectic, 
is  increafed  to  a very  high  degree,  nothing,  at 
times,  being  retained  on  it. 

Where  cough  occurs  in  this  Hectic,  a matter  of 
a pretty  vifckl  nature  is  fpit  up,  poffeffing  much 
of  the  glutinous  principle  ; and  it  never  changes 
to  the  purulent  date,  as  in  ether  cafes  of  Hedic. 
The  puife,  in  ihe  clofe  of  the  difeafe,  is  lometimes 
fo  high  as  190. 
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Sect.  8.  Of  Cancer  as  a Tranjitlvc  Difeafe. 

"C1  VERY  practitioner  accudomed  to  attendance 
on  this  difeafe,  mult  recollect  fads  which 
tend  to  diew'  that  it  pofTeffes,  at  times,  foroething 
of  a tranfitive  nature.  Thus,  in  a Cancerous 
bread,  1 have  frequently  known  the  pain  entirely 
depart,  and  adecd  fome  of  the  larger  joints ; fre- 
quently the  womb,  or  fome  of  the  other  organs, 
and  leaving  them,  again  return  to  the  bread. 
This  fad  has  not  efcaped  the  earlier  writers,  as 
taken  notice  of  by  Mr  Pearfon.  Dr  Fothergiil 
was  the  lird  modern  author,  who,  in  his  paper  oil 
obdinate  pains  of  the  face,  has  pointed  out  this 
connedion.  Bertrandi  has  next  brought  forward 
fome  obfervations  on  the  fame  fubjed.  Tiiefe 
fads  we  would  adduce,  it  true,  as  a drong  proot 
of  the  conflitutional  nature  ot  this  malady  ; and  as 
an  additional  argument  to  thofe  which  w ill  be 
found  urged  in  the  third  part  of  this  work  againft 
extirpation , and  the  prevalent  opinion  ot  the  local 
nature  of  the  difeafe.  Many  authors,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  wiflied  to  confider  fchirrus  as  of 
a critical  nature,  and  the  fymptorhs  which  pre- 
cede it  in  many  conditutions,  give  drong  grounds 
for  this  opinion.  Though  we  would  by  no  means 
widi  to  go  this  length,  yet  we  are  perfectly  clear 

that  it  is  not  to  be  removed  by  Jimple  applications 
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to  the  part,  or  even  at  an  early  period , before  thefe 
conjiitutionai  changes,  with  which  it  is,  tor  the  rnoft 
part  connected,  are  ejlablijhcd. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  firft  medical  writers, 
and  whoever  advifes  an  indifcriminate  early  extir- 
pation in  all  cafes,  muft  be  entirely  milled  by  a 
fondncl's  for  operating,  againft  the  convidhon  of 
fads,  which,  if  much  converfant  in  the  difcafe, 
could  not  fail,  unlefs  his  judgment  had  been  bud- 
led,  to  have  impreffed  on  him  a different  opinion ; 
but  we  lhall  rcfumc  this  fubjed  in  the  fequel. 


Sect.  9.  Of  the  7bcory  ofCancn , 

no  fubjed  of  difeafc  has  a greater  number 
of  theories  prevailed,  than  on  that  of  Can- 
ter ; and  the  incurable  nature  of  the  malady,  is 
perhaps,  a fuftkient  apology  for  every  opinion, 
however  abfurd,  that  has  been  thrown  out. 

The  theory  of  the  ancients,  which  made  it  de- 
pend on  an  atrabilious  humour  retained  in  the 
habit,  ami  depojited  on  the  difeafed  part,  it  is 
needlefs  to  expatiate  upon.  It  was  Chemijlry  that 
afforded  the  raoft  ready  folution  for  the  delete- 
rious nature  of  the  poifon  ; and  to  the  chemical 
*ra  of  medicine,  are  we  indebted  for  the  prin- 
cipal theories  of  this  difeale. 

7. 
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The  firji  that  was  brought  forward  by  Paracel- 
fus,  and  after  him  by  Van  Helmrnt,  was  the  fup- 
pofition  of  its  arifmg  from  the  exiilence  of  a corro - 
Jive,  or  concentrated  acid ; to  which  they  were,  no 
doubt,  led  by  analogy  of  the  fimilar  effeCts  of 
concentrated  achh  in  diflolviug  the  animal  jib  re, 
with  that  of  the  Cancerous  virus,  But  the  ob- 
jects ns  to  this  opinion,  when  fubmitted  to  the 
teft  of  experiment,  the  only  fure  guide,  are  itrong  : 
for 

1.  It  is  found,  that  beyond  the  primes  vice,  or 
ftoniach  and  bowels,  no  pure  acid  ever  exilts  in 
the  animal  body,  in  fuch  a quantity  as  to  prove  a 
caufe  of  difeafe. 

2.  The  Cancerous  virus,  when  fubmitted  to  ex- 
periments, fhews  no  appearance  of  this  principle. 

3.  Alkalis , inllead  of  having  any  influence  in 
counteracting  the  effects  of  the  poifon,  rather  ag- 
gravate the  difeafe,  while  acids  tbemfelves,  ap- 
plied as  remedies,  evidently  check  its  progrefs 
fomewhat,  and  refill,  for  a while,  the  putrefactive 
tendency.  Hence,  they  are  recommended  by 
the  firlt  practitioners,  as  the  belt  correctors  of 
the  ulcerative  Itage. 

On  deferring  this  theory  of  acidity,  the  exiilence 
of  a cavjiic  alkali  came  next  to  be  contended  for 
by  practitioners.  The  faCts  that  fupport  this 
opinion,  are  much  more  probable  ; for,  lubjeCted 
to  experiment,  as  we  have  already  Ihewn,  the 
matter  is  pofleffed  ot  a Jirony  alkaline  principle  \ 
but,  if  it  is  alledged,  that  this  principle,  in  a cauftic 
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flnt&<  forms  the  difeafe,  we  (had!  find  that  it  is  in- 
fuflicient,  and  that  there  is  another  property,  as 
we  learn  by  Dr  Crawford’s  experiments,  which 
muft  be  added  to  if,  in  order  to  account  for  its 
deleterious  nature.  Even  when  added,  we  fhall 
ftill  find,  that  the  flat?  of  the fluid  ahne,  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  explaining  the  phenomena  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

From  a confiderntion  of  thefe  imperfe&ions  m 
tht  alkaline  theory , one  author  has  endeavoured  to 
adopt  a new  idea  founded  on  the  fuppofed  cxif- 
tence  of  animalcules  generating  putridity.  This 
dodrine  comes  from  the  pen  of  Mr  Jutlamond, 
late  furgeon  in  London,  a dodrme  firft  introduced 
into  medicine  by  the  difeoveries  of  Lewenhook, 
and  applied  to  the  explanation  of  a number  of 
dil'eafes,  but  which  was,  long  ago,  found  infufti- 
cicnt  for  the  purpofe.  Mr  Juftamond  fup ports 
his  opinion  by  the  good  eftefb  derived,  in  this 
difeafe,  from  remedies  definitive  of  animalcules ; 
and  alfo  from  his  having  feen,  and  demonfiruted, 
fuch  infets  actually  prefent.  The  former  of  thefe 
proofs,  we  confidcr,  as  highly  ambiguous;  and 
the  latter  we  would  entirely  deny,  for  infpifiutcd 
lymph,  drawn  from  a lymphatic  vdfel,  will  eafily 
deceive  one  prejudiced  in  favour  of  fuch  a con- 
jecture. . 

The  only  theory , and  the  mofl  rational,  that  re- 
mains for  us  to  adopt,  founded  on  difiection,  and 
the  phenomena  of  the  difeafe,  is,  that  Cancer 
con  flits  partly  in  a deflni&ion  of  glandular  organi- 
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zation,  and  partly  in  a vitiated  action  of  veffefo. 
The  former  evidently  appears  from  diffedion,  in 
■which  nothing  but  a confujed  jumble  of  parts  is  to 
be  traced  ; while  the  deleterious  nature  of  the  dif- 
charge , abundantly  confirms  the  latter.  This 
deranged  organization  may  be  confidered  as  the 
true  previous  charade  rift  ic  of  Cancer,  being  the 
confequence  of  an  obfcure,  or  what  may  be  term- 
ed the  carcinomatous  inflammation,  exerting  itfell 
in  the  part,  and  folely  confined  to  its  veffels.  Thi*. 
deranged  organization  becomes,  in  time,  formed 
into  a hard  indiffoluble  fubftnnce,  not  tar  diftant 
from  the  nature  of  bone,  and  compared,  by  many 
authors,  to  the  nails,  and  even  horns  of  animals. 
This  fubftance,  taking  on  acute  inflammation,  can 
neither  be  refolved,  nor  does  it  fuppurate,  the  lat- 
ter procefs  requiring  a certain  foftnefs  ol  texture. 
From  thefe  circumftances,  on  its  burfting  at 
laft,  and  the  expofure  of  its  internal  furface  to 
the  atmofphere,  a gangrene  of  a Jlow  or  chronic 
nature,  muft  neceffarily  enfue  ; and  as  compattnefs 
of  ftructure  prevents  exfoliation  of  a tooth,  when 
carious,  fo  here  obliteration  of  arrangement,  parti- 
cularly of  veffels,  and  Ixirdnefs  of  fubjtance , pre- 
vents a union  of  parts,  and  natural  growth  to  flop 
itsprogrefs.  From  this  view,  fchirrus,  however- 
formed,  may  be  confidered  properly  as  an  extra- 
neous body,  which  cannot  unite  with  the  found 
parts  by  any  means  whatever,  and  which  na- 
ture intends,  by  exciting  acute  inflammation,  and 
burfting  the  teguments,  to  throw  off.  This,  m 
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fbme  rare  cafes,  has  actually  happened ; but  as  its 
connections,  for  the  molt  part,  cannot  be  loofened, 
the  atmofphere  then  acts  upon  it,  and,  inftead  of 
the  intention  of  nature  being  completed,  a dele- 
terious matter  is  formed  from  its  fubftance  by  a 
procefs  Jxmilar  to  gangrene,  not  ulceration,  for  in 
ulceration  there  is  no  obliteration  of  vafcular 
itructure  ; ami  this  procefs  brings  the  neighbouring 
glandular  parts  into  the  fame  date,  and  thus  per- 
petuates the  difeafe.  Hence  Cancer  may  be  de- 
fined, *'  A potfon  produced  by  a partial  vafcular 
“ obliteration,  generated  in  a certain  Jlate  of  a- 
u crimony,for  the  mojl  part  of  the  fluids  of  the  fyf- 
“ tern  at  large,  and  under  a vitiated  aftion  of  the 
“ remaining  vejfels  of  the  part.1' 

Such  is  the  theory  to  be  collected  from  difj'ec- 
tions  of  this  difeafe,  and  a review  of  the  incjjuacy 
of  practice ; and  it  will  apply,  in  general,  to  the 
uiimate  ftage  of  hardnefs,  and  the  consequent  ul- 
cerations which  enfue.  In  all  their  theories  of  the 
difeafe,  authors  have  hitherto  taken  too  contract- 
ed a view  of  it,  and  by  referring  it  to  the  flate  of 
the  fluids  alone,  they  have  overlooked  the  re- 
fpective  fliare  that  both  folids  and  fluids  have  in 
its  production. 
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Sect.  io.  Of  the  Caufes  of  Cancer. 


TN  inveftigating  the  cavfes  of  Cancer,  the  firft, 
and  moft;  important  in  order  to  underhand 
its  real  nature,  is  the  confideration  of  thofe  which 
induce  the  date  of  predifpofition ; both  the 
period  of  life  at  which  it  moft  commonly  arifes, 
and  the  circumftances  of  its  prog  refs  clearly  prove 
that  thefe  caufes,  whatever  they  are,  mull  be  of  a 
fedative , or  debilitating  nature,  and  that  they  are 
fuch  as  are  capable  of  giving  rife  to,  and  actually 
do  give  rife  to  a general  chacbeftic  ft  die.  It  is 
this  ftate  on  which  we  contend  that  the  obftinacy 
of  the  difeafe  depends ; and  its  appearance  in  the 
form  of  Cancer  is  particularly  favoured  by  the  mi - 
nutenefs  and  peculiarity  of  the  glandular  organiza- 
tion, whofe  circulation,  at  all  times,  depends  much 
on  the  irritability  of  its  ownvejfels.  Any  diminu- 
tion of  the  general  tone  of  the  animal  fibre,  mull, 
on  that  account,  difplay  itfelf  by  a ftronger  ten- 
dency to  obftruclion  here.  Since  the  two  dileafes 
of  Scrophula  and  Cancer  are  now  fo  frequent, 
compared  with  their  appearance  in  former  times, 
there  mull  certainly  be  fame  general  and  prevail- 
ing caufe  to  account  for  this  frequency,  and  in 
order  to  find  it  out,  the  bell  method  will  be  to 
make  a comparifon  of  the  ftate  of  conftitution 
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then,  as  far  as  we  can  collect  from  medical  hi  do- 
ry, compared  with  what  we  find  it  at  preil-nt  ; 
and  this  change,  whatever,  it  is,  and  the  califei 
inducing  it,  we  mull  then  confider  as  the  chief 
fource  of  prtdifpfjjUim  to  the  prelent  difeafe.  If 
we  look  into  the  writings  of  Sydenham,  and  of 
the  moil  eminent  phylicians  who  fkmrilhed  a cen- 
tury ago,  we  ihall  find  that  bleeding*  a remedy 
the  molt  debilitating  to  the  human  body,  was  ah- 
l'olutely  ngeeflary  in  a high  degree,  in  moll  of  the 
acute  diie.des  that  then  raged.  Since  we  know 
that  the  lame  difeafes,  at  p relent,  will  by  no  me,; ns 
admit  of  l'uch  a plan  of  cure,  or  at  lead  never  to 
the  fame  extent;  and  alfo  that  difeafes  which  were 
always  confide  red  as  purely  phlogidic,  (or  inflam- 
matory), appear  now  with  new  forms,  and  with 
evident  putrclcent  fymptoms,  we  mull  from  this 
naturally  conclude,  that  the  contlitution  was  for- 
merly more  vigorous ; that  the  foiids  pd  felled 
more  tone,  and  the  fluids  bad  nothing  of  an  acri- 
monious Hate.  If  theft*  facts  hold  true,  to  what 
cauies  are  we  to  aferibe  this  new  or  acrimmimts 
principle , now  fo  generally  difi'uflTed.  It  cannot, 
it  is  clear,  depend  on  external  cauies,  lur  they  can 
only  accelerate,  or  retard,  not  produce  a chronic 
diteafe  ; and  they  mull  aifo  have  been  the  fame 
at  that  period,  as  at  p re  lent.  We  mud  look  for 
them  then  m the  body  itfelf;  and  we  ihall difeoter 
their  origin,  by  comparing  the  mode  of  life  which 
then  prevailed,  with  what  takes  place  at  prefent. 

I his  companion  will  lead  into  a pretty  exten- 
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five  field,  which  we  {hall  referve  for  future  difcuf- 
fion;  fuffice  it  how  to  obferve,  that  the  difference 
in  the  mode  of  life,  betwixt  that  period  and  the  pre- 
fent,  will,  on  examination,  be  found  referable  to  two 
general  heads.  Inc  reafe  of  luxury  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  fociety ; and  immoderate  ufe  of  / 'pints , and  other  fe- 
dative  liquors,  joined  to  anegled  of  the  due  quantity 
qfnourijhment,  in  proportion  to  the  labour  undergone, 
in  the  lower  orders  of  fociety.  Some  difficulty  may, 
perhaps,  attend  the  precife  application  of  thefe 
general  caufes,  to  any  particular  modification  of 
difeafe  ; but  ftiil  the  fad  admits  of  no  doubt,  and 
the  more  the  fubjed  is  ftudied,  the  greater  influ- 
ence will  thefe  caufes  feem  to  poflefs,  in  account- 
ing for  this,  and  many  other  forms  of  difeafe  now 
fo  prevalent. 

All  the  other  caufes  of  predifpofition  that  have 
been  enumerated  by  authors,  are  included  in 
thefe  two  general  heads.  We  {hall  omit,  there- 
fore, particularizing  them,  and  proceed  to  exa- 
mine next,  thofe  which  produce  the  immediate 
attack  of  the  difeafe,  or  the  occafional  caufes. 

The  occafional  caufes  ot  Cancer,  may  be  refer- 
red, either  to  accidental  imprejfons , producing  in- 
jury of  the  part ; or  to  changes  altering  the  courle 
of  the  regular  circulation,  and  determining  it  to 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ; or  to  both  combined. 

Of  the  former  are  all  external  accidents , as  blows , 
-fontufions, preceding  inflammation , Sec.  Hence,  in 
almoft  every  inftance  ot  Cancer  ot  the  breafl,  we 
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find  it  accounted  for  by  the  patient  on  this  caule 
of  accidental  injury  alone.  Even  the  practice  of 
wearing Jl ays,  in  the  manner  commonly  practiced 
by  females,  mud  greatly  expnfe  to  obltructions  of 
this  part,  and  refill  the  palfage  of  the  fluids, 
throuoh  the  minute  veflels. 

u 

Of  the  latter , are  all JuppreJfrd  dif  barges,  affec- 
tions of  the  mind , &c.  Some  authors  have  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  a&ion  of  the  fird  of  thefe 
caufes  in  a different  way  ; and,  inflead  of  conli- 
dering  the  JuppreJfed  evacuation,  as  thrown  on  the 
dileafed  part,  they  have  referred  the  appearance 
of  the  difeafe,  foleiy,  to  the  general  debility  of  the 
fyitem,  occafioning  the  fuppreflion,  as  one  of  its 
confequences,  but  unconnected  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  future  fchirrus.  As  we  find,  how*- 
ever,  that  the  difeafe  is,  at  times,  removed  by  the 
return  of  the  fupprefled  difeharge,  and  that  even 
with  an  incrcale  of  debility  in  the  fyitem,  it  mult 
be  admitted,  that  there  is  more  in  this  opinion, 
fo  long  entertained,  than  thefe  authors  would 
induce  us  to  believe.  Thofe  women,  ulfo,  who 
are  feized  with  Cancer  at  an  earlier  period  of 
life,  are,  for  the  molt  part,  we  find,  fuch  as  are 
irregular  in  this  refpe  d.  Hence  we  mult  ltiil 
conlider  the  departure  of  the  regular  maijirual 
dife barge,  as  the  caule  of  Cancer  in  the  female  in 
advanced  life,  as  well  as  the  Juppnjjion  of  the  be - 
morrboids  in  the  male,  where  long  accuflomed  to 
them.  Indeed,  out  of  twenty  women  feized  with 
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Cancer,  fifteen  of  them  will  be  at  this  critical 
age. 

On  affedions  of  mind,  we  may  obferve,  that  in 
delicate  irritable  habits,  the  long  prejfure  of  grief 
being  a powerful  debilitating  caufe,  has  been  taken 
notice  of  by  many  writers,  as  a chief  promoter  of 
this  difeafe  ; and  fudden  and  violent  emotions  are, 
at  times,  attended  with  the  fame  efied,  which 
fhows  the  fhare  the  date  of  the  folid  has  in  the 
produdion  of  Cancer. 


Sect,  i i . Of  the  Prognojlic  in  Cancer. 

IN  forming  our  opinion  in  Cancer,  it  is  in  gene- 
ral unfavourable  ; but  fiill  we  are  often  agree- 
ably difappointed  in  fome  fuccefsful  terminations' 
of  the  malady.  In  direding  our  judgment,  we 
are  to  be  determined  chiefly  by  the  fituation  of 
the  difeafe,  and  the  particular  fpecies  ol  it,  as  af- 
feding,  more  or  lefs,  the  conftitution , or  geneial 
health  of  the  patient. 

With  refped  to  the  fir  ft,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  Cancers  on  the  face , lips , and  nofe , are  oftener 
cured  than  in  the  breaft  and  tefticles,  where  the 
drudure  is  more  complex,  and  the  circulation  fo 
minute,  as  to  be  eafily  obAruded,  and  induce  that 
obliteration  of  parts  which  forms  the  difeafe. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond,  we  are  to  judge  fiom 
the  marks  of  predifpofition  that  appear  in  the 

habit;  and  from  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
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and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  already  proceeded, 
or  to  which  it  has  advanced  in  a given  time. 
Thus,  if  Cancer  arife  as  a confequence  of  other 
difeafes,  in  which  an  evident  taint  of  the  general 
mafs  appears,  or  in  a conftxtuthn  worn  out  and  ex- 
haujted , an  unfavourable  prognoftic  is  inevitably 
to  be  formed.  The  fame  conclufion  is  to  be 
drawn,  where  the  dileafe  appears  to  be  making 
rapid  progrefs ; w here  the  contiguous  parts  are 
quickly  taking  on  the  difeafed  date,  and  ejpecially 
if  the  abforptiou  into  the  fyftem  is  evident  from 
lymphatic  fwellutgs  in  that  direclion.  The  de- 
gree of  pain  alfo,  may  be  confidered  as  a leading 
mark  of  its  extent  and  progrefs ; for  we  never 
find  the  healing procefs,  or  even  the  difcujjion  of 
the  J 'welling  attended  with  much  pain. 

It  is  very  feldom  that  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  a Cancer  in  its  very  firfl  ftage.  It  is 
only  when  the  difeafe  has  proceeded  fome  length, 
and  the  patient  begins  to  be  alarmed,  that  medi- 
cal aflitlance  is  called  in.  In  the  cafe  of  women 
alio,  a mitlaken  delicacy  prevails  for  fome  time, 
and  thofe  precious  moments  are  thus  loft,  when 
fimple  obrt ruction  being  only  prefent,  refolution 
might  be  effected.  Before  a practitioner  is  con- 
1 ulted,  the  advice  of  the  female  friends  is  firft; 
taken,  and  applications  often  made  on  their  re- 
commendation, of  a very  exceptionable,  not  to 
fry  injurious  nature.  Hence  Jibirri  of  the  brea/1 , 
more  than  any  other  part,  claim  an  unfavourable 
prognoftic  , and  ot  caies  ot  Mammary  Cancer , the 
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proportion  of  cures  is,  perhaps,  much  lefs  than  of 
any  other  part  of  the  body,  which  is,  in  part,  to 
be  explained  from  the  above  obfervation.  It  is 
on  this  account,  that  feme  authors  have  arranged 
Cancer  of  the  bread,  as  a particular  malignant 
fpecies,  noted  for  its  virulence. 


Sect.  12.  Of  the  Comparifon  betwixt  Scbirrus 
and  Phlegmon. 


S it  is  of  much  importance  to  mark  drongly 


the  char  abler  of  fchirrus , fo  that  no  millakes 
in  its  incipient  date  may  arife,  or  lead  to  improper 
practice,  tve  (hall  draw  a companion  betwixt  it 
and  phlegmon , in  their  principal  fymptoms,  and 
this  will  make  them  more  readily  dillinguifliable 
from  each  other. 

1.  The  firft  external  appearance  to  be  remark- 
ed, is  in  the  different  fate  of  the Jkin.  Thus  the 
Ikin  that  covers  fchirrus,  though  infamed  and 
red,  remains  f ill flaccid  and  wrinkled,  while  the 
fkin  covering  phlegmon , or  a benign  glandular 
fwelling,  is  always  finning,  full,  clear  and  tenfe. 

2.  The  fecond  difference  to  be  remarked,  is  in 
the  feelings  ot  the  part. 

The  pain  of  fchirrus  occurs  at  intervals,  arifes 
fuddenly,  and  as  fuddenly  departs ; is  rare  at  firft, 
becomes  by  degrees  more  fequent,  and  is  pretty. 
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confront  at  laft,  with  a fenfe  of  burning  or  fringing. 
In  phlegmon  the  pain  is  confront  from  the  beginning, 
mote  or  lefs  acute , at  times , and  attended  with  a 
fenfe  of  throbbing , or  pulfation. 

3.  The  third  difference  to  be  remarked,  is  in 
the  fed  of  the  tumor  towards  its  termination.  In 
[chirms,  as  it  increafes,  there  is  a general  inert' of- 
ing  hardnefs  and  thicknefs  of  teguments , to  the  feel, 
w ithout  the  fmalleft  tendency  to  impoftbumatum,  in 
any  particular  part.  In  phlegmon  the  teguments 
appear  to  thin,  especially  in  fome  particular  part, 
which  becomes  fomew  hat  pointed ; and  where  a 
frucluation  of  matter , or  impofthumation  can  be 
readily  felt. 

4.  The  laft  difference  to  be  remarked,  refpcch 
the  ft  ate  of  fever.  In  febirrus , no  proper  fever 
attends;  for  though  the  pulfe  may  be  occafionally 
quickened , it  remains  always  depreffed , weak,  and 
/mall ; but,  in  phlegmon,  fever  is  a proper  attendant 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  pulfe  marking  it,  is  always 
quick,  frrong,  tenfe,  and  full. 


Slot.  13.  Of  the  DifrirtBions  betwixt  Cancer  and 

Sctopbula. 


TN  looking  into  many  authors  who  treat  of  Can- 
A ccr,  we  find  it,  and  the  former  difeafe  of  Scro- 
phula,  often  confounded,  and  referred  to  one 

common 
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common  caufe.  This  more  readily  takes  place 
where  Scrophula  occurs,  as  it  fometimes  does  in 
advanced  life.  We  fhall,  therefore,  endeavour 
here,  to  point  out  the  meft  material  dittin&ions 
betwixt  the  two  difeafes. 

1.  The  fir  ft  diftinclion  to  be  obferved,  is  in  their 
feat. 

There  are  two  fets  of  glands  in  the  body,  the 
on e fecretory,  the  other  lymphatic.  The  former, 
we  find,  always  the  feat  of fchirrus ; and  any  gland 
of  this  defcription,  may  become  affedted  with  a 
Cancerous  difpofition  ; but  the  lymphatic,  or  ah  for - 
bent  glands,  are  never  the  primary  feat  of  this  af- 
fection, though  they  become  tainted  by  abforption 
from  a neighbouring  part,  in  the  fame  way,  only,  as 
every  part  is  liable,  from  its  connection  with  ano- 
ther, to  the  attack  of  the  fame  difeafe  in  its 
progrefs.  Hence,  practitioners  of  the  greatell 
experience  declare,  that  they  have  never  met 
with  one  unequivocal  inftance  of  a primary  fchirrus 
of  an  abforbent  gland.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
lymphatic  glands  arc  the  peculiar  feat  of  Scrophula-, 
and  it  is  on  this  account,  that  many  authors  have 
confidered  Scrophula  as  entirely  a difeafe  of  the 
lymphatic  fyllem.  Dr  Cullen  exprefsly  views  it, 
as  owing  to  a peculiar  conftitution  of  this  fyllem, 
and  wherever  any  part  of  this  fyllem  appears  in - 
durated,  at  any  period  of  life,  we  fhould  be  a little 
doubtful  of  its  nature. 

2.  The  fecond  diftinclion  to  be  remarked,  is,  in 

the  ft  ate  of  the  fohd,  charaSlerifmg  the  two  difeafes. 
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In  Scrophula,  there  is  always  obfervable  a flac- 
cidity  and  debility  of folid  at  the  period  at  which 
the  difeafe  ftrft  appears,  and  this  being  removed 
at  a certain  time  of  life,  the  dii'eaie  often  departs. 

In  Cancer,  there  is  generally  no  apparent  fault 
of folid , in  the  fyllem  in  general,  except  in  th?  dif 
eafed part , where,  in  the  end,  a want  of  coL'rJton, 
the  effect  of  the  morbid  poifon,  evidently  appears, 
and  there  only. 

In  Scrophula,  then,  the  defedl  feems  to  be  in 
the  tone  or  vig our.  In  Cancer,  perhaps,  more  in 
the  conftituent  principles  of  which  the  folid  is  coi  n- 
poftd,  and  chiefly  in  that  part  where  the  dilet  ife 
is  feated, 

3.  The  third , and  moft  important  diftindl  ion 
betwixt  the  two  difeafes,  lies  in  the  nature  of  the 
difeharge. 

In  Cancer  we  have  feen  there  is  always  pre- 
fent  a deleterious  bepatifed  ammonia , proving  1 1 fol- 
Tent  of  the  animal  fibre,  and  fhewing  the  fluid  pof- 
feffed  of  a highly  Jaime  fate.  In  Scrophula  t here 
feems,  Amply,  a fuper abundance  of  ferofityt  and 
want  of  union  betwixt  the  parts  of  the  fluid.  Any 
acrimony  acquired,  is  inertly  the  effedt  of  fta  gna- 
tion  ; hence  no  infection  can  be  communit  .ated 
by  it. 

4.  The  fourth  diflindtion  is  in  the  feelin  ?s  oj 
the  part , communicated  by  the  two  difeafes.  in 
Scrophula  there  is  generally  little  or  no  pain.  The 
fweltings  are  of  an  indolent  nature,  and  the  cha  nges 
arc  Jb  flow,  that  till  the  external  teguments  be<  :ome 
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afFecled,  there  is  little  uneafnefs  from  the  difeafe. 
In  Cancer  again,  the  fenfations  of  pain  are  acute , 
either  of  a /Z >arp  lancilating  nature , darting , /?j-  it 
were,  deep  through  the  part ; or  there  prevails  a 
fenfe  of  burning  heat , or  difagreeable  itchinefs ; 
and  thefe  feelings,  though  occaf  anally  fufpended, 
are  yet  frequent  in  their  recurrence. 

5.  The  fifth  diftinttion  that  may  be  noticed 
betwixt  the  tw*o  difeafes,  is  in  the  different  periods 
of  life  at  which  their  attacks  are  moft  liable  to 
take  place.  Thus  Scrophula  is  almoft  entirely  a 
difeafe  of  youth,  and  is  moft  frequent  from  the  age 
of  four  to  puberty , at  which  period  the  external  fpe- 
cies,  except  deep  rooted,  generally  difappear. 
Cancer,  again,  is,  for  the  moft  part,  a difeafe  oj 
age , at  leaft  it  is  never  known  till  long  after  the 
age  of  puberty  ; and  its  moft  frequent  victims  are 
after  the  age  of  forty,  in  both  lexes,  a period  of  life 
when  moft  of  the  forms  of  Scrophula  difappear. 
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PART  III. 

Treatment  of  Cancer. 
view  of  the  treatment  of  Cancer  is  one  of 


thofe  circumftances  which  fhews  the  ineffi- 
cacy of  every  boafted  theory  that  has  been  formed 
of  the  difeafe.  In  entering  upon  it,  it  is  proper  we 
ffiould  recall,  to  the  attention  of  practitioners, 
what  has  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  pre- 
ceding part,  viz.  firjf,  the  morbid  circumitanccs, 
that,  from  obfervat ion,  ieem,  in  aimoft  every  cafe, 
to  precede  the  difeafe ; and,  2 ci!y,  thofe  which 
oppofe  the  ad  ion  of  remedies  upon  it,  when 
formed. 

The  former  con  fill  of, 

1 . The  obflruction,  or  impaired  date,  of  fume 
principal  difeharge.  And 

2.  The  acrimony,  or  faulty  compofition  of  the 
fyftem  of  fluids. 

Thefe  two  I confider  as  in  feme  meafure  con- 
neded,  and  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  almoit  the 
conflant  forerunners  of  this  malady. 

The  circumftances,  again,  that  oppofe  the  ac- 
tion of  remedies  upon  the  difeafe,  are 
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1.  Fhe  peiiod  of  lilc  n t which  Cancer  takes 
place,  when  the  powers  of  the  fyftem,  particular- 
ly of  the  glandular,  or  fecreting  part,  are  begin- 
ning to  be,  or  are  already  too  languid  ; and, 

2.  1 he  effects  of  the  long  continued  and  ob- 
fcure  carcinomatous  inflammation  of  the  part,  which 
generally  lays  the  foundation  of  the  malady,  be- 
fore being  perceived ; and  thus  induces  the  al- 
tered organization,  counterading  any  favourable 
efforts  that  might  be  made  by  means  of  general 
remedies,  to  complete  a cure. 

The  treatment  of  Cancer  has  been  conduded 
on  three  feveral  plans;  by  attaking  it,  either  con - 
Jlit  ut  ion  ally,  locally , ox  both',  and  vve  (hall  obferve,  in 
each  of  thefe,  how  far  a regard  has  been  paid  to 
the  preceding  morbid  circumflances  enumerat- 
ed. 


Seci.  i.  Of  the  Conjlitutional  Treatment. 


HT  HE  conjlitutional  treatment  of  Cancer,  is  pro- 
pel ly  divided  into  the  radical  and  palliative. 
The  former  has  been  chiefly  aimed  at ; but  its 
want  offuccefs  has  induced  mod  praditioners,  of 
late,  rather  to  content  themfelves  with  the  latter. 
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1.  R A D1C A3*. 

The  radical  treatment  has  confided  in  the  ufe 
of  remedies  of  three  different  kinds. 

The  frjl  are  certain  fubdances  of  a fuppofed 
alterative  nature,  proceeding  on  the  principle  of 
an  exiding  predifpulition. 

The  frond  are  direcl  Jlhndants,  either  of  the 
dine  or  mineral  clafs , employed  to  affect  the 
powers  of  the  living  folid.  And, 

The  third  are  the  narcotic  tribe , which  act,  by 
reprefling  tiic  prevailing  morbid  irritation,  and 
thus  allow  the  natural  powers  of  the  fyftem  to 
operate  for  the  removal  of  the  difeafe. 

The  jirjl  fet  of  remedies  has  received  the  com- 
mon appellation  of fweelening  medicines , from  their 
fuppofed  action  in  correcting  the  vitiated  fluids. 
They  conlilt  of  the  different  woods,  as  the  Sarfa, 
Guiac , Saffafras,  China , Serpent  aria,  tsc.  : They 
are  generally  uled  in  decoction  ; but  from  their 
fenfible  qualities,  their  powers  l'eem  too  weak  to 
deferve  being  employed  in  this  difeafe.  Their 
utual  forms  are,  the  Decoction  of  Woods,  and  Lif 
bon  Diet  Drink  ; more  rarely  they  have  been  pre- 
ferred in  fub fiance, 

1 he  fecund  let  of  remedies  are  the  mod  power- 
ful, and  depend,  for  their  action,  on  a Jlrong ftimu- 
lus,  differently  modified , according  to  their  nature, 
aiu»  the  dilierent  alterations  they  have  undergone 
by  pharmaceutical,  and  chemical  treatment, 
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We  fliall  examine  the  articles  of  this  claf3  fe- 
parately. 


Iron,  (Ferrum.) 

Of  Iron , the  chief  preparation  ufed  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  lias  been  the  Flores  Martiales , highly  extol- 
led by  Mr  Juftamond.  This  medicine  he  carried 
gradually  to  the  length  of  two  drams  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day ; but  its  virtue  was  confined  only  to  a 
temporary  appearance  of  cure,  which  yielded  foon 
to  the  inevitable  progrefiion  of  the  difeafe.  At 
the  fame  time,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  general 
health  was  amended  fomevvhat  under  its  ufe.  In 
the  fchirrous  (late  of  the  affection,  the  author  goes 
the  length  of  regarding  this  medicine,  as  highly 
fpecific,  and  that  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  if 
carried  fufficiently  far,  may  be  retarded  by  it ; at 
all  times  a defireable,  and,  in  particular  fituations, 
a molt  fortunate  circumftance.  It,  however,  I offer 
an  opinion  of  its  real  merits,  I would  lay  that  it  can 
be  viewed  in  no  other  light,  than  as  a powerful  to- 
nic; and  like  all  medicines  of  this  clafs,  it  may,  for  a 
little  time,  fufpend  the  morbid  action,  though,  in 
doing  this,  it  is  no  way  entitled  to  any  fpecific 
prai'l'e  ; nay,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  will  be 
even  more  rapid  after  this  fufpenfion,  than  if  it 
had  not  been  exhibited. 

The  Blue  Vitriol  has  been  alfo  introduced,  as 
poffelfed  of  adive  powers  over  this  difeafe,  and 

tried  by  a practitioner  at  Paris.  Flis  fuccefs 
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With  it.  however,  was  not  equal  to  his  exaggerated 
praifes;  and,  out  of  feven  patients  cntrulted  to  his 
care,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  only  one,  we  are  inform- 
ed, was  really  cured.  In  its  operation  it  proved 
violently  emetic;  a circumftancc  which  mud  ren- 
der its  exhibition  ib  unlafe,  that  the  remedy  is, 
perhaps,  worfe  than  the  dileafe. 

Mlrcury,  ( Argentum  YtvuM.) 

In  this  difcafe,  practitioners  have  been  fon- 
der of  having  recourl'e  to  Mercury , than  the  for- 
mer mineral,  and  reafoning,  from  analogy,  of  its 
powerful  effects  over  the  venereal  poifon,  their 
hopes  were  certainly  well  founded.  There  are, 
no  doubt,  on  record,  a number  of  cures  (of  what 
was  fuppofed  this  malady,)  having  been  accom- 
plillied  through  means  of  it;  but  they  are  few, 
when  compared  with.thc  cafes  of  its  failure,  and 
the  indances  of  its  noxious  effects.  We  have, 
therefore,  fume  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  thofe 
iudances  related  of  its  fuccefs,  were  real  cafes  of 
Cancer;  general  opinion,  the  bed  ciiterion  of 
fuccefs,  has  now  decided  againd  its  exhibition  at 
all  in  this  dileaie.  The  particular  circumftances 
of  the  tew  cafes  in  which  its  efficacy  becomes  ap- 
pealed to,  have  not  been  accurately  noted  ; and 
if  it  is  to  be  employed  here,  1 ihouid  conceive 
that  advantage  is  only  to  be  expected  in  the  did 
dage  of  the  affection,  when  limple  obfiruclion, 
not  altered  organization,  forms  the  difcafe ; in  the 
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latter  cafe,  by  haftening  ulceration,  a natural 
confequence  of  its  a&ion,  it  mud  do  harm. 

There  is  indeed  one  form  of  the  difeafe,  fchir- 
rus  of  the  liver,  in  which  Mercury  is  found  and 
acknowledged  to  be  fpecific.  We  have  reafori 
therefore  to  conclude,  as  it  is  by  no  means  infal- 
lible even  here,  that  the  difeafe,  in  this  organ,  is 
longer  of  palling  into  the  actual  fchirrous  date,  than 
elfew'here  ; and  that  it  is  fuccefsful,  under  the 
fame  circumstances  1 have  mentioned  above. 
The  different  forms  in  which  Mercury  has  been 
ufed  in  Cancer,  are  either  in  that  of  the  Blue  Pill , 
in  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel , according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Drs  Buckner  and  Gmclin,  who  have  ex- 
prefsly  written  differtations  on  the  fpecific  powers 
of  this  particular  preparation  ; or  it  has  been 
more  frequently  employed  in  the  form  of  Cor- 
rojive  Sublimate,  largely  diffufed,  firlt  recommend- 
ed by  the  celebrated  Dr  Sanchez  ot  Lilbon, 
whofe  practice  is  detailed  at  length  in  Haller’s 
collection. 

But,  Bill  latter  than  either  of  thefe  modes  of 
practice,  the  combination  of  Mercury  with  Anti- 
mony, has  been  ilrongly  contended  for,  as  render- 
ing  it  a fafe  remedy  by  Dr  Rowley  ; and  he  has 
even  advanced  cafes  of  its  fuccefs  on  this  plan. 
Hisgeneral  opinion,  however,  feems  to  be,  that  it  is 
chiefly  to  be  depended  on  in  the  firlt  ftage  ot  the 
malady.  When  joined  with  a Itnct  regimen,  and 
given  in  fmall  doles,  continued  long,  it  prom  it  es 
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to  be  often  fuccefsful ; though  this  practice  re- 
quires farther  confirmation. 

Arsenic,  (Arsenicum  Album.) 

Thus  difappointed  in  their  exhibition  of  Mer- 
cury, practitioners  next  turned  their  views  to  a 
more  powerful  article  of  the  fame  clais,  Arfcnic  ; 
and  if  of  late  has  been  more  univerfally  employed 
againll  this  malady,  than  any  other  mineral  what- 
ever ; but  1 mult  add,  with  a confidence  in  its 
powers,  which  neither  reufon,  experience,  nor 
even  humanity  feem  to  fanclion.  Though  pre- 
feribed  by  a number  of  practitioners,  in  the  cure 
of  intermittents,  particularly  of  the  quartan  form, 
previous  to  his  time,  in  this  difeafe,  it  was  firit 
recommended  on  the  authority  of  Mr  Febure. 
He  gave  it  in  folution,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Corrojivc  Sublimate , beginning  with  a table-fpoon- 
full  of  a folution,  containing  four  grains  of  the 
mineral  to  a pint  of  dtltilled  water,  taken  every 
morning,  filling,  in  milk,  and  increafing  it  every 
eight  days,  till  the  patient  was  brought  to  the 
length  of  fix  table-fpoonfuls  a day.  Though  it 
has  been  employed  by  the  generality  of  practition- 
ers with  a iparing  and  timed  hand,  on  account 
of  its  well  known  deleterious  qualities,  yet,  by  a 
few  fince  Mr  Febure’s  time,  efpecially  by  Mr 
j uftamond,  for  the  fake  of  trying  its  real  effect, 
it  ha  been  puflied  to  confiderable  length  ; but,  I 
am  foriy  to  add,  with  fuccefs  in  none  but  one  cafe. 

He 
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He  crave  it,  he  informs  us,  to  the  extent  of  two 
grains  a clay,  and  was  only  deterred  from  conti- 
nuing it  in  this  dole,  by  the  manifed  injury  which 
the  general  health  feemed  to  fuftain  from  it.  From 
art  unlucky  prejudice,  however,  in  its  favour, 
though  no  way  confirmed  by  the  detail  of  his  own 
cafes,  he  goes  fo  far  as  to  confider  this  remedy,  if 
ufed  in  fuflicient  quantity,  as  the  real  antidote 
qgainft  the  Cancerous  poifon  ; but  furely,  it  he 
ufed  it  in  a quantity  greater  than  he  found  the 
conflitution  could  bear,  and  dill  it  did  not  cure, 
if  carried  to  a greater  length,  even  were  it  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  remedy  would  certainly  be  worfe  than  the 
difeafe.  This  opinion,  however,  ot  Mr  juftamond, 
is  drongly  fupported  by  the  practice  of  a French 
furgeon,  Mr  Ronnou.  In  acourfe  of  fifty  years,  we 
are  told  by  this  gentleman,  he  cured  no  lets  than, 
twenty  patients  with  this  medicine,  which  he  ufed 
both  externally  and  internally.  A fimilar  prac- 
tice to  this  of  Mr  Ronnou,  I am  informed  by 
Dr  William  Wright  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  of 
Jamaica,  (a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  medi- 
cal world  for  his  many  valuable  communications, 
and  diftinguifhed,  dill  more,  in  private  life,  for 
bis  integrity  and  worth,)  prevails  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  in  that  fpeeies  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer 
which  fucceeds  luer,  and  that  cures  are  complet- 
ed by  it.  To  thefe  fads,  I fhall  add  the  report 
of  another  practitioner  of  this  place,  who  con- 
tends, that  in  a long  courfe  of  practice,  he  has 
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cured  no  lefs  than  thirty  cafes  of  Cancer,  employ- 
ing it  in  the  fame  manner  as  mentioned  by  Dr 
Wright. 

Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  very  ftrong  recommen- 
dations, from  all  that  I have  had  occafion  my- 
fclf  to  obferve,  1 cannot  perceive  that  the  ac- 
tion of  Arftnic,  is  any  w ay  different  from  that  of 
Mercury,,  except  in  the  degree  of  its  ftimulus.  In 
a variety  of  cafes  in  which  1 have  tried  it,  both 
Amply,  and  with  different  combinations,  and  after 
having  pufhcd  it  to  conliderable  length,  1 have 
found  it  totally  inadequate  to  effect  a cure.  It 
may  be  remarked  alio,  of  the  above  fucceisful 
cafes,  how  fmall  the  number  was  when  compared 
with  the  whole  that  muff  have  fallen  under  the 
care  of  thefe  praditioncrs,  during  a term  of  fo 
many  years.  Thefe  fucceisful  cafes,  then,  are  fo  be 
conlidcred,  rather  as  exceptions  to  a general  rule, 
and  mult  have  been  connected  with  circumstances 
of  a peculiar  nature,  different  from  genuine  Cancer, 
which  have  been  overlooked.  On  thefe  circum- 
stances the  fucceffi  mult  have  depended.  Indeed,  to 
reai'on  merely  on  the  operation  of  Arfcnic , I would 
aver,  that  its  effect,  and  that  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
minerals,  can  only  be  to  Simulate  thefyltem,  and, 
by  this,  unavoidably  to  increafe  the  inflammation 
of  the  difeafed  part,  thin  the  foiid,  and  thus  favour 
its  palling  into  ulceration : Hence  a manifelt  aggra- 
vation of  iymptoms  mufl  enfue.  If,  to  this  can- 
flderution,  we  add  the  highly  deleterious  ef- 
fect s of  this  mineral  on  the  conllitution,  it  be- 
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comes  then  more  exceptionable  than  any  other ; 
and  even,  if  ufeful  as  a palliative,  that  circum- 
ftance  muft  always  prevent  its  being  long  perfifted 
in,  as  difeafes,  more  fatal,  muft  be  expected  to 
fucceed  its  exhibition,  than  even  that  againit 
which  it  is  employed. 

But  to  obviate,  as  far  as  pofiible,  tliefe  delete- 
rious qualities  of  the  mineral,  fuppofing  them  to 
arife,  chiefly,  from  its  mode  of  introduction  into 
the  fyflem,  and  its  action  on  the  lirft  paflages,  a 
propofal  has  been  made  to  adminifter  thi*  remedy 
externally , by  abforption  through  the  teguments. 
For  this  purpofe,  a method  is  fuggefted  by  a Mr 
Sherwin,  of  increafing  the  folubility  of  the  Ar fe- 
me, by  joining  it  with  equal  parts  of  Cryjlalls  of 
Tartar ; and,  in  this  feline  ftate,  it  is  readily 
taken  up  when  rubbed  on  the  hands,  or  other 
parts  of  the  external  furface ; perhaps,  indeed, 
the  fefeft  method  is,  to  reduce  the  mineral  always 
to  a feline  flate,  and  ufe  it  only  in  this  form.  In 
this  way  it  has,  of  late,  been  introduced  into 
pra&ice  by  feveral  phyficians,  againft  other  dif- 
eafes, particularly  Intern  ittents,  Epilepfy,  Sec. 
but  I have  not  heard  of  its  being  much  tried 
in  this  form  in  the  prelent  malady. 


Antimony,  (Antimonium.) 

In  difmiffing  the  fubjecl  of  Arfenic,  we  are  next 
led  to  mention  the  ufe  of  Antimony  againft  this 
difeafe.  From  its  poflefling  an  arfenical  prin- 
ciple, 
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ciple,  the  fame  effect  may  be  expected  to  follow 
its  exhibition,  as  the  former  article,  except  in  a 
lefs  p Vv'crful  decree.  The  form  in  which  it  has 
been  preferibed  here,  is  that  of  the  Anlimonial 
Pills , it  feems  a favourite  ingredient  in  the  pre- 
feriptions  of  Dr  Rowley. 


Tin,  (Stannum.) 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Tin , which  owes  its 
activity  entirely  to  the  fame  deleterious  or  arfe- 
nical  principle  ; one-eighth  part  of  this  mineral 
being  generally  found  mixed  in  powdered  tin. 


Muriated  Barytes,  (Barytes  Muriata). 

A more  modern  remedy  than  any  of  the  above, 
lately  brought  into  notice,  is  the  Muriated  Bary- 
tes. It  was  firfl  recommended  by  Dr  Adair  Craw- 
ford, and,  from  its  fenfible  qualities,  feems  to  pof- 
fefs  active  powers  ; but,  except  in  two  cafes  re- 
lated by  Dr  Crawford  himfelf,  it  has  failed  in  the 
hands  of  every  other  practitioner.  It  was  given 
by  him  in  the  quantity  of  from  four  to  twenty 
drops,  twice  a day,  being  entirely  regulated  by 
the  date  of  the  ilomach,  though,  when  carried 
even  to  this  length,  it  feems  to  have  produced 
difagreeable  fymptoms:  When  fuccefsful,  he  re- 
lates, it  increaled  the  flow  of  urine,  and  fliewed 
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an  amendment  of  the  appetite  and  general  health. 
As  tliis  medicine  is,  by  Dr  Crawford’s  own  ac- 
count, fo  often  contaminated  with  different  Me- 
tallic Salts , it  is,  perhaps,  as  much  to  this  conta- 
mination, as  to  any  thing  elle,  that  it  owes  its 
medical  powers.  At  any  rate,  late  experience  has 
confirmed  its  inefficacy  in  this  difeafe. 


Borax. 

From  the  peculiar  nature  of  Borax , a fubltancs 
whofe  virtues  are,  as  yet,  little  underflood,  I was 
induced  to  make  fome  experiments  with  it  in 
this  difeafe.  The  refult  of  thefe  was  in  its  favour, 
as  a palliative  remedy  againft  the  ftage  of  ulcera- 
tion ; for  it  evidently  fhewed  an  effeCt  on  the  dif- 
charge,  both  in  ldfening  its  quantity,  and  melior- 
ating its  appearance;  but,  while  it  produced  thefe 
beneficial  effects,  it  increafed,  in  fome.  degree,  the 
fchirrous  (late. 


Electricity,  (Aura  Electrica.) 

In  enumerating  the  different  remedies  in  this 
difeafe,  the  ufe  of  Electricity  mull  not  be  omitted. 
It  can  only  act,  however,  in  the  ftage  of  fu  elling ; 
and  many  cafes  of  the  refolution  of  fchirrus,  are 
related  by  writers  on  the  fubject  of  Electricity . 
Its  firfl  introduction  into  practice,  in  this  difeafe, 
arofc  from  the  accidental  cure  of  a lady  in  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  by  a ftroke  of  lightning,  as  related  by  Dr 
Eaton,  in  the  Medical  Commentaries.  But,  from 
this  application  not  being  often  ufed,  we  are  a- 
fraid,  it  is,  either  a remedy  not  lb  fuccefsful,  when 
applied  by  the  hands  of  man  ; or  that  its  other 
bad  effects  on  the  fyftem  in  general,  when  long 
continued,  prevent  its  being  employed. 


% 

Lizard,  (Lacerta.) 

As  fomewhat  connected  with  the  clafs  of  re- 
medies we  are  at  prefent  enumerating,  in  its  mode 
of  action,  (which  has  been  compared  to  that  of 
Mercury,')  may  be  mentioned  a medicine  of  the 
animal  kingdom,  employed  as  a fpecific  againlt  this 
difeafe.  We  have  the  account  of  it  in  the  Trani- 
a ft  ions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 
being  the  tranflation  of  a Spanifli  Memoir  on  the 
fubjeft.  In  the  province  of  Guatimala  in  New  Spain, 
wc  arc  informed  that  the  life  of  the  fmal!  Green 
Lizard  is  common  in  the  cure  of  Cancer,  and  at- 
tended with  the  greatelt  fuccefs  in  the  ulcerated 
It  age.  Two  or  three  of  the  fe  animals  are  direct- 
ed to  be  fwallowed  daily,  on  an  empty  Itomach, 
being  lull  prepared  by  ikinning  them,  and  cut- 
ting off  their  heads  and  tails.  Their  operation  is 
attended  with  ftrongfymptoms  of  fever,  vi l.  great 
heat, /wearing,  and  f:  deration  ; but  the  fuccefs  is 
very  fudden,  generally  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 
four  days  a cure  is  elfefted.  This  practice  is  faid 
to  have  been  very  common  among  the  Indians  in 
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South  America.  It  was  attempted  by  the  Spa- 
nifh  pliyficians  with  tlie  Lizard  of  their  own 
country  ; the  circumltance  of  its  being  exhibited 
newly  hilled,  preventing  any  being  procured 
from  America:  But  experience  has  Ihewn  the 
fame  inefficacy  of  it  in  Europe,  as  that  of 
many  other  boafted  Indian  fpeciiics  ; and  this 
remedy  has  the  farther  obje&ion  to  it,  in  be- 
ing highly  difagreable  to  the  patient,  though 
this  laft  circumftance  might  be  fcmewhat  remov- 
ed, by  forming  it  into  pills. 

From  the  clafs  of  direct  JU mul ants,  the  principal 
of  which  employed  in  this  difeafe  we  have  now 
enumerated,  we  proceed,  in  the  lajl  place,  to 
examine  the  tribe  of  Narcotics, 


Hemlock,  (Conium  Maculat.) 

Of  the  narcotic  tribe,  Hemlock  hands  here  at 
the  head  of  the  lift.  It  was  the  fubftance  ufed 
by  the  antients  for  poifoning  criminals,  and  be- 
■ came,  fuft,  regularly  introduced  into  medicine,  toi 
internal  ufe,  on  the  authority  ol  Baron  Storck,  al- 
ter having  afeertained  the  fafety  of  its  exhibition 
in  his  own  perfon.  Like  moft  new  medicines,  it 
has  been  both  over-rated  and  undervalued  in  an 
improper  degree.  Truth,  however,  never  lies  in 
extremes:  That  cures  in  this  diicafc  have  been 
made  by  Hemlock,  is  vouched  by  the  moft  rc- 
fpectable  authorities ; that  it  has  oftener  failed, 

is  equally  true  j and  it  becomes,  therefore,  ol  lonre 
1 confe- 
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con f<? quence,  to  determine  in  what  cafes  it  may 
be  depended  on,  and  in  what  not.  From  a con- 
fideration  of  the  hiftory  of  Cancer,  formerly  deli- 
vered, it  will  evidently  appear,  th  ;t  it  is  only  in 
the  firft  ftage  of  the  diieafe,  that  a cure  by  Hem- 
lock,  or  indeed  by  any  other  article  of  the  Narcotic 
tribe , can  be  effectual.  For  if  the  deffruction 
of  organization,  or  actual  fchirrus,  has  commen- 
ced, it  is  clear,  that  no  refolution  can  take  place  ; 
the  tumor  can  only  be  iefi’cned  by  the  pro- 
cefs  of  fuppuration,  which  requires  the  buriling 
of  the  teguments.  I formerly  endeavoured  to 
prove,  however,  that  no  accurate  judgement  can 
be  always  formed,  when  th c firjl  jlage  of  the  dif- 
eafe is  terminated , and  the  actual  fchirrus  begun. 
In  many  cafes,  the  fol ids  being  lax,  the  ffate  of 
fimple  obftrudion  will  remain,  even  though  the 
fwelling  is  pretty  confiderable  in  fixe ; while  in 
others,  where  the  fulids  are  more  tenfc,  a deffruc- 
tion of  organization  will  take  place,  even  though 
the  tumor  is  fmall,  and  we  might  luppofe,  from 
appearance,  iimple  obdrudion  alone  prevailed. 
As  this  remedy  then,  it  would  appear,  was  more 
fuccefsful  with  Baron  Storck  in  the  ffage  of  fwel- 
ling, than  of  ulceration,  I can  account  for  it  only 
in  this  way.  His  veracity  1 would  by  no  means 
think  of  impeaching ; and  efpccially  when  a num- 
ber of  his  cafes  were  fanctioned  by  the  venerable 
authority  of  Van  Sweiten,  and  others.  At  the 
fame  time  I doubt,  if,  in  his  cales,  the  Baron  ad- 
hered always  ftricUy  to  fchirrus;  for  many  of  them 
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appear  to  have  been  fuellings  from  Scrophula,  or 
at  leaf!  of  a doubtful  nature.  Yet  even  though 
this  may  have  been  the  cafe,  (till  there  is  no  room 
for  that  feeptijifm,  fo  illiberally  betrayed  by  many 
authors  on  this  fubject,  and  by  none  more  than 
the  late  Mr  Hill,  furgeon  at  Dumfries,  who,  from 
his  prepofleffion  in  favour  of  extirpation,  has  de- 
cried the  Hemlock  with  the  moll  unjufti  liable  pre- 
judice, and  has  gone  even  the  length  of  affirming, 
“ that  were  it  his  misfortune  to  have  a Cancer, 

“ even  of  the  flighted  kind,  he  would  not  delay 
u a tingle  hour  in  expectation  of  a cure  from 
«•  the  ule  of  the  Hemlock an  abortion  which, 

I am  afraid,  will,  in  moft  cafes,  apply  as  well  to 
extirpation  as'to  the  Hemlock. 

From  the  general  ufe  of  this  remedy,  it  has 
been  exhibited  in  almott  every  form  of  powder,  pill, 
mixture , bolus.  Sec.  When  uled,  it  fliould  not  be 
too  young,  but  gathered  when  its  flowers  decline, 
for,  at  this  time,  its  powers  are  flrongefl ; and  as 
it  is  fenfibly  weakened  by  the  action  of  fire,  its 
recent  powder  is,  perhaps,  its  bell  form.  It  may 
be  begun  with  fix  grains  in  the  day,  and  gra- 
dually increafed  to  the  length  of  feventy,  or  even 
upwards ; but  as  it  is  a medicine  very  apt  to  vary 
in  its  flrength,  from  the  different  circumltances 
of  its  age,  growth,  &c.  the  bell  rule,  that  no  dan- 
ger may  attend  its  ufe,  is  to  begin  with  a fmall 
dofe,  and  carry  it  to  fuch  length,  as  to  fhew  ien- 
fible  effe&s,  by  touching  the  head  and  ftomach  ; 
and  in  this  way  it  has  been  brought  to  120  grains 
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a day : Nay,  one  cafe  is  mentioned  in  the  37th 
volume  of  the  Journal  of  Medicine,  of  360  grains 
of  the  extract  being  daily  ufed . The  fymptoms 
that  mark  its  aClion  in  an  over-dofe,  are  a giddi- 
nefs , affecting  the  bead,  and  motions  of  tke  eyes , as 
if  fomething  pufhed  them  outwards ; a flight  jtck- 
nefs,  and  trembling  agitation  of  the  body.  When 
thefe  occur,  it  ihould  be  pufhed  no  farther.  It 
is  proper  alfo,  at  times,  to  interrupt  its  ufe.  Its 
operation  is  always  flow,  and  a year,  or  longer,  is 
often  required  before  being  fuccefsful.  A new 
form,  in  which  it  has  been,  of  late  applied,  is 
that  of  a bath,  firfl  introduced  with  fuccefs,  ac- 
cording to  report,  into  Germany  ; but  this  re- 
commendation has  had  little  influence  in  this 
country,  it  being  highly  inconvenient  in  its  ap- 
plication. Even  Mr  Juflamond,  the  author  w ho 
firft  made  this  practice  known  in  Britain,  could 
almoft  never  prevail  on  his  patients  to  employ  it. 
It  was  always,  when  employed,  attended  with 
fymptoms  of  a llrong  lymptomatic  fever,  and  a 
large  difcharge  of  mutter  from  the  fores,  with  no 
tendency  to  granulation.  One  remarkable  cafe, 
however,  of  its  fuccefs  in  this  form,  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  Dr  R.  Hamilton.  Its  efleds  were 
fo  fpeedy,  and  fo  conclufive,  as  to  render  it  en- 
titled to  a farther  application.  In  this  cafe,  it 
was  obferved,  that  no  granulation  of  the  ulcer 
took  place,  but  the  Tides  contracted  every  day, 
till  they  became  contiguous,  after  which  they 
united  from  the  bottom  upwards. 
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I have  been  the  more  particular  on  the  Hem- 
lock, as  the  fame  obfervations  on  its  action  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  Narcotic  tribe,  and  they  will 
not,  therefore,  need  to  be  repeated.  It  is  the  cir- 
cumftances  alone  in  which  they  differ  from  each 
other,  that  will  deferve  to  be  pointed  out. 

Deadly  Nightshade,  (Belladonna.) 

Next  to  the  Hemlock,  for  its  powers  over  this 
difeafe,  (lands  the  Deadly  Night-jbade.  That 
cures  have  been  made  with  it,  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  difeafe  as  by  the  Hemlock,  there 
is  little  doubt ; but  that  it  has  as  frequently  fail- 
ed, mud  be  alfo  admitted.  It  was  firft  introduced 
into  pradice  againft  this  dileale  by  Dr  Alberti, 
in  his  diftertation  at  Hall.  It  was  afterwards 
farther  recommended  by  Profeflbr  Lambergen  of 
Groningen,  who,  like  Storck  with  the  Hemlock , 
firft  tried  the  fafety  of  its  exhibition  on  his  own 
perfon  ; and  alfo  by  Dr  !\lunck.  On  the  autho- 
rity of  thefe  authors,  it  has  been  frequently  em- 
ployed fince  by  a number  of  praditioners,  with 
various  fuccefs.  At  the  fame  time  it  tnuft  b^  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  filence  now  held  refpeding  its 
virtues,  is  the  bed  proof  it  has  not  deferved  all 
the  reputation  its  firft  recommenders  bellowed 
upon  it.  One  of  the  mod  convincing  proofs, 
however,  of  its  good  efleds,  is  related  by  Dr  Cul- 
len, where,  though  it  did  not  complete  a cure, 

{till  it  (bowed  itrong  powers  over  the  difeaie  ; tor 
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being  ufed  for  a time,  and  then  laid  afide  for 
an  equal  length  of  time,  the  progrefs  of  the 
malady  correfponded  entirely  to  thefe  periods 
of  its  ufe  and  fufpenfton.  When  fuccelsiul,  it  is 
generally  attended  with  evacuations,  particularly 
by  fweat  or  urine.  It  is  the  leaves  of  the  plant  that 
are  preferred,  and  they  are  employed  in  every  form. 
The  mfuffon  has  been  known  to  bring  on  a dif- 
agreeablc  drynefs,  or  ftrichtre  of  the  throat,  which 
has  often  prevented  its  being  pufhed  to  proper 
lengths.  It  is  begun  with  a grain  dofe,  and  gra- 
dually increafed,  the  paw  dr r of  the  dried  leaves 
is  now  preferred  to  the  infufion. 

WoLFESBANE,  (ACONITUM.) 

Wolfesbane  is  another  remedy  of  this  clafs, 
which,  from  fome  experiments  of  Dr  Storck,  is 
faid  ro  have  been  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady,  where  the  Hemlock  failed.  Its  effects  I 
have  never  had  experience  of,  and,  therefore,  I can 
offer  no  farther  opinion  of  its  nature,  than  as  pof- 
fefiing  the  fame  general  principle  of  action  writh 
the  former  article,  and  being  highly  deleterious, 
which  a number  of  fatal  instances  have  unfortu- 
nately proved ; the  fame  fuccefs  may,  therefore,  be 
expected  from  its  exhibition.  It  is  given,  either 
in  the  form  of  extratt,  or  tincture ; in  the  former, 
two  grains  of  the  infpiffated  juice  are  rubbed  with 
two  drams  of  fugar\  and  of  this  ten  grains  are 
given  night  and  morning.  In  the  latter,  one 

D d 2 part 


212 


OF  CANCER. 


part  of  the  leaves  is  ufed  to  fixteen  of  the  fpirit, 
and  forty  drops  make  a dofe. 

Henbane,  (Hyosciamus.) 

Henbane  is  another  powerful  remedy  of  the 
fame  clafs,  firft  introduced,  like  the  former,  into 
modern  pra&ice  by  Dr  Storck,  againft  this  mala- 
dy ; but  it  has  been  employed  as  an  anodyne  from 
the  earlieft  periods  of  medical  hiftory,  by  the  firft 
phyficians.  For  ufe,  it  is  preferred  in  the  form  of 
extract  from  the  haves , and  being  begun  with  the 
quantity  of  half  a grain,  it  has  been  gradually 
extended  to  the  length  of  halt'  a dram. 

Laurel  Water,  (Aqua  Laurocerasi.) 

The  Laurel  Water  has  been  tried  by  Profefior 
Richter  of  Gotingen  in  various  ways,  in  the  ex- 
tent, of  from  forty  to  fixty  drops.  No  fuccefs 
over  the  difeafe,  as  far  as  we  are  informed  by 
him,  attended  its  ufe  ; and  as  it  produced  dyfen- 
teric,  and  other  morbid  fymptoms,  it  leemed  an 
application  unfafe  to  be  perlifted  in. 


Vomic  Nut,  (Nux  Vomica.) 

Along  with  thefe  Narcotics,  I have  frequently 
joined  the  ufe  of  the  Vomic  Nut,  an  article  poftcll- 
ing  both  ftrong  Tonic,  as  well  as  Narcotic  powers. 

But 
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But  from  all  the  trials  I have  been  able  to 
make,  any  advantage  derived  from  its  ui'e  was 
confined  to  the  ulcerated  date,  and  while  it  gave 
a more  cleanly  appearance  to  the  fore,  it  evident- 
ly increafed  the  fchirrus,  and  occafioned  its  aug- 
mentation. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  Narco . 
tic  tribe , employed  againft  the  prefent  malady  - 
Many  others  may,  perhaps,  be  added  to  them, 
and  I am  informed,  that  among  the  Turks,  feve- 
ral  Narcotics  are  ufed  very  fuccefsfully,  unknown 
to  the  praditioners  of  this  country  ; but  whatever 
their  powers  may  be  in  this  refpeft,  1U11  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  thefe  remedies  is  the  fame  ; 
and  whatever  other  combination  of  quality  they 
unite  with  their  Narcotic  virtue,  the  fame  may 
be  fupplied  by  our  junction  of  the  Narcotics 
known,  with  other  remedies. 


2.  PALLIATIVE. 


This  finifhes  our  examination  of  the  JirJl  part 
of  the  Conjiitutional  treatment  of  Cancer,  or  that 
employed  with  a Radical  view ; but  phvficians 
tailing,  for  the  molt  part,  as  was  formerly  ob- 
lerved,  oi  luccels,  with  thefe  various  remedies 
enumerated,  and  dcfpairing  of  getting  acquainted 
with  any  Specifics  capable  of  effecting  a cure,  have, 
for  foine  time  paft,  from  feeing  their  attempts 
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frequently  increafe  the  violence  of  the  malady* 
contented  themfelves  folely  with  a palliative  mode 
of  relief. 

This  has  differed  in  its  principles,  according  to 
the  different  ltages  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  firf , or  fchirrous  flate,  it  has  been  ap- 
plied to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  tumor  by  ob- 
viating inf  animation,  and  relieving  pain. 

In  the  fecond , or  ulcerous  Rage,  the  fame  end  is 
attempted,  by  counter  aiding  debility,  and  refraining 
the  power  of  the  Hectic. 

Firf  Stage . 

The  indications  of  the  former  are  executed  by 
a fricl  antiphlogific  courfe , particularly  in  the  ufe 
of  /mail  bleedings  from  the  difeafed  part,  repeated 
on  any  increafe  of  pain,  or  ligns  of  increafing  in- 
flammation, fo  as  to  retain  the  fuelling  in  an  in- 
dolent flate.  With  this,  is  joined  the  occafonal 
exhibition  of faline  purgatives , of  a refrigerant  na- 
ture ; and  alfo,  though  more  rarely,  mild  diapho- 
retics, to  preferve  the  excretion  of  furface.  This 
is  the  practice  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr 
Rowley,  and  is  Arid  to  have  been  even  fpecific  in 
a number  of  inflances.  In  cafes  of  pain,  an 
occafonal  anodyne  is  likewife  had  recourfe  to. 

Conne&ed  with  thefe  principles,  and  which 
might  form  even  part  of  this  courfe,  though,  as 
yet  little  adopted,  we  have  the  account  from  Mr 
Pouteau,  of  a curious  pra&ice  employed  by  a 
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Capuchin  of  Malta,  named  the  Cold  Water  Doctor. 
This  practice  confided  in  a very  rigid  abjlinence, 
with  the  ui'e  of  ahnoft  nothing  but  Ice  Water,  and 
this  regimen,  or  Water  Diet,  was  to  be  continued, 
according  to  a certain  plan,  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months.  In  one  perfon,  he  informs  us,  a com-, 
plcte  cure  of  the  difeafe  was  by  this  means  ef- 
fected ; and  in  feveral  who  had  not  pcrfeverance 
to  follow  it  out,  the  difeafe  was,  however,  much 
mitigated.  The  facts  of  Poufeau,  he  being  rather 
a uhimfical  thcorifi,  are  fomewhat  fufpiciout;  but 
this  practice  has  been  repeated  by  Mr  Pcurfon 
of  London,  in  leveral  cafes  of  uterine*  ajfc'iion,  of 
which  he  gives  a detail,  and  in  every  cafe  where 
this  rigid  abdinence  was  perfevered  in,  a maaifeft 
alleviation  of  fvmptoms  occurred.  To  render 
this  plan  Ids  objectionable,  he  alio  adds,  that  the 
patients  did  not  fall  oil  much  under  its  ufe. 
This  would  certainly  point  out  the  diet  bdt  fuited 
to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

The  advantage  of  that  part  of  the  antiphlogif- 
tic  practice,  which  con fi Its  in  the  ufe  of  both  to- 
pical and  general  bleeding,  has  been  ftrongly  en- 
forced by  Mr  Fcaron,  furgeon  in  London,  who 
indeed  contiders  it  as  having  effected  in  a number 
of  cafes,  a complete  cure,  and  as  being  really  a 
fpecific  for  this  malady.  That  the  difeafe,  in  its 
hrft  Rage,  may  be  not  only  lufpended  by  this 
treatment ; but  even,  perhaps,  removed,  may  be 
readily  admitted ; but  in  the  fubfeqjmt  period 
1 am  convinced,  that  a good  deal  more  than 
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fimple  bleeding  is  required  to  produce  a cure;  as 
a proof  of  which,  we  often  find  it  equally  obfli- 
nate  in  thofe  women,  that  labour  under  hcmor- 
rhagia,  (or  flooding),  as  others,  even  where  the 
quantity  difeharged  is  much  more  confiderable 
than  what  is  taken  away  by  venefe&ion.  Its 
only  effeCt,  at  a late  period,  can  be  to  reduce 
the  j 'welling  of  the  contiguous  parts  about  the  fchir- 
rus,  and  in  this  way  it  may  do  fervice.  But  even 
this  lliews  that  the  topical  bleeding  will  be  more 
efFe&ual  than  the  general  one , and  this  lafl  indeed 
fliould  never  be  had  recourfe  to  for  that  purpofe. 

Second  Stage. 

The  indications  of  the  ulcerated  flage  are  ful- 
filled by  the  ufe  of  tonics,  particularly  the  bark , 
a plentiful  exhibition  of  Acids  and  Neutral  Salts,  as 
the  Saline  Julap,  Spiritus  Mindereri,  &c  ; and 
where  the  irritation  is  ftrong,  the  fame  recourfe 
mud  be  had  to  Opiates,  as  in  the  former  flage ; 
and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  what  length  it  is  often  ne- 
ceflary,  in  this  cafe,  to  carry  them.  Indeed,  in 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,  efpecially  where  it  attacks 
a principal  part,  they  become  the  only  folace  ol 
the  mil'erable  patient,  though  often  a very  inef- 
fectual one. 


Sect. 


OF  CANCER. 


217 


* 


Sect.  2.  Of  the  Lrjcal  Treatment  of  Cancer. 

T7ROM  the  Conftitutional,  l proceed  now  to 
the  Local  Treatment  of  Cancer  ; which,  like 
the  former,  has  been  conduced,  either  with  a 
Radical , or  Palliative  view.  The  Local  treatment 
muft  have  been  the  mod  ancient;  for.  it  would 
require  experience,  and  reafoning,  before  men 
could  trace  the  connection  of  the  diieafe  with  the 
conftitution  at  large. 


1.  RADICAL. 

The  Radical  treatment  of  this  difeafe  we  find 
often  fuccefsful.  In  accomphihing  it,  two  me- 
thods have  been  generally  employed,  the  ule  of 
Caujlics  and  Extirpation. 


Caustics. 

THEy?r/?Cauftics  have  been  applied  under  a vaft 
variety  of  forms,  and  many  of  them  have  acquir- 
ed great  celebrity  to  their  inventors,  from  the 
time  of  Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  day.  Under 
certain  limitations,  they  have  received  fome  de- 
gree of  approbation  from  many  firft-rate  prac- 
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titioners ; but,  at  beft,  they  will  be  found  very 
limited  and  uncertain  expedients. 

I lhall  enumerate  a few  of  the  moll  famous  of 
thefe  applications. 

Fuf chius , an  Italian,  we  are  informed,  performed 
many  cures  of  this  difeafe,  with  a powder  of  this 
kind,  which  he  termed  the  Poudre  Benite , or Blejfed 
Powder.  Its  compofition  was  of  Arfenic , Snake- 
root , and  Soot. 

The  fame  we  are  told  by  Van  Helmont,  of 
another  practitioner,  who  employed  Arfenic , mix- 
ed with  Balfam  of  Sulphur. 

Fallopius  ufed,  in  particular  cafes,  Arfenic  and 
Nitre , which  he  termed  Caujlicum  ad  Cancros. 

In  modern  times  thefe  remedies  have  been 
equally  frequent. 

Many  cures  have  been  made  with  the  Arundel 
Powder , a compofition  of  Arfenic  and  Sal  Ammo- 
niac, as  given  by  the  late  Mr  Juftamond. 

Mackaile,  a Scots  practitioner,  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed the  Lapis  Infernalis. 

Gendron  alfures  us  of  the  fame  fuccefs  from 
his  Caujlic.. 

Plunket's  Powder,  is  known  to  have  been  a 
compofition  of  Arfenic  and  Flowers  of  Sulphur , 
along  with  the  powder  of  the  iVatcr  Crowfoot, 
(Ranunculus  flammeus),  made  up  into  a pafte 
with  yolk  of  egg,  and  its  reputation  has  been 
eftablifhed,  beyond  a doubt,  in  many  inftances. 

Still  more  lately,  the  fuccefs  of  Mr  Guy  of 
London,  from  a compofition  of  the  fame  kind,  has 

been  witnefied  by  the  moll  reipeCtable  practition- 
ers. 


OF  CANCER. 


219 


ers.  This  gentleman  indeed,  publifhed  a feled 
collodion  of  cafes  cured  by  this  remedy ; and 
though  he  leaves  us  in  the  dark  with  refped  to 
its  real  compofition,  yet,  from  the  defcription  of 
his  cures,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  his  cotempora- 
ries, there  cannot  remain  a doubt  of  his  employ- 
ing a Caujlic  application  in  one  form  or  oth^r  ; 
an  application  which  he  was  bv  no  means  willing 
to  admit.  Indeed  the  fads  related  bv  Mr  Guy 
himfelf,  of  his  pradicc,  fufticiently  etlabliih  the 
nature  of  his  remedy.  The  circumflances,  he  re- 
lates, as  attending  its  adiou  in  every  cafe  are  : 

1.  A.  ftp  a rat  ion  and  eradication  of  the  di  leafed 
part,  by  which  the  glands  were  often  turned  out 
entire. 

2.  A decree  of  pain  attending  its  application, 
often  very  coniiderable.  And 

3.  The  production  of  a good  digejlion , as  a 
conference  of  the  reparation  of  the  difeufed 
parts. 

Thcfe  fads  then,  viz.  a feparation  of  the  dif- 
eafed  parts,  and  of  the  glands,  often  entire , which, 
he  tells  us,  the  patients  ufed  to  preferve  in  fpirits, 
and  retain,  could  be  etfeded,  efpecially  in  fo  ihort 
a time  as  he  mentions,  by  no  other  means  than  a 
Cauftic  remedy  ; and  his  wi(h  of  an  early  applica- 
tion from  his  patients,  while  the  dileafe  was  yet  in  its 
fchirrous  date,  and  not  tooextenfive,  is  an  additional 
proof  ofthe  fame  fad.  From  the  well  known  effects 
of  Arjenic  in  doing  this  with  little  pain,  and  very 
completely,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  formed  a 
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principal  ingredient  in  his  compofition.  In  th© 
cafes  of  Mr  Guy,  two  facts  occur  deferving  atten- 
tion, viz.  that  he  fucceeded  more  frequently  in 
the  ocult  than  ulcerated  Cancer ; and  alfo  in  the 
accidental  than  in  the  predifpofed.  This  will  be 
ealily  explained  from  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafc, 
and  the  divifion  of  it  formerly  made. 

Bernhard's  Mixture , a remedy  much  ufed  on 
the  continent,  mull  not  be  omitted  here.  It  is 
compofed  chieliy  of  Arfenic , and  artificial  Cinna- 
bar, and  by  none  has  it  been  applied  more  luc- 
cefsfully  than  by  Profeflbr  Richter  of  Gottingen. 
It  is  made  into  a fort  of  parte,  and  laid  on  the  part 
pretty  thick.  Its  gives  little  pain,  and  forms  a 
emit  very  foon  ; on  the  feparation  of  which,  if 
the  fore  is  not  clean,  it  is  applied  afrefh ; this, 
the  Profeflbr  informs  us,  he  has  done  to  the 
length  of fix  times , even  with  fuccefs  at  laft. 

The  laft  remedy  of  this  kind  that  remains  to 
be  taken  notice  of,  is  Dr  Martyn's  Cancer  Pow- 
der, of  which  an  account  is  detailed  in  the  Ame- 
rican tran factions  by  Dr  Rufli.  From  the  credit 
this  medicine  had  acquired,  Dr  Rufli  was  induced 
to  pay  confiderable  attention  to  it,  with  a view 
to  gain  information  of  its  real  nature,  which  the 
author  gave  out  to  be  entirely  vegetable,  and 
originally  an  Indian  remedy.  It  was  fucccfsful 
in  the  fame  cafes  from  Dr  Rufli’s  report,  as  Mr 
Guy’s,  where  the  difeafe  was  evidently  of  the  ac- 
cidental fpecies,  or  ftriblly  local , and  not  exten- 

five.  In  its  application,  it  occafioned  fonie  pain, 
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infiarhmafion,  and  difcharge.  By  the  death  of  the 
inventor,  a quantity  of  it  was  procured  by  Dr 
Rulh,  and  fubmitted  to  experiment,  when  its 
compofition  appeared  to  be  clearly  Arfen'ic , mix- 
ed with  a vegetable  jubjlanct „ the  Fow  ler  oj  the 
Deadly  Night  Shade , (Belladonna),  in  the  pro- 
portion of  a fortieth  part  of  the  mineral  to  one 
of  the  vegetable  powder. 

I have  been  the  more  particular  on  thefe  three 
lad  applications,  both  as  they  are  the  lateil,  and 
as  they  have  given  rife  to  imitations  of  the  fame 
plan.  Thus,  as  At  feme  appears  clearly  the  prin- 
cipahud  active  ingredient  in  them,  as  well  as  in  molt 
of  the  other  Caullics  employed  by  Empyrics,  regu- 
lar practitioners,  of  late,  imitating  the  practice, 
have  attempted  to  employ  it  in  the  fame  way, 
and  that  in  the  form  of  an  impalpable  powder, 
plaijler , or  ointment , either  limply,  or  joined  with 
Antimony , Sulphur , or  even  Mercury , in  the  form 
of  Corrofive  Sublimate.  In  ail  thefe  cafes  it  has 
never  acted  other  wife  than  as  a Jimple  Caujlic , 
without  any  fpecifu:  operation  ; producing  firft  an 
cfciiar,  and,  on  the  reparation  of  this,  an  apparent 
clcannefs  of  the  fore,  with  no  tendency  to  granu- 
late or  cicatrize.  The  mildeft  form  of  it  is  the  oint- 
ment, which  fhouki  be  fpread  very  thin,  and  fhould 
contain  but  a final!  p >rr  ion  of  A rfenic.  In  the  form 
of plniftcr  it  feems  to  have  been  ufed  by  Mr  Guy  ; 
and  from  the  experiments  of  Mr  Judamond,  it 
would  appear,  even  in  this  form,  to  have  been  very 
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quickly  abforbed,  fo  as  to  produce  often  delete- 
rious effe&s  on  the  fyftem. 

Another  imitation  of  the  lame  empyrical  prac- 
tice, has  been  a Cauftic , formed  of  a folution  of 
Iron  and  Sal  Ammoniac,  with  the  addition  of  Oil 
of  Vitriol,  and  Oil  of 'Tartar.  This  was  firft  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  German  Tranfa&ions,  and  was  tried 
by  Mr  Juftamond,  in  Britain,  both  in  the  fchir- 
rous  and  ulcerated  date  of  the  dileafe.  In  the 
latter,  the  edges  of  the  fore  were  gently  touched 
by  it,  and  the  application  made  as  often  as  the 
feelings  of  the  patient  could  bear.  Its  effect  on 
the  difeafe  was  no  way  different  from  the  Arfenic, 
or  other  Cauflics , producing  an  efehar ; on  the 
removal  of  which,  the  fore,  in  fome  cafes,  took 
on  a more  favourable  appearance. 

In  the  fame  way,  there  is  related  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  a mode  of  practice  with  the  Corrofwe 
Sublimate, employed  by  Dr  Willifon  of  Dundee.  It 
is  applied  in  the  form  of  a fine  powder,  fprinkled 
from  a pencil  on  the  edges  of  the  fore,  which  are 
previoufly  bathed  with  warm  water.  The  whole  is 
covered  with  a pedgit  of  Bafilicon,  and  allowed 
to  remain  on  twenty-four  hours,  when,  if  the 
efehar  is  not  loofe  round  all  the  edges,  it  is  again 
covered  up,  and  next  day  the  fame  operation  is 
renew-ed  with  the  corrofive,  wherever  the  Hough 
adheres.  When  all  removed,  it  is  then  to  be 
treated  as  a common  fore. 

A fimilar  practice  to  that  of  Dr  Willifon,  is  re- 
lated by  Dr  Mofeley,  as  a certain  cure  of  all  the 
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external  forms  of  this  difeafe  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Indead  of  fprinkiing  the  Sublimate , from  a pencil, 
on  the  edges  of  the  fore,  a plaijter  of  Diacblyon , 
with  Gum , is  cut  to  the  extent  of  the  Cancerous 
ulcer  or  tumor.  If  the  fore  or  fu  elling  is  the  fixe 
of  a crown  piece,  on  this  plaiftcr  is  fprinkled  to 
the  quantity  of  a dram  of  Corrcfive  Sublimate , 
and  in  this  ftate  it  is  applied  to  the  difeafcd  part ; 
being  allowed  to  remain  on  forty-eight  hours,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  if  the  difeafed  parts  do 
not  feero  fully  feparated,  it  is  allowed  to  remain 
ftill  longer.  On  being  taken  off,  a Poultice  is 
applied,  with  a little  Olive  Oil , and  frequently  re- 
newed till  the  whole  Cancerous  inafs  comes  away. 
The  preference  given  to  the  Corrq/ive,  over  the 
Arfmic,  is  from  the  former  acting  folely  on  difeaf- 
cd, not  found  flelli ; and  being  likewife  a ftimu- 
lus  to  the  adjacent  parts,  to  throw  off  the  difeafe. 
1 cannot  fee,  however,  that  the  Corrofive  can  acl 
in  any  other  way  than  as  a fun  pie  Cauftic,  and 
its  application  muft  be  allowed  to  be  attended 
w ith  much  greater  pain  than  even  the  Arfenic. 

A peculiar  Cauftic,  ufed  by  lome  practitioners 
in  the  uiceiutcd  ftage,  I muft  not  omit  taking 
notice  of  here.  It  is  the  application  of  a burning 
£lafsy  or  lens  to  the  part.  The  pain  excited  by 
this  practice,  we  are  told,  is  much  eafier  to  fup- 
port  than  that  from  any  other  Caufiic.  After  the 
daily  cautenfation  of  the  fore  by  this  means,  (and 
it  requires  a period  of  fome  weeks  to  effect  a cure), 
a comprefs , dipt  in /pints,  is  applied  over  it,  and 
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the  efohar  is  generally  thrown  off  in  the  (pace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  the  furface  below  difplaying 
a vermilion  colour,  and  the  cure  is  effected  with- 
out any  lofs  of  fubftance. 

This  perhaps  may  be  confidercd  as  a refinement 
on  the  old  barbarous  application  of  the  actual 
cautery,  a mode  of  pradice,  which  I am  ferry  to 
find  recommended  frill  in  particular  cafes,  by  a 
man  of  lb  much  authority  and  refpect  as  Profeflor 
Richter. 

From  the  hiftory,  then,  of  thefe  different  appli- 
cations which  I have  now  enumerated,  it  Hands 
an  undoubted  fact , vouched  by  the  moll  refped- 
able  authorities  at  different  periods  of  medical 
hiftory,  that  Catiftics  have  been  often  luccefsful 
in  the  cure  of  this  dilcafe,  both  in  its  occult  and 
ulcerated  ftage.  It  remains,  therefore,  belore 
leaving  the  fubjed,  that  I lliould  endeavour  to 
eftablifh  what  particular  circumftances  are  eflen- 
tial  to  their  fucceis,  when  practitioners  fhall  deter- 
mine on  their  ufe. 

It  is  clear  that  no  Cauftic  can  ad  in  any  other 
way  than  by  the  dejtruiiion  of  the  part  to  which 
it  is  applied  ; and,  in  order  to  be  fuccefsiul,  it 
mud  reach  beyond  the  feat  of  the  dilcafe.  It 
mull  act  deep , and  not  /imply  irritate , but  actually 
deftroy.  The  chief  difficulty,  therefore,  will  be 
in  determining  the  extent  of  the  dileaie.  In  ac- 
cidental Cancer  it  is  true,  this  extent  may  be  ge- 
nerally determined  by  the  ftate  of  the  lymphatics 
leading  to  the  part ; but  in  the  prcdijpofed,  which 
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is  the  mod  frequent,  this  criterion  will  not  apply, 
In  many  fchirrous  fwelliiigs,  alto,  from  an  acci- 
dental caufe,  often  the  whole  turner  is  not  in  a 
fchirrous  date  ; the  application  then  will  be  fuc- 
ccfsful,  and  has  been  lb,  even  if  applied  to  that 
part  which  has  not  taken  on  the  dilcaitd  or  Jpe- 
tific  action. 

But  in  applying  a Caudle  to  a real  Cancerous 
fuelling  or  lore,  by  not  taking  in  the  whole  part 
a Heeled,  its  action  often  proves  but  an  mlited  irrita- 
tion for  extending  the  malady  ; and  hence  we  find 
the  neighbouring  lymphatics Jiveiied  after  it.  To  in- 
fare,  therefore,  with  certainty,  the  fucccfs  of  a 
Cauftic,  its  application  Ihould  be  always  extended 
beyond  the  feat  of  the  difeal'e,  fo  as  to  jeparate  it 
entirely,  to  its  very  bottom,  from  the  found  part  ; 
and  this  part  only  ihould  receive  the  allion  of*  the 
remedy.  It  is  from  an  attention  to  this  circum- 
flonce,  1 am  convinced,  that  the  practice  of  the  late 
Mr  Guy,  as  well  as  of  many  others,  acquired  cele- 
brity. In  the  ufe  of  Caujhcs,  the  nicety  feems  to  be, 
to  determine  that  their Jircngtb  be  not  fo  great  as 
to  occalion  much  pain  and  inflammation,  and  yet 
lb  flic  lent  to  remove  the  difeafed  part ; a point 
which  is  only  to  be  gained  by  experience,  from 
the  frequent  application  of  fuch  remedies,  fo  as 
to  give  the  practitioner  a dreifion  in  their  ufe ; 
we  find  feme  of  the  firit  Cauftic  practitioners, 
in  fume  cafes,  err  in  this  refpeci,  where  parti- 
cular irritability  of  conftitutkwi  occurred  : And 
fo  very  attentive  feem  both  Mr  Guy  and  Dr 
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Martyn  to  have  been  to  this,  that  their  applica- 
tions, when  made  to  a found  part,  did  not  even 
break  the  Ikin. 

The  practice  of  Mr  Guy  feems  to  have  been 
fomewhat  different  from  the  common  mode  of 
applying  Caultics  ; and  he  extended  their  opera- 
tion farther  than  what  molt  Cauftic  practitioners 
have  ventured  to  attempt.  His  method,  in  glan- 
dular parts,  where,  with  molt  others,  they  have 
failed,  was  by  enucleation  of  the  tumor,  or  draw- 
ing it  out , as  he  termed  it.  This  was  applying  the 
Cauftic  folely  to  the  contiguous  parts,  fo  as  to  fe- 
parate  their  adhefions,  and  notextending  its  action 
to  the  tumor  at  all.  This  was  tried  in  one  cafe  by 
Mr  Juftamond,  but  not  with  the  ready  eftetf:  dis- 
played by  Mr  Guy. 

On  the  fame  plan  with  him,  we  find  a French 
practitioner,  in  the  life  of  the  Arfinic , Chapius, 
direct  the  fwelling  to  be  fur  rounded  with  a fort  of 
Ar finical  Ligature,  fo  as  to  turn  it  out  entirely. 

During  the  time,  alfo,  that  their  Gaudies  were 
employed,  the  molt  fucceftful  of  theie  practition- 
ers confined  their  patients  very  much  to  a parti- 
cular regimen  ; and  the  ufe  of  mucilaginous  liquids , 
as  the  Lini-ficd  Tea,  &e,  was  recommended  in 
confiderable  quantity. 

buch  is  my  opinion  of  Gaudies,  th efufi  fpecies 
pf  Local  treatment  of  this  dileate,  a remedy,  at 
times  fuccefsful,  but  always  precarious,  and  requir- 
ing more  judgment  and  experience  for  its  ule,  than 

fails  to  the  fliare  of  mod  practitioners ; always  niif- 
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chsevous  in  its  effeds,  where  injudicioufly  em- 
ployed, as  I have  too  often  vvitnefled,  by  extend- 
ing the  progrefs  of  the  malady  ; and  it  is  never  to 
be  traded,  wherever  a predifpolition  prevails  in 
the  habit,  the  cafe  which  mod  frequently  occurs. 


Extirpation, 

Leaving  it  then  as  an  inededual  mode  of  treat- 
ment, I proceed  to  examine  the  next,  which  has 
been  preferred  by  mod  furgoom,  viz..  extirpation . 

If  extirpation,  however,  was  fo  frequently  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  is  alledged,  there  could  not  a doubt 
remain  of  the  preference  it  would  deferve ; but 
experience,  I am  afraid,  thews  us  too  much  the 
reverie  of  this  ; and  fmcc  the  certainty  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  by  no  means  counter-balances  the  pain  and 
danjer  which  mud  unavoidably  refult  from  it, 
it  becomes  proper  to  conilder,  before  wc  have  rc- 
courfe  to  fuch  a meafure,  in  what  particular 
circum dances  we  may  trud  to  its  fucctis.  This 
quellion  has  been  often  treated  by  pradition- 
ers ; and  the  hid  authorities,  in  pbyfic,  are 
found  on  both  Tides.  The  chief  evidence  ad- 
duced in  favour  of  extirpation^  is  the  cafes  of 
the  late  Mr  Iiili,  furgecn  at  Dumfries,  which, 
though  to  be  regarded  as  fo  man  y folk  ary  fads,  in 
oppofition  to  many  of  the  firft  names  in  medicine, 
have  been  chcrifhed  by  mod  modern  operators, 
with  an  avidity,  that  only  prejudice,  and  the  in- 
curable nature  of  the  malady  can  account  for. 
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Out  of  eighty-eight  cafes  on  which  the  operation 
was  performed  by  this  gentleman,  no  lefs  t han  fixty- 
tliree,  he  informs  us,  received  a complete  cure, 
and  died  at  lad,  without  any  return  of  the  dif- 
order,  mod  of  them  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
proportion  of  fuccefs  here,  lb  far  exceeds  what 
has  ufually  fallen  to  the  fit  are  of  other  pradition- 
ers,  even  the  mod  dextrous,  that  though  I do 
not  mean  to  call  in  quedion  the  veracity  of  the 
account,  1 may  with  fomc  confidence  aflrm,  that 
tliis  fuccefs  is  not  to  be  depended  on  as  a eonftant 
or  genera!  rule  ; and  that  the  practitioner  who 
cxpe&s  a dmilarly  happy  termination,  will,  lor  the, 
mod  part,  be  woefully  diiappointed ; although 
every  allowance  be  made,  both  for  the  fiperior 
dexterity  of  modern  furgeons,  and  their  nice  ma- 
nagement of  the  after-treatment.  That  fchirrus 
is  frequently  in  its  incipient  date  a local  difeafe, 
1 have  already  fliewn  in  the  divilion  ol  the  differ- 
ent fpecics  of  Cancer,  but  that  it  is  always,  or 
even  for  the  mod  part  fo,  I can  by  no  means  ad- 
mit. Hence  Mr  Kill's  opinion  proceeds  evident- 
ly on  a falie  idea.  Were,  indeed,  the  poifon  in- 
troduced from  without,  there  could  not  remain  a 
doubt  ofthe  judicc  of  his  fenliments,  but  when 
the  reverie  of  this  is  apparent,  is  it  not  natural  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  fame  ftnte  of  the  general  habit , 
which  gave  rife  to  the  local  affection,  will  conti- 
nue its  effects  on  the  contiguous  parts  after  it  is 
removed;  and  do  wc  not  find  it  every  day  the 
cafe  ? It  has,  unluckily,  been  the  wifh  of  mod 
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furgeom  to  ftipport  Mr  Hill’s  opinion,  and  we 
fird,  in  one  of  the  latch  and  mcft  popular  publi- 
cations, this  doctrine  ftrongly  inculcated  by  one 
to  whofe  judgment  I would  with  to  pav  rei'petd, 
d:d  experience  in  this  inftance  authorise  if.  Mr 
Bell**  pacing  the  account  of  Mr  Hill  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  that  of  the  late  Dr  Monro,  and  many  of 
the  lirit  writers,  endeavours  to  invalidate  the  tefti- 
ntonv  of  the  latter,  by  many  probable  arguments  : 
Thefe  cannot,  I fhouid  imagine,  have  their  weight 
with  any  one  who  has  carefully  infpected  the  re- 
cords of  any  hofpital  where  the  operation  for  this 
difeafe  is  frequent;  for  there  we  meet  with 
calcs  in  nil  llages  of  its  pro  pels,  as  wcil  as  in 
its  la  ft  and  deplorable  date,  the  circumstance 
upm  which  Mr  Bell  lays  the  great  II refs  of 
hb  reafoning,  Mr  Hill’s  cafes,  when  critically 
examined,  arc  highly  inconcluiivc.  The  greater 
number  of  them,  from  his  own  detail,  are  inOan- 
ces  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  or  a Phagadenie  foie, 
which  we  know  is  frequently  healed,  independent 
of  any  operation,  often  by  nature  alone  ; fo  that 
the  fame  argument  ufed  againft  Storck,  in  his 
account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Hemlock,  will  apply 
to  Mr  Hill  scales.  A fondnefs  for  operating,  per- 
haps led  him  to  employ  the  knife  in  many  instances 
where  it  was  unneceffary.  The  true  kind  of  Can- 
cer, which  Ihould  be  the  tell  of  any  mode  of  prac- 
tice, is  its  having  affected  a glandular  part , or  a 

/ Me  Bi.ll  on  Ulcers,  page  303  ; ind  Syflcm  of  Surgery, 
rol.  2d,  page  434,  &c. 
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\Wt  oi  a complex  ftrue’vre,  ns  the  female  brer.  11, 
and  male  tclhcle  ; anti  it  is  alone  from  its  fuccefs 
here,  that  the  fuperiority  of  extirpation,  or  any 
other  mode  of  cure,  is  to  be  judged  of.  Laying 
afde,  then,  the  hofpital-praclice  entirely,  we  are 
informed,  by  a practitioner  of  feme  eminence  in 
London,  in  one  of  the  lateft  publications  on  the 
fubject,  that  having  attended  particularly  to  all 
the  cafes  of  extirpation  for  the  laft  thirty  years  in 
that  metropolis,  under  the  moil  eminent  furgeons, 
the  refult  of  his  obfervations  has  been,  that  in  ge- 
nuine Cancer  of  the  bread,  it  lias  very  generally 
failed  ; even  tire  moil  favourable  cafes  being  only 
a temporary  alleviation,  in  order  to  be  fuccefs- 
ful,  however,  in  fucli  cafes,  it  is  con  tended,  that  ex- 
tirpation mull  be  performed  at  an  early  period  of  the 
difeafe,  before  two  circumftances  occur,  viz.  cither 
the  affection  of  neighbouring  lymphatics , or  the  rel- 
ief on  of  the  difealed  part  to  contiguous  mujcles. 

From  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe.,  however,  al- 
ready delivered  in  the  full  part  of  this  work,  it 
will  appear, 

1.  That  there  is  the  greateft  difliculty  in  ascer- 
taining, at  an  early  peiiocl , whether  the  difeafe 
conliits  in  fun  pie  ohftrublion,  or  real  f chirr  its  ; that 
remedies,  therefore,  to  have  effect,  fbould  be  per- 
ilfied  in;  and  that  we  fhould  by  no  means  be  rafh 
in  having  recourfe  to  an  operation,  when  there 
may  be  a chance  of  its  being  unneceflary. 

2.  Wherever  the  difeafe  is  making  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  the  great  reafon  urged  for  an  operation, 
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there  is  always  the  higheft  danger  of  its  being 
unTuccefsful,  that  is.  of  the  ditea-e  being  caniVitu- 
t tonal ; and  then  its  extent,  mail  be  either  un- 
known to  the  operator,  or  cannot  be  traced  by  him. 
Hence  Mr  Fear  ion’s  reafoning  on  this  point,  laying 
aiide  the  conftitutiona!  taint  altogether,  isperfedly 
juft,  when  he  contends,  that  “ when  the  bread,  for 
example,  is  afTcded  by  Cancer,  diilant  parts  of  that 
gland  may  bee  >me  the  feat  of  the  morbid  alteration 
about  the  fame  period.  Tilde  feveral  difeafed 
portions  may  not  advance  with  equal  celerity  ; 
but  while  one  portion  has  acquired  a.conHderable 
bulk,  the  other  altered  parts  may  be  fcarcely  ob- 
jeds  of  attention.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
the  more  obvioody  morbid  parts  may  be  remov- 
ed, but  the  difeufe  being  only  in  progreffioo,  no 
man  can  be  certain,  without  removing  the  whole 
bread,  that  he  ha>  not  left  feme  fibres.  If,  how- 
ever, the  d if  cafe  ihall  continue,  without  increasing 
during  fevend  years,  one  may,  in  general,  con- 
clude, tint  its  boundaries  are  more  aecu  lately  de- 
fined.” If  this  reafoning  then  is  juft,  which  ex- 
perience every  day  fundions,  the  dodiine  of  Mr 
Bell  mull  be  highly  exceptionable  in  wifhirtg  to 
have  recouifeto  the  operation  in  the  earlieft  Huge 
ot  the  malady.  It  is^onlv,  l conceive,  when  it 
fhews  evident  marks  ot  being  iiationary,  that  there 
is  even  a probable  fecurity  by  the  operation. 

This  rcaforung  will,  alfo  be  particularly  applicable 
where  the  difeafe  occurs  at  a fo  maw  hat  earlier 
period  of  life,  before  the  coaftitutionaj  changes,  as 


we 


23- 


OF  CANCER. 


we  formerly  obferved,  which  enfue  on  the  colla- 
tion of  the  menHrual  di [charge  in  women,  are 
fully  eHablilhed  for  any  precipitation  ; to  have 
recourfe  then,  to  an  operation,  mud  argue  an 
extreme  ignorance,  not  to  lay  world,  in  any  prac- 
titioner. 

Even  the utilitv  to  mankind,  of  confidering  Can- 
cer as  a local  affection,  maybe  alfo  very  much  called 
in  queflion.  It  gives  a prejudice  in  favour  of  ope- 
rating, and  thus  withdraws  the  attention  of  practi  - 
tioners from  the  invcltigation  of  the  lubject,  and 
blunts  the  ardour  for  finding  out  a remedy,  which 
fliould  be  their  great  objedt  ; for,  as  Dr  Rufli  well 
obferves,  to  pronounce  a difeafe,  in  its  nature  in- 
curable, is  too  often  to  render  it  fo. 

But,  in  addition  to  the  real  inefhcacy  ol  the 
operation  againlt  a return  of  the  difeafe,  another 
argument  has  been  employed  by  many  piac.fi- 
tioners,  viz.  that  its  recurrence,  in  1'uch  cates  ol 
relaple,  is  attended  with  an  increafed  agony  and 
pain.  Whether  this  is  really  the  cafe,  will,  per- 
haps, be  difficult  to  eftablifh;  but  it  is  cleai,  as 
the  difeafe  is  eflentiallv  connedtcd  with  a debili- 
tated Hate  of  the  fyftem,  the  operation,  and  its 
confequences,  mult  certainly  coniiderably  in- 
creafe  this  already  predominent  Hate  of 'weaknefs. 

1 have  thus  offered  my  opinion  at  Iome  length 
againlt  extirpation.  But,  in  fpite  of  whatever 
may  be  advanced  againlt  it,  lince  with  molt  hu- 
geous it  will  Hill  remain  a preferable  mode  of 
procedure,  I ftiall  examine,  next,  the  particular 
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cafes  to  which  it  is  applicable,  and  the  moll  ap- 
proved method  of  performing  it  ; which  will  even 
tend  to  point  out  its  very  circumlcribed  operation 
as  a general  remedy  againft  this  difeafe. 

r.  Operation  for  the  Breast. 

1 1 is  agreed  by  all  furgeom,  that  a proper  cx- 
tirpable  Mammary  Cancer,  mud  be  loofe,  not  too 
extenlive  in  its  feat,  and  not  having  fpread  its  in- 
fluence very  much  to  neighbouring  glands;  yet, 
even  the  fwelling  of  a gland  or  two  in  the  arm- 
pit,  (or  axilla,)  it  isobferved,  fliould  not  abfolute- 
ly  deter  from  the  operation,  as  fuch  a fwelling 
has  been  known  to  fubfide  after  the  removal  of  the 
difeafed  bread.  To  afeertain  what  connections 
the  difeafe  may  have  formed  with  contiguous 
muffles,  we  make  trial  of  the  different  motions 
which  thefe  muffles  arc  accudomed  to  perform. 
In  its  adheiion  to  the  pc<5toral  mufcle  lolely,  the 
connexion  is  flight ; but  where  it  is  connected  to 
the  intercoltal  mufcles,  or  pleura,  the  union  is 
much  ftronger.  In  the  adheiion  to  the  peftoral 
mufcle,  the  motion  of  the  bread  is  little  affedted, 
and  this  adheiion  is  only  to  be  afeertained  by  mov- 
ing it  backwards  and  forwards,  in  a direction  paral- 
lel to  the  fibres  of  this  mufcle,  or  from  the  top  of 
the  {boulder  towards  the  under  and  middle  part  of 
the  fternum.  The  writer,  whofe  opinion  deferves 
moil  attention  on  this  fubjecl,  is  the  celebrated 
M.  Le  Cat,  and  he  has  certainly  carried  his  ideas 
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ol  the  extirpablc  nature  of  Mammary  Cancer,  far- 
ther than  will  be  admitted  by  mod  operators, 
however  fanguine  in  its  favour.  Even  the  ftrong 
adhelion  of  the  difeafe  to  a neighbouring  part  is, 
with  him,  no  objection,  as  he  gives  us  indances  of 
his  having  removed  part  of  the  pcFtoml  mufcle, 
and  of  the  cure  having  been  fuccefsful. 

Having  determined  on  the  propriety  of  the 
operation,  and  fixed  upon  the  time  of  performing 
it,  which,  in  a young  patient,  fhould  be  at  a period 
as  remote  as  poflible  from  the  expeided  return  of 
the  mendrual  difeharge,  the  removal  ol  the  dii- 
cafe  is  to  be  conducted  in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  may  be  either  laid  on  a table,  or 
fcated  in  a chair.  The  former  of  thefe  pofitions, 
though,  perhaps,  more  convenient,  both  for  the 
patient  and  operator,  has  the  difadvantage  ot  be- 
ing rather  formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  will 
on  that  account,  be  generally  objected  to.  The 
chair  then  being  adopted,  an  adidant  Hands  be- 
hind, with  one  arm  over  each  ihoulder  ol  the  pa- 
tient, to  ftretch  the  (kin,  and  obferve  the  lituation 
of  the  vedels  in  the  operation.  The  furgeon 
places  himfelf  on  a feat  before,  and  begins  his  in- 
cifion  with  a common  fcalpel,  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom  of  the  (welling,  i(  the  bread  only  is  afitcl- 
ed,  but,  in  bringing  it  down,  he  avoids  the  litua- 
tion of  the  nipple,  by  palling,  at  lead,  an  inch  to 
one  fide.  The  teguments  are  then  to  be  care- 
fully differed  back  from  the  fwelling,  and  when 

fmifhcd,  to  be  held  afide  by  the  adidant.  d he 
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glandular  part,  or  feat  of  the  difeafe,  is  next  to  be 
feparated  from  its  conne&iom,  and  while  it  is  exe- 
cuting, the  arm  of  that  lidc  fhould  be  feme  what 
railed,  fo  as  to  avoid  interfering  with  the  pectoral 
mufcle,  provided  there  is  no  adhelion;  but  it  there 
is,  then  the  pe&oral  mufcle  mull  not  be  1 pared. 

On  the  removal  of  the  bread,  a minute  infpec- 
tion  of  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  to  be  made, 
that  no  remains  of  it  may  be  left  ■,  and  on  tiiis 
account  the  operation  fhould  detach  the  whole 
glandular  part,  and  no  partial  extirpation  ever  be 
permitted. 

A partial  extirpation,  however,  is  an  argument 
often  urged  by  furgeons  with  their  patients,  to 
bring  them  to  confent  to  an  early  operation  ; but 
from  the  bell  pnuflice  it  appears  not  to  be  founded 
on  expediency.  This  being  the  cafe,  the  firongefl 
reafon  for  an  early  removal  of  the  part,  fo  llre- 
nuoufly  urged  by  Mr  Bell,  falls  to  the  ground. 

T ire  extirpation  being  thus  fmifhed,  the  blood 
vefleis  require  to  be  fee u red ; for  this  end,  the  fur- 
lure  of  the  wound  fhould  be  attentively  wiped  with 
a fponge  to  diicover  them,  and  even  the  fraalleft 
that  prefent,  lhould  be  tied  ; for  if  not  complete- 
ly done,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  be  alarm- 
ed with  a bleeding,  fame  hours  after  the  operation, 
or  as  foon  as  any  motion  of  the  ribs  takes  place  : 
This  occalions  removing  the  dreilings,  which,  if 
not  hazardous,  is  always  inconvenient  and  trouble- 
fome.  Even  a hemorrhage  has  been  known  to  take 
place  without  any  external  appearance,  and  has 
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proved  nearly  fatal,  which  renders  this  extreme 
precaution,  with  regard  to  the  vefiels,  the  more 
necefiary. 

The  remaining  ftep  is  to  bring  the  divided  te- 
guments into  contad,  and  fecure  them.  For  this 
purpofe,  two  or  three  ligatures  fhould  be  palled 
at  convenient  diltances,  obferving  only  that  the 
ends  of  the  threads  on  the  velfels  be  allowed  to 
hang  out  externally.  To  promote  adhefion  Hill 
more,  a moderate  p re  fibre  is  to  be  made  with  the 
bandage,  viz.  the  napkin  and  lcapulary,  firft  drefi- 
ing  the  wound  w’ith  fome  emollient  liniment,  and 
applying  a comprefs  to  moderate  the  preflure  of 
the  bandage. 

Though  direded  in  this  manner,  in  the  gene- 
rality of  cafes,  yet  this  operation,  like  molt  others, 
mult  vary  fome  what  in  the  mode  ot  performing 
it,  according  to  the  morbid  circumltances.  Thus, 
in  lie  ad  of  the  external  incifion  recommended, 
where  part  of  the  ikin  of  the  breaft  is  difeafed, 
the  form  of  it  mult  be  made  lb  as  to  include  the 
difeafed  portion,  and  may  be  circular,  oblong,  &c. 
as  the  judgment  of  the  operator  fhall  dired. 

But  in  all  cafes,  the  laving  as  much  lkin  as 
poffible,  fhould  be  laid  down  as  an  indifpenf- 
able  rule,  both  as  tending  to  facilitate  the  procefs 
of  healing  ; and  alfo  as  preventing  that  expofure 
to  the  efteds  ot  external  irritation,  which  a tcndci 
new  Ikin  is  more  iubjeded  to  ; and  which  may  oc- 

calion  a return  of  the  difeafe. 

When  the  glands  of  the  arm-pit,  or  clavicle, 

are  alfo  difeafed,  as  well  as  thole  of  the  breaft,  be- 
tides 
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Edes  the  incifion  in  the  latter,  another  incifkm 
mud  be  dire£ed  from  it  into  them,  ib  as  to  de- 
tach  them  completely  from  their  place,  it  it  can 
he  efi'c&ed  with  lafety,  of  which  the  practitioner 
mud  judge. 

The  treatment  of  the  fore  thould  be  as  nearly 
as  pollible  that  of  a iimple  wound,  and  the  liga- 
tures on  the  vefl’els  generally  fall  oil  in  four  or  live 
days.  The  great  point  is  to  heal  by  the  fidl 
intention,  and  prevent  the  formation  of  matter. 

2.  Operation  for  the  Testicle. 

After  tiie  bread,  1 am  next  to  confider  the 
mode  of  performing  the  operation  of  Cancer  in 
the  Tedicle.  The  fymptora  which  determines  the 
propriety  of  it  here,  is  the  fpermatic  cord  appear- 
ing free  from  difeale;  but  tins  is  fomewhat difficult 
to  be  dirtinguilhed  where  a fluid  is  interpofed, 
or  when  hydrocele  takes  place,  and  extends  to  the 
cord.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  in  every  cafe 
w here  a doubt  appears,  thatouropinion.on  the  pro- 
priety of  operating,  be  deferred  till  the  fluid  is  dif- 
charged,  and  the  Hate  of  the  teflicle,  as  well  as 
the  cord,  can  be  accurately  examined.  Whoever 
confults  Mr  Pott’s  cafes  on  this  fubjeS,  will  fee 
the  necellity  for  this  ; and  the  ufual  marks  of  the 
progrefs  of  Cancer  in  other  parts  will  equally 
determine  our  opinion  here. 

On  having  afeertained,  then,  the  date  of  the 
cord,  by  a previous  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  and 
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found  it  free  from  difeafe,  the  operation  is  then 
to  be  performed.  The  patient  is  laid  on  a table, 
or  bed,  on  his  back,  with  his  legs  hanging  down, 
and  held  afide  by  two  afiiftants ; having  Readi- 
ed the  tumor  with  his  hand,  an  inciiion  is  then  to 
be  carried  by  the  operator  through  the  teguments 
and  cellular  fubdance,  for  its  whole  extent;  when 
the  tefticle  and  cord  come  into  view,  and  the  in- 
cifion  is  to  be  made  from  a little  above  where  it 
is  intended,  the  cord  fliould  be  divided.  Round 
the  latter,  a ligature  is  then  to  be  put  and  drawn 
as  tight  as  poflible,  fo  as  both  to  prevent  the  dan- 
ger of  hemorrhage,  and  to  deftroy  quickly  the 
vitality  of  the  part ; and,  in  order  to  pal's  the  li- 
gature eafily,  the  cord  ftiould  be  raifed  up  by  the 
furgeon  from  the  parts  beneath,  before  attempt- 
ing it.  When  the  ligature  is  fixed,  the  cord  may 
be  then  divided  about  two  inches  below  it,  and 
by  pufhing  the  finger  behind  the  cord  and  tefticle, 
the  latter  may  be  turned  out  ot  its  feat,  being 
eafily  feparated  from  the  thin  flieath  with  a fcalpel. 

Any  veflels  of  the  ferotum  that  prelent,  which 
are  often  pretty  numerous  in  this  difeale,  and 
much  enlarged,  may  then  be  taken  up,  and  this 
fin iflies  the  operation.  lhe  fame  attention  is 
to  be  paid  here  to  the  laving  of  the  lkin,  as  in  the 
operation  for  Mammary  Cancer.  But  it  pait  of 
it  is  difeafed  and  indurated,  or  forms  ftrong 
adhefions  to  the  tefticle,  it  may  be  removed 
with  lefs  difadvantage  to  the  after  healing,  than 
in  the  breaft,  from  its  loofeneis  and  flaccidity  ; 
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and  it  may  be  either  removed  by  itielf,  or,  indead 
of  this,  an  incifion  may  be  brought  down  on  each 
fide  of  it  during  the  operation,  fo  as  to  leave  it 
adhering  to  the  tetlicle  when  the  latter  is  difled- 
ed.  The  (ides  of  the  teguments  are  then  to 
be  brought  into  contact,  either  by  flips  of  ad- 
he  five  plaifter,\>r  elfe  by  ligatures,  as  in  the  for- 
mer operation,  if  there  is  much  retrudion ; and 
the  fame  dreflings,  and  attention  to  moderate 
preflure  are  enjoined,  to  facilitate  adhefion. 

3.  Amputation  or  Penis. 

Of  all  the  operations,  this  is  the  mod  direful  one 
that  can  he  propofed  to  a patient,  and  which  fliould 
never  be  attempted  without  the  mod  inevitable 
necefiity.  The  fymptoms  by  which  we  judge  of 
its  fuccefs,  are  the  difeafe  not  having  fpread  with- 
in the  Symphyfis  pubis,  and  there  being  no  aflec- 
tion  of  the  inguinal  glands.  It  is  performed  by 
making  an  incifion  in  the  found  part  of  the  mem- 
ber, beyond  the  difcoloured  hard  circle,  marking 
the  extent  of  the  difeafe.  Before  beginning  it, 
an  a flifiant  fliould  grafp  the  penis  below  the  fc re- 
turn, and  pufli  it  forward  as  much  as  poflible,  re- 
taining it  in  that  politico,  while  the  furgeon  draws 
forward  the  Ikin  us  far  as  he  can,  and  fccures  it 
from  flipping,  by  puffing  a ligature  three  or  four 
times  round  it.  The  incifion  is  then  to  be  made, 
and  may  be  completed  at  one  or  two  ftrokes,  as 
the  operator  pleafes : If  at  one,  which  is  prefer- 
able, 
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able,  he  firfi:  divides  the  Corpora  Cavernofa,  and 
then  flops,  till  the  blood  vefTels,  which  are  often 
in  an  enlarged  flate,  are  lecured  by  ligatures, 
employing  the  tenaculum,  as  beft  fuited  for  this 
purpofe.  The  number  of  the  veflels  requiring  li- 
gature, will  feldom  exceed  three,  and  one  or  two 
in  the  teguments.  On  fee  til  ing  t he  veflels,  he 
then  divides  the  urethra,  and  finifiies  the  opera- 
tion. It  will  feldom  be  neceflary  to  introduce  a 
canula  into  the  urethra,  if  the  operation  is  per- 
formed with  proper  attention  to  the  excilion  ol 
the  external  (kin  ; and  even  if  the  orifice,  which  is 
feldom  the  cafe,  fliould  tend  to  dole,  the  ufe  ol 
a bougie,  can  eafily  reftore  it.  The  wound  is  to 
be  drefled  in  the  ufual  manner,  requiring  no  parti- 
cular management,  and  the  teflicles  lhould  be 
fufpended  all  the  time  of  the  cure. 

4.  Extirpation  of  the  Lip. 

The  lip,  the  laft  fituation  on  which  an  opera-, 
tion  is  performed,  does  not,  it  fmall,  require  that 
nice  diferimination  before  attempting  the  ope- 
ration, which  is  neceflary  in  the  others  I have 
deferibed,  as  we  have  nothing  to  fear  here  but  a 
flight  deformity  originating  from  it. 

If  the  difeafe  occupy  only  a part  of  the  lip,  the 
operation  for  the  harelip  is  to  be  employed,  and 
the  fteps,  in  conducting  it,  are  Amply  as  follow  : 

The  patient  is  to  be  placed  on  a low  chair,  or 

feat,  before  which  the  furgeon  takes  his  Hand. 

lie 
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He  then  grafps  the  lip  on  one  Pule  of  the  (Ideated 
portion,  betwixt  the  thumb  and  fore- finger  of  his 
left  hand,  while  an  sibilant  does  the  fame  a little 
farther  on,  which  enables  him  to  moke  his  inci- 
fiori  with  a common  fcalpel  the  whole  extent  of 
the  difeafe;  he  carries  it  downu  arus,  in  order  that, 
if  poifible,  on  a fimilar  incifion  being  made  on 
the  other  tide,  for  the  fame  extent,  the  two  may 
form  an  inverted  V.  Having  removed  the  difeal- 
cd  part,  the  veflels  are  to  be  allowed  tor  lbmc  time 
to  bleed  freely ; and  the  divided  edges  mull  be  exa- 
mined, fo  that  they  may  be  made  to  correfpond  ex- 
actly when  brought  into  contact.  This  la  it  part  of 
the  operation  is  effected  by  means  of  the  tw$ed Ju- 
iwc.  To  facilitate  this  part,  the  cheeks  fliould 
be  pirfhed  forward  as  much  as  poflible,  and  re- 
tained in  this  Hate  by  the  affiftant.  In  puffing 
the  pins,  the  under  one  is  to  be  firft  Introduced,  at 
about  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  fore,  and  car* 
ried  nearly  to  the  bottom  ; another  is  to  be  infert- 
ed  about  the  middle,  and  a third  at  its  fuperior 
edge  : But  though  three  are  generally  fufticient, 
the  number  mult  be  determined  by  the  extent  of 
the  diviiion.  In  pafling  the  ligature,  it  is  to  be 
begun  with  the  pin  firft  applied,  and  made  topafs 
three  or  four  turns  over  it,  fo  as  to  deferibe  a figure 
of  8,  and  then  continued  to  the  next  in  the  fame 
manner  ; and  fo  on  fucceilively.  Over  the  whole,  a 
thick  plailter  of  mucilage  is  to  be  applied,  and  no 
removal  of  the  future  is  to  take  place  till  a firm 
adhefion  of  the  fides  appears,  which  is  commonly 
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formed  in  fix  or  eight  days,  when  the  pins  are  to 
be  cautioufly  withdrawn. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  operation  will  depend  on 
two  circumftances ; i fl,  the  neatnefs  with  which 
the  divided  edges  are  brought  into  contaCt  ; and 
'idly,  their  degree  of  clofenefs,  which  fhould  never 
be  carried  fo  far  as  to  endanger  inflammation. 

For  this  operation,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  the 
fciffars  are  equally  proper  as  the  fcalpel. 

But  when,  inltead  of  a part,  the  difeafe  occu- 
pies the  whole  lip,  this  operation  cannot  be  em- 
ployed, and  Hill  lefs  fo  when  it  extends  to  the 
cheek.  In  fuch  cafes,  all  that  can  be  done,  is  to 
remove  the  difeafed  parts,  if  practicable,  and  treat, 
the  part  afterwards  as  a recent  wound,  firft  re- 
ftraining  the  hemorrhage,  it  neceflaiy,  by  liga- 
tures. 

Before  clofing  this  part  of  the  fubjeCt,  it  re- 
mains to  take  notice,  that  a common  practice  has 
prevailed  after  fuch  operations,  of  foiming  an 
Jffite , either  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  feme  con* 
tiguous  part.  From  confidering  the  hiltory  of 
Cancer,  as  a difeafe  connected  with  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  fome  difeharge,  this  attempt  was  certainly 
natural.  But  experience  leads  us,  at  the  lame 
time,  to  afTert,  i /?,  that  after  the  difeafe  is  once 
formed,  the  reftoring  any  local  difeharge  what- 
ever, has  little  effect  on  the  morbid  Hate;  and  'idly, 
the  irritation  from  the  dileafe  will  always  be  in- 
perior  to  that  which  can  be  produced  by  an  illue. 
Hence  its  good  effects  will  be  confined  to  thole 
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cafes  of  the  difeafe  which  are  ftriftly  local,  and 
which  affect  other  parts  than  a glandular  ftructure. 
In  the  cafe  of  predifpofed  Cancer,  it  inuft  only 
db  harm  by  weakening  the  fvftem,  which  has  al- 
ready luffered.  under  the  ravages  of  the  malady. 


2.  PALLIATIVE. 

I have  thus  examined,  at  fome  length,  the  Lo- 
cal treatment  of  Cancer,  with  a Radical  inten- 
tion ; but  it  remains  ftill  to  take  notice  of  the 
Heps  that  have  been  purfued,  either  where  this 
Radical  treatment  has  not  been  attempted,  or 
clfe  has  proved  abortive,  which  is  too  often  the 
cafe  in  conducing  its  management,  Jimply  on 
the  principle  of  Palliation. 

For  this  purpofe  the  means  have  been  equally 
numerous,  as  the  remedies  for  its  real  cure  ; and 
Pharmacy  has  been  exhaulled,  to  find  out  applica- 
tions that  would  either, (lop  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady, or  correcl  the  fnstor  attending  its  lalt  ftage. 

In  the  firtl  period  of  the  difeafe,  that  is,  againft 
the  progrefs  of  the  induration , the  chief  applica- 
tions had  recourfe  to,  have  been  Difcutient  Plaif- 
tfrs  and  Solutions , as  the  Jtmple  Gum  Plaijler , Mer- 
curial Planter,  Gum  Ammoniac  Plaijler , Hemlock 
Plaijler , Deadly  Plight  Shade  Plaijler , Henbane 
Plaifter , &c. ; or  the  Solution  of  Lead,  of  Sal  Am- 
moniac, of  Minder erus  Spirit , &c.  The  former 
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feem  to  a<54,  by  preferring  the  teguments  in  a 
hate  of  relaxation ; the  latter  by  hardening 
them  fomewhat,  or  rendering  them  infenlible  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  difealed  action  ; and  both  have 
been  oecafionally  found  ufejul  palliatives  in  dif- 
ferent cafes. 

But  the  ltage  of  ulceration , as  being  the  moil 
troublefome,  has  demanded  a greater  lharc  of  at- 
tention, and  the  fame,  as  well  as  different  other 
remedies,  have  been  applied  in  it,  chiefly  in  the 
form  of  Cataplafm  Ointment  or  Solution. 

To  l he  firjl  of  thefe  forms,  or  the  Cataplafm , it 
may  be  objected,  that  from  its  heat  it  increafes 
the  foetor,  foftens  the  parts,  and  encourages  the 
fpreading  of  ulceration. 

On  the  fecond , or  the  ointment  ,1  may  remark,  that 
it  is  a common  observation  of  all  practical  writers 
on  this  difeafe,  that  un&uous  dreffmgs  of  every 
kind  are  to  be  ftri&ly  avoided,  however  mild  and 
inoffenfive  in  their  nature ; for  the  inflammation 
here  being  evidently  of  the  Eri/ipelatous  kind, 
they  both  difagree  with  the  furrounding  fk\n, 
and  prove  alfo  irritating  to  the  furface  of  the  lore. 
This  was  a fuel  well  known,  even  to  the  ancients, 
though  they  explained  it  in  a different  way. 

The  Solution , or  Watery  Dr  effing,  is  the  lead  ex- 
ceptionable form  ; but,  from  its  frequent  renewal, 
it  is  inconvenient  in  its  application.  Hence,  the 
befl  form  is,  perhaps,  that  of  a dry  powder , pro- 
vided it  can  be  rendered  mild,  and  without  irri- 
tation. 
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With  thefe  preliminary  remarks,  I (hall  no\Y 
examine  the  moitufeful  applications tothe  ulcerat- 
ed Cancer,  of  a Palliative  nature,  without  any  re- 
gard to  their  form,  or  attention  to  methodical  a- 
rnngement. 

The  firft  that  claim  our  notice,  are JtmpU  emol- 
Pent  cataplafrns , as  of  Lint -feed. , roots  oj  Brhny , 
l Mid  Cucumber,  &c.  Next,  thofe  of  the  Narco- 
tic tribe,  as  the  Hemhck  and  Deadly  Night  Shade'; 
The  Cataplafm  is  made  from  their  leaves  or  rods 
boiled  in  milk,  and  to  this  a little  of  the  Salt  of 
Lead  has  been  occasionally  added,  with  evident 
good  effects  in  nffuaging  the  pain,  and  correcting 
the  difeharge.  The  external  ute  of  thefe  Narco- 
tic remedies,  is  even  older  than  their  internal  ex- 
hibition. 

Opium  alfo,  in  various  forms  has  been  topically 
applied,  and  it  is  &1  lodged,  at  times,  with  even 
more  effect  than  as  a limpie  palliative  remedy. 

Another  application,  with  a view  chiefly  tothe 
correcting  the  difeharge,  has  been  the  Can't 
Poultice.  This  application  was  lirit  introduced, 
or  nither  re  vived  by  Mr  Gibfjn,  lurgecnat  Ncw- 
caftle,  and  it  certainly  tends  much  to  correift  the 
feetor  attending  the  lait  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Since 
that  time  it  has  been  very  generally  ufed  ; but 
this  may  be  conlidered  as  the  full  extent  of  its 
powers,  which  have  often  alfo  but  a temporary 
effect,  and  may  be  atcribed  entirely  to  the  vege- 
table acid  prefent  in  it.  The  fame  may  be  laid 
of  the  Potatoe -poultice. 


With 
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With  a fimilar  view  has  been  introduced 
here,  the  ute  of  Carbonic  Acid,  (or  fixed  air)  ; 
and  we  Ihall  enter  into  a fhort  hiftory  of  its  ap- 
plication. Its  introduction  into  medicine,  as  a 
cure  tor  feveral  difeafes,  was  fuggefted  by  Dr  Dob- 
fon,  and  afterwards  by  Dr  Percival ; by  them  it 
was  applied  to  certain  bad  ulcers,  fotne  of  which 
it  cured.  Proceeding  on  the  idea  of  Cancer  hav- 
ing a putrid  tendency,  it  was,  before  that  period, 
Itrongly  recommended  by  Dr  Pcrhyle,  a French 
writer,  who  did  not  confine  his  views  to  its  ex- 
ternal application  alone.  In  Cancer,  befides  the 
trials  of  Drs  Dobfon  and  Percival,  it  was  particu- 
larly applied,  in  the  fiage  of  ulceration,  by  Mr  Juf- 
tamond,  who  endeavoured  to  form  a juft  opinion  of 
its  powers.  In  all  the  cafes  of  this  author,  as  well 
as  feveral  others  which  it  is  needlefs  to  particula- 
rize, its  only  efifedt  was  to  produce  acleannefs  of  lur- 
face,  which  was  by  no  means  permanent.  Of  late, 
it  has  been  attempted  to  improve  on  the  trials  of 
preceding  authors,  by  ufing  it  in  a more  permanent 
manner,  and  folely  in  the  eladic  form,  diverted 
of  its  admixture  with  other  matter,  as  in  the 
fermenting  cataplafm,  &-c.  Dr  Ewart  ol  Bath  has 
the  merit  of  this  alteration,  which  fuggefted  itlelf 
to  him  from  hr  Bedoes’  plan  of  pneumatic  medi- 
cine 1 In  two  cafes  in  which  he  applied  it,  one, 
he  informs  us,  was  cured,  the  other  much  relieved; 
If  any  fervice  is  to  be  derived  from  this  lemedy, 
I have  no  lieliiation  in  laying  that  this  is  ceituin- 
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ly  the  form  in  which  it  promifes  moil  advan- 
tage: 

But  I would  by  no  means  confine  thele  good 
effects  to  the  Carbonic  acid  alone.  The  fame  may 
be  expedled  from  all  the  milder  acids  ufed  in  the 
fame  form.  But,  on  this  plan,  I have,  at  the  fame 
time  to  remark,  that  whoever  repeats  Dr  Ewart’s 
experiment,  will  find  it  highly  inconvenient  in 
its  application  in  private  practice;  and  next,  every 
practitioner  knows,  that  the  ulceration  of  Cancer 
maybe  occafionallv  healed  without  the  removal  of 
the  fchirrous  (late.  From  Dr  Ewart’s  own  account 
of  the  thickening  of  parts  remaining,  I (hould  be 
doubtful  of  the  permanence  of  the  cure  ; and  we 
may,  perhaps,  apply  to  it  Mr  Jultamond’s  remark 
on  his  cure  of  the  ulceration  of  a Cancer  by  Arfenic , 
without  removing  thefehirrus,  that  he  had  cured 
every  thing  but  the  difeafe.  But  Dr  Ewart  has 
much  merit  in  pointing  out  this  new  form  of  ap- 
plying a ufeful  remedy,  and  I hope  future  expe- 
rience will  confirm  its  farther  efficacy. 

The  preparations  of  Lead  have  been  reckoned 
alfo  highly  ufeful  as  fedatives  in  this  difeafe. 
Goulard  pruifes  his  Extraft  equally  in  it,  as  in 
mod  other  external  maladies.  N or f or L s ointment, 
though  rather  a Cuullic  application,  contains,  at 
the  fame  time,  a proportion  of  this  mineral. 
The  Certtfs  Ointment  is  coniidered  by  Marchet- 
ti,  as  Ipecific  in  Cancer  of  the  nofe.  The  Ungentum 
Nutrition  is  recommended  here  by  Van  Swei- 
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ten  ; and  a liniment  of  Turpentine  and  Litharge  of 
Vinegar , by  Gefner. 

A Solution  of  CavJUc  alkali , has,  by  fome  authors, 
been  brought  into  practice  in  the  ulcerated  ft  a go 
of  this  malady,  if  not  too  ftrong;  that  it  may  pro- 
duce an  apparent  cleannefs  of  fore,  L have  no 
doubt,  but  I am  equally  clear  it  can  poftefs  no 
permanent  effect  over  the  poifon.  Indeed,  the 
natural  effect  of  this,  and  all  fuch  remedies,  if  at- 
tended with  any  ftrong  ftimulant  aftion,  mull  be 
to  bring  the  folid  fooner  into  the  ftate  of  ulcera- 
tion, and  of  courfe  extend  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady. 

The  fame  obfervatkm  will  apply  to  the  Solution. 
of  the  Marine  Acid , tiled  by  Van  Sweiten  ; and 
likewife  to  that  of  the  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid , 
employed  by  Dr  Adair  Crawford,  and  formerly 
taken  notice  of. 

Againft  this  difeafe,  even  the  Gajlric  juice  of 
animals  has  been  had  recourfe  to  as  a topical  re- 
medy, at  firft,  under  the  flattering  idea  of  a fpe- 
cific,  but  found,  on  experiment,  to  poftefs  only 
palliative  powers.  It  is  evidently  a fluid  of  a pe- 
culiar nature,  and  being  one  of  the  moft  aclive  in 
the  animal  oeconomy,  it  was  naturally  fuppofed 
that  it  would  poftefs  uncommon  cflicacy  here. 
But  its  influence  appeared,  on  trial,  merely  pal- 
liative. It  checked  the  foetor  of  the  difeharge, 
and  gave  a clean nefs  and  apparent  granulation 
to  the  fore ; but  the  latter  fhewed  no  difpofttion 
to  cicatrize.  Hence,  it  may  be  laid  to  have  done 
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every  thing  but  cure  the  difeafe.  The  Gaflric 
juice  of  the  Carnivorous  animals,  was  found  mult 
efficacious  even  with  this  view.  On  the  firlt  ap- 
plication it  gives  confideiable  pain,  which  departs 
in  the  courfe  of  a day  or  two. 

A powerful  ffimulant  application,  reckoned 
in  feme  calcs  fpecific  here,  is  the  ointment  pre- 
pared from  the  infpiflated  juice  of  the  Pock-weed, 
(or  Ptytolacca.)  Jt  is  reported  to  have  cured 
fome  cafes  in  America  ; but  as  it  gives  confider- 
able  pain  from  its  application,  which  continues 
no  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs  there  was 
a greater  certainty  of  fuccefs  in  its  \ife  than  what 
experience  has  yet  authorifed,  it  is  finely  not  to 
be  thought  of,  and  this  objection  will  hold  equally 
againfi  its  internal  exhibition. 

The  ufe  of  the  Tar  Ointment  has  been  much 
prailcd,  for  producing  good  effeds  in  the  cor- 
recting of  the  feetor  and  cleaning  the  fore, 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  aifo  diminilhing 
pain.  It  is,  on  this  account,  much  extolled  by 
Profeffor  Richter;  but  1 have  feldom  experi- 
enced from  it  thefe  powers  in  fo  high  a degree  as 
he  reports. 

Cataplaftns  of  warm  animal  dungs,  have  been  fa- 
vourite applications  with  fome  practitioner*. ; but 
ot  thefe  I can  fay  nothing  from  experience. 

As  the  difeharge , in  the  ulcerated  ffage,  is  the 
molt  formidable,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  trouble  - 
lome  fy mptom,  many  practitioners  paying  their 
foie  attention  to  it,  and  laying  alkie  other  reme- 
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dies,  have  had  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  various  ab\ 
forbents ; and  where  thefe  have  failed  of  pro- 
ducing the  defired  efieft,  they  have  next  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  fame  end,  by  more  frequent 
drefiing  of  the  fore,  often  to  the  length  of  four 


times  a day,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  matter  accumu- 
lating on  the  fore,  or  acquiring  its  ufual  acrimony. 

With  regard  to  the  firjl  of  thefe  pra&ices,  or 
the  ufe  of  abfirbents,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
Fejlacea , though  they  abforb  the  moifture,  they 
very  quickly  extend  the  ulceration,  by  increafing 
that  ammoniated Jlate  of  the  fluid  with  which  the 
difeafe  is  connected.  They  have  been  tried  very 
extenfively  by  a very  ingenious  gentleman  ot  this 
place,  Mr  David  Cleghorn,  who,  though  not  bred 
to  the  profeffion,  has,  from  a fpirit  of  humanity, 
been  led  to  attempt  alleviating  the  miferies  ot  his 
fellow  creatures  in  a number  ot  hopelefs  cafes. 
In  this  difeafe,  though  not  fuccefsful,  he  has,  how- 
ever, frequently  cured  feveral  other  fpecies  of 
bad  fores.  The  particulars  ot  his  practice  are  de- 
tailed, at  large,  in  a letter  to  the  late  Mr  John 
Hunter,  and  inferted  by  him  in  a volume  ot  the 

medical  communications. 

The  fame  obfervations  made  on  the  Tejlacea, 
will  apply  to  the  Powder  of  Zinc,  though,  :;t  the 
fame  time,  it  muft  be  allowed,  it  correds  amazing- 
ly the  foetor  of  the  difcharge ; and  alio  to  the 
common  Flowers  of  Sulphur,  and  Pooler  of  Calamus 
Aromaticus,  as  recommended  by  Mr  ]Ui.amom  . 
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' The  Powder  of  Myrrb  has  been  alfo  ufed  in  the 
Tame  way,  and  by  feme  reckoned  fpecific. 

Rut  the  heft  abforbent  is  the  dry  lint  dr  effing % 
over  which  it  has  been  recommended,  by  fome 
practitioners,  to  apply  a common  poultice,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  part  relaxed.  All  fuch  modes  of 
practice,  however,  are  to  be  confidered  as  very 
feeble  and  ineffectual,  and  but  a poor  relief  to  the 
miferies  of  the  unhappy  patient  linking  under 
this  deplorable  difeafe. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Combined  Treatment  of  Cancer , 
(i.  e.  Conjlilutknal  and  Local.) 


nPO  conclude  our  view  of  the  treatment  of  Can- 
cer, it  remains  to  obferve,  that  the  Conflitu- 
tional  and  Local  plan,  detailed  in  the  preceding 
pages,  though  not  always,  are  very  often  united, 
and  this  mud  depend,  for  its  propriety,  on  the 
particular  ideas  of  each  practitioner,  and  his  judge- 
ment of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  different  cafes 
that  fall  under  his  care.  Thus,  in  the  ufe  of  the 
Arfenie , as  we  formerly  obferved,  it  is  both  em- 
ployed as  an  internal  remedy,  and  alfo  applied  to 
the  part  in  the  form  of  piaifter,  ointment,  orfolu- 
tion,  and  olten  mixed  with  Laudanum.  The  fame 

♦ 

prevails  in  the  cafe  of  Mercury.  The  Martial 
Flowers,  and  Cm flic  Solution  of  Ammoniac  Salt , is 
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another  inflance  of  the  fame  mode  of -practice. 
The  internal  ufe  of  Hemlock , and  Bernhard's  Cauf- 
tic , form  a limilar  example.  The  Sarfa  powder 
internally,  and  the  Arf  nical  Lotion  or  Cataplafm 
to  the  part,  is  a practice  of  Mr  Cruikfhank.  The 
internal  ufe  of  the  Barytes  Muriata , with  a dilute 
folution  of  the  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid , is  the 
prefeription  of  Dr  Cravvlord.  Thele  combina- 
tions have  been  flill  more  general  in  the  practice 
with  the  articles  of  the  Narcotic  tribe,  particu- 
larly with  the  Hemlock , Deadly  Night  Shade , and 
Henbane. 

Befidcs  thefe  combinations,  it  is  to  be  alfo  re- 
marked, that  even  an  union  of  the  powers  ot  the 
different  claffes  of  internal  medicines  has  been 
likewife  formed.  Thus,  the  Hemlock  and  Mercu- 
ry have  been  exhibited  together.  The  Hemlock 
and  Arfenic.  The  Aconite  and  Mercury , &c. 
And  by  thefe  modes  of  prefeription,  the  too 
powerful  adion  of  the  llimulant  remedy  is  re- 
ft rained,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  irritation  from 
the  difeafe  counteracted,  while  the  remaining 
operation  of  the  medicine  mult  neceflarily  have 
more  client  on  the  difealed  part. 
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General  Conclujims  on  the  Preceding  Modes  of 
Treatment  of  Cancer. 

A FTER  this  full  enumeration  of  the  different 

^ modes  of  practice  in  Cancer,  it  may  be  ex- 
peeled,  that  before  concluding,  I lliould  fhortly 
Hate,  to  what  extent  of  iuccefs  their  operation  has 
been  found  to  amount,  as  a recapitulation  of  what 
has  been  delivered  ; and  in  doing  this  I obferve: 

1.  That  in  the  ft  age  of Jim  pic  objlruhlion,  there 
cannot  be  a doubt  but  that  cures  have  been  made 
by  the  Hemlock  and  other  Narcotics , as  well  as  by 
the  Saline  and  Mineral  remedies ; but  thefe  cafes, 
it  mud  be  acknowledged,  arc  neither  frequent, 
nor  can  we,  a priori , judge  of  their  certainty. 

2.  In  the  feamd , the  ft  age  of  induration , or  real 
f chirr  us,  cures  have  been  alfo  made,  both  by  Ex- 
tirpation and  Cauftics , and,  more  rarely,  even  by 
nature  itfclf,  fepa rating  the  difeafed  part ; but,  in 
tlufe  cafes,  the  difeafe  has  been  of  the  accidental 
1 pedes,  for  when  of  the  predifprfed , even  this 
treatment  will  be  always  found  meffedual. 

3.  In  the  third,  or  11  age  of  ulceration,  there  are 
few  inllances  of  cure  of  real  Cancer,  or  that  fpecies 
beginning  in  a glandular  part,  and  going  through 
its  different  ft  ages,  un  lei's  the  predijpofed  jlate  lias 
been  counteracted,  and  then,  indeed,  it  may  be 
curable,  either  by  Cauftics  or  Extirpation,  as  well  as 
the  accidental  kind.  Of  tiie  Cancerous  ulcer  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  or  fore,  noforiginally  phagadenic,  there  are 
frequent  indances  of  cure,  and  that  by  feveral  of 
the  remedies  formerly  detailed. 

In  order  to  account  dill  more  fatisfadorily  for 
the  general  failure  of  remedies  in  this  difeafe 
before  difmi/ling  the  fubjedt,  I fhall  add  fo me 
faither  remarks  on  their  mode  of  operation. 

With  refpect  to  the  Narcotic  tribe , it  may  be 
obferved,  that  their  chief  operation  is  on  the  vi- 
tal power,  and  that  it  is  alfo  temporary.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  former,  the  vital  energy  of  the 
part  becoming  exhaufled  from  their  ufe,  a vveak- 
nefs  of  folid  enfues,  which  is  even  increafed  dur- 
ing their  repetition,  by  the  neceffity  for  augment- 
ed doles. 

Againd  the  gieater  part  of  the  Saline  and  ]\Ii~ 
neral  clafs,  the  fame,  if  riot  ftronger  objections, 
may  be  uiged,  for  they  not  only  deftroythe  power 
of  the  folid,  which  is  generally  in  this  difeafe  in 
an  impaired  date  ; but  many  of  them  prove  even 
folvents  of  the  animal  fibre. 

In  Cancer,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it  is  not 
mere  weaknefs,  that  condi tutes  the  difeafe  of  the 
part,  there  is  a fitper added  date,  which  is  to  be  at- 
tended to.  Hence  it  is  neither  the  fimple  removal 
oi  irritation  by  Narcotics , nor  yet  the  exerting  a 
peculiar  Jlimulus  by  one  Saline  or  Mineral  remedy, 
or  by  another  that  is  iuflicient  to  effect  a cure. 
Amid  the  various  attempts,  the  difeafe  dill  goes 
on.  If  it  has  paft  its  firft  llage,  their  only  effect 
is  to  weaken  u-Hrrtx,  and,  from  the  more  hafty 
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.ravages  of  the  difeafe,  to  bring  on  its  termination 
fooner.  This  is  confpicuous  from  the  fhort  time 
in  which  patients  die  of  this  difeafe  at  prefen t, 
compared  with  what  took  place  fomc  years  ago. 

Of  the  dilTerent  chiles,  however,  the  purely 
Narcotic  do  certainly  lefs  harm  than  the  direct 
ftimulants ; and  if  they  make  no  impreilion  on  the 
difeafe,  they  will,  at  lead,  tend  to  abate  irritation 
fomewhat,  and  leflen  pain ; nor  will  they,  like 
the  Mineral  and  Saline , act  on  the  folid  in  thin- 
ning it,  and  thus  hailen  its  melting  down  into 
ulceration. 

Of  the  ufe  of  the  Vegetable  A ft  r ingents  and 
\ Tonics  which  are,  in  this  difeafe,  frequently  em- 
ployed as  palliatives,  I have  only  to  obferve,  that 
they  are  manifeftly  hurtful,  and  increafe  the  date 
of  ulceration,  none  of  them  more  fo  than  the 
Bark . In  a variety  of  indances  in  which  1 have 
exhibited  this  medicine,  its  effifeb  have  occafion- 
ed  afterwards,  the  mod  fenfibie  regret  ; and 
if  benefit  has  been  derived  from  its  ufe  in  this 
difeafe,  as  alledged  by  fevers  1 authors,  it  mud  be 
confined  to  its  external  application  in  the  ft  a ge 
of  ulceration.  Hie  fame  reafoning  on  the  Bark , 
may  be  extended  to  the  other  aromatics  and  bit- 
ters. 
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General  Conchijxon  on  the  Two  Dlfeafes  of 
Scrophula  and  Cancer. 

TTAVTNG  now  traced  the  hiftory  of  Scro- 
^ phula  and  Cancer,  and  the  different  me* 
thods  that  have  been  pradifed  in  their  cure,  from 
the  earlieil  periods  of  medical  hiftory  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  I mult  again  return  to  the  preliminary 
obfervation  upon  them  with  which  I fet  out,  that 
they  have  been  hitherto,  for  the  molt  part,  incur - 
able  difeafes,  and  juft ly  confidered  as  the  reproach 
of  the  profejjion. 

In  the  former,  or  Scrophula,  age  often  gives 
that  relief  which  medicine  denies,  and  in  molt  of 
the  external  forms  this  is  trutled  to ; but  in  its 
internal  fpecies,  no  fuch  relief  can  be  depended 
on.  Even,  in  its  external  forms,  before  this  re- 
lief can  be  obtained,  the  parts  attacked  fuffer 
fuch  lefton  as  to  bear  the  marks  of  it  through  life. 

In  Cancer,  again,  even  this  fmall  confolation 
which  attends  the  former  difeafe,  is  denied  the 
unhappy  patient.  Hope,  the  only  folace  of  the 
wretched,  is  banilhed  from  the  cup  of  the  fufferer 
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under  this  formidable  malady  ; for  any  cures  that 
have  been  made  of  it,  may  be  coniidered  only  as  ran- 
dom fuccefies,  on  which  no  foundation  can  be  laid, 
and  feem  to  have  taken  place  chiefly  in  its  incipi- 
ent ftate,  or  when  in  its  accidental  or  mildefl  form ; 
every  patient,  therefore,  under  this  difeafe,  may 
be  viewed  as  configned  to  a flow,  paintul,  and 
lingering  death,  without  the  hope  of  alleviation. 
The  ufe  of  the  knife  is  never  to  be  trufled  as  a 
certain  refource.  It  frequently  haftens  on  the 
ravages  of  the  malady.  Hence,  it  was  the  maxim 
of  Hippocrates,  formerly  noticed,  that  it  was  bet- 
ter not  to  treat  a Cancer  at  all,  for  the  attempt 
only  haftened  the  deftruction  of  the  patient. 
This  maxim  has  been  too  often  confirmed  by  fa- 
tal experience,  and,  though  not  to  be  taken  in 
its  literal  extent,  very  fruitlefs,  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  if  not  hurtful,  have  been  the  various 
attempts  at  a cure.  It  may  be,  indeed,  laid 
down  as  an  infallible  principle,  that  moll  flimu- 
lants  are  hurtful  to  the  parts  under  this  difeafe, 
however  modified  in  the  extent  of  their  adion. 

In  thefe  difmal  circumftances,  then,  before 
doling  the  prefent  work,  it  remains  that  I fliould 
deliver  my  opinion,  and  offer  any  peculiar  fen- 
timents  I entertain  on  thefe  lubjeds. 

1.  On  Scrophula. 

In  the  firft  difeafe,  or  Scrophula,  I can  fay  with 

confidence,  that  all  the  external  forms  of  the 
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malady,  either  of  fuelling  or  ulceration,  affediug 
the  foft  parts,  may  be  removed  with  eafe  and 
certainty  ; and  of  the  internal  forms,  that  Pulmo- 
nary Conlumption,  taken  before  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  Hedic,  may,  in  the  greater  number  of  in- 
ftances,  be  cured.  In  order  to  accomplifh  thele 
defirable  ends,  a different  opinion  on  the  na- 
ture of  Scrophula  mud  be  formed,  from  what  has 
been  generally  held  out.  I conceive  that  this 
difeafe  is  particularly  marked  by  a defect  of  ant - 
malizatbn,  and  to  remove  this,  the  application  of 
medicine  will  be  ufelcfs  without  the  aid  of  regi- 
men. The  general  dehiiity  and  flaccidity  of  the 
fyftem,  fo  often  taken  notice  of ; the  crude  wa- 
tery fecretions ; and  the  indolent  torpid  inflam- 
mation, are  all  flrong  proofs  of  what  I ailedge. 
The  folids  want  their  due  vigour  to  give  the  fluids 
their  proper  condiment  principles,  and  the  latter 
feem  to  have  a defed  of  that  vitality,  on  which 
their  action  on  the  vafcular  fyftem,  or  their  effect 
on  the  folid  parts,  appears  to  depend  ; for  it  is 
clear,  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  fomething 
more  than  inert  fluids;  and  if  a reciprocal  co-ope- 
ration betwixt  the  folids  and  fluids  is  neceflary  to 
health,  the  latter  are  certainly,  in  this  difeafe,  de- 
fedive  in  their  powers. 

In  the  treatment  of  Scrophula,  \vc  have  jecn 
that  authors  have  attended,  either  Amply  to  the 
date  of  the  folid,  conceiving,  that  by  invigorating 
it  alone,  a cure  was  to  he  effeded,  and  an  altera- 
tion of  the  date  of  the  fluids  to  enfue ; or  they 
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have  attended  folely  to  the  date  of  the  fluids, 
on  the  idea  of  throwing  out,  or  corroding,  a 
noxious  matter  contained  in  them,  that  formed 
the  principle  of  the  dileafe  ; but,  in  treating  Scro- 
phula,  I maintain,  that  though  the  flate,  both  of 
folids  and  fluids,  claims  an  equal  fhare  of  atten- 
tion, and  though  we  cannot  disjoin  them,  in  a 
certain  degree,  from  each  other,  yet  it  will  be 
proper  to  confider  them  as  unconnected,  and  to 
direCt  a feparate  plan  of  treatment  for  each  in  con- 
ducting the  cure.  With  thele  obfervations,  then, 
on  its  nature,  the  firfl  ftep  in  the  removal  of  Scro- 
phula  will  be,  to  direct  a regimen  capable  of 
giving  that  vigour  to  the  folid  which  it  wants ; 
and  alfo  to  convey  to  the  fluids  that  fhare  of  vi- 
tality which  they  are  naturally  intended  to  poL 
fefs. 

2.  Cancer. 

If  a particular  regimen,  as  I contend,  is  fo 
ufeful  in  Scrophula,  it  is  ltill  more  fo  in  Cancer, 
being  the  lirlt  and  great  foundation  towards  a 
cure,  without  which  all  the  other  means  employ- 
ed will  prove  ineffectual.  This  has  been  little 
attended  to  by  authors,  except  in  a general  way  ; 
and  in  l'uch  a way  it  has  feldom  been  much  re- 
garded by  their  patients.  If  a defeCt  of  anima- 
lization  prevails  in  Scrophula,  I conceive  that  a 
flate  very  oppofite  takes  place  in  Cancer.  The 
crude  watery  fccretions  of  the  former  conflitution 
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yield  here  to  a highly  falinc  and  ammoniated 
prirciple  pervading  every  part,  and  producing  ill 
the  feat  of  the  dileafe,  an  obfcure,  or  carcinoma- 
tous inflammation,  having  a tendency  to  unite 
the  too  rigid  fibres ; and  the  iituations  of  the  dil- 
eaie,  are  generally  fucb,  as  are  not  influenced  by 
the  a&ion  of  the  heart,  fo  as  to  counteract  it.  To 
obviate  this  ftate,  regimen,  not  medicine,  mult 
act.  Pouteau  is  the  firlt  author  who  pointed  out 
this.  All  acrimony,  it  is  an  eftabliibed  fact,  is 
relieved  by  liquids ; hence,  the  reputation  of 
dilTerent  watering  places,  in  many  of  the  molt 
incurable  difeaies.  Medicine  mult  be  combined 
with  it,  to  exert  its  powers  in  all  thole  maladies, 
which  are  intimately  interwoven  with  the  condi- 
ment principles  of  the  conflitution. 

Next  to  regimen,  the  removal  of  local  conges- 
tion is  an  important  ftep.  Mr  Fearon,  finding 
beneficial  eifeeb  from  it,  has  carried  his  ideas  too 
far,  conceiving  it  capable  of  accompiilhing  a 
complete  removal  of  the  difeafe.  In  diflection  of 
Cancer  we  have  feen,  that  every  mark  of  inflam- 
mation prevails,  of  an  inflammation,  indeed,  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  whofe  fymptoms  are  not  acute, 
but  whofe  effects  are  equally  ftrong  in  inducing 
an  altered  organization  of  the  part ; or  producing 
the  fame  morbid  changes,  as  acute  inflammation, 
viz.  adhefion,  thickening  of  membrane,  and  appo- 
fition  of  new  fubftance.  The  removal  of  the 
congeflion,  then,  will  leflen  the  ftrength  of  this 
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inflammation  ; the  altered  organization  will  pro- 
ceed more  flowly  ; the  contiguous  parts  will  not 
be  fo  liable  to  afliime  the  morbid  irritation  ; and 
thus  joined  with  the  regimen  recommended,  one 
farther  ftep  will  be  gained  to  the  cure.  The  be- 
nefit of  this  practice  in  Cancer,  I would  compare 
to  the  ufe  ofevacuants  in  intermittents,  previous 
to  the  exhibition  of  the  Bark.  If  this  medicine 
is  given  without  them,  we  find,  from  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  firfi:  phyficians,  that  obftrudtions  of 
the  liver,  and  other  vifeera,  arife ; as  a prelude 
to  the  action  offpecific  remedies,  the  removal  of 
local  congcftion  mult  then  be  attempted,  which  lef- 
feningthe  force  of  the  difeafe.will  render  the  appli- 
cation of  medicine  more  fpeedy,  fafe,  and  effectual, 
I have  thus  laid  down  fome  general  principles, 
by  which  it  will  be  underftood  how  I proceed  in 
the  treatment  of  Scrophula  and  Cancer.  I ihali 
enter  into  no  farther  detail  at  prefent.  The  re- 
fult  of  this  practice,  whether  good  or  bad,  I pledge 
myfelf  to  lay  before  the  public,  at  no  diftant  pe- 
riod, in  the  form  of  an  appendix  to  the  prefent 
work.  From  it  they  will  be  able  to  form  an  opi- 
nion, which,  I flatter  myfelf,  will  not  be  unfatis- 
fa&ory.  Cafes  of  every  difeafe  will  occur,  it  is  well 
known,  to  baffle  the  power  of  any  treatment  what- 
ever ; but  if,  by  the  plan  of  cure  fuggefted,  in  a dif- 
eafe fo  deplorable  as  Cancer,  while  yet  in  its  oc- 
cult ftate,  nine  out  of  every  ten  cafes  fhall  be 
faved  from  the  prefent  cruel  mode  of  procedure, 
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my  labour,  I (hall  conlider,  amply  rewarded.  In 
the  ulcerated  ftagc,  the  proportion  will  not  be  fo 
confiderable  ; but  Hill  much  may  be  done  to 
mitigate,  if  not  always  to  cure. 
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